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GOSPEL- CHURCHy 


According to the INSTITUTION of JESUs Cuktsr. nw . 
| Deſigned for the Uſe of all who) would anſwer good Con- - 1 
ſcience toward God, and walk in Chusch-fellowfhißp 2 
according to the Order of the Goſpel ; which, if Gulyy. * 
attended to and reg arded, may, thro* the Divine 4 x "7 + 
ſing, be a happy Means of Reformation in the Churches, * 
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ow therefore, thus 2 the Tord of Hott; Confider your Ways. , 
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Why call ye me Lord, Lerd, and do not the things which Lay? 
Luke vi. 46. 3 
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Thou Son of Man, fhew the Houſe unto the Houſe of Heel, 
they may he aſhamed of their Tniquitees. Ezek. xliii. 10. 


and the Comforts of the Holy Ghoſt, were multiplied, Acts ix. 3 2 

Ye are ny Friends, if ye ds whatſoever 1 command you. Joh. xv. 1 

Therefore ſay thou unto them, Thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Tak 
ye unto me, Jaith the Lord of Hoſts, and 7 will turn unto you; 
EZ the Lind of By ofts. Zech. i. 3. 
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INTRODUCTION.” 
CHEN any thing makes its png it is 
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of what is here en to view, is as fol- 

| lows. 6 

It is a common complaint, that there is a general de- 

cay, as to the life and power of real religion; and that 

perſon muſt be ſtupid to a very great degree, who is not 

appriſed thereof, and not affe F therewith : for the evi- 

dence and proof of an awful declenſion, and falling from 

our firſt lobe, is ſo glaring and plain, that he that runs 

pn. may read it, and even ſtrangers in Jeruſalem are not unac-" ,, 
l | uainted with it; yea, tho” the Lord planted our Engliſb 

Ira a noble vine, wholly a right ſeed ; 5 is it then, that 

it is turned into the degenerate plant o bet a ſtrange vine d ? 80 

that I may juftly take up the words of the prophet, the 
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A Sc RIPTURE AN uA. 
and mine eyes a fountain of tears, that I might weep day and 
night for the ſlain of the daughter of my people © And with 
the prophet Micah, No is me, E J am as when they have 
' 4 ® gather#d the ſummer fruits, as the grape,gleanings of the vin- 

* ruge; there is ua cluſten to. eat; my ſoul deſired the firſt ripe 
* fruit. The good man is periſhed out of the earth, and there 1s 
naue upright among men; the beſt of them is as a briar ; the 
moſqupright is ſharper than a thorn hedge d. Who have forja- 
hen the law of the Lord, which he ſet beforc them, and have 
not obeyed his voice, neither walked therein; but have walked 


bor what, by ſome profeſſors, are called prudential conſidera- 
tions, which much, very much govern the conduct of moſt, 
in this degenerate day; and 1s a fad and awful evidence 
of a fore declenſion in real religion; for true and real re- 
ligion, or the religion hat is from above, which the apoſtle 
James (peaks off, propoſes the glory of God in all his 
perſons ; ſeeks to promote the intereſt of a divine Jeſus, 
and the welfare my the ſouls of men, as the end thereof : 
Whereis moſt perſons conduct in religious matters, it is 
to be feared, is governed by, and under the influence of, 
worldly motives, and carnal ends, ſuch as their reputa- 
tion and N 29 men ; from whence it too evidently 
appears, that ſuch have their converſation in the world, 
7 by the grace of God, but by 8 wiſdom, which 
15 juſt the reverſe of the primitive Chriſtians character &: 
Beſides, true grace hath higher views, far nobler and dif- 
ferent ends in all its acts; therefore when people are in- 


the wiſdom of this world, which is fooliſhneſs with God k, 
"tis no wonder that the glorious doctrines of the everlaſt- 
ing goſpel, the diſcipline and order of Chriſt's houſe, are 
neglected, © deſpiſed, and trampled under foot: And when 
this is the caſe, ſuch a perſon or people may juſtly be ſaid 
(tho' the form of religion is kept up ſome how or other) 
| 1% have gone away from the ordinances of the Lerdi, and for- 
*  faken him the fountain of living waters* : And while this is 
the caſe, nothing but Jeanneſs and barreneſs may juſtly be 
expected; for the Lord has aid, that the rebellious ſhall 
awell in à barren land! And all hopes of any alteration 


: 55 „ 
© Jer. ix. 10 Micah vii. 1, 2, and 4. + xiii. 
14. i. 27," t Cor.. b 1 Or. iii. 


ig. Mal. i. 7 “ fer. ii. 19 Halm lvili. 6. 
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© after the imagination of their own hearts, and after Baalim?: 


fluenced by, and under the conduct of, fleſhly wiſdom, or 


wheping 5 and ſay, Oh! that fy head were waters, 
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for the better, will but prove ſorrowful mee | 
till the ſpirit be poured down from on high m And the 

_—_ are convinced of the true cauſes of that ſad and 
melancholy decay complained of, and made 10 remember 

whence they are fallen, and repent n; ſome of which, I am 
perſuaded, ariſe from the profound ignorance in the gener 

rality of profeſſors of the ie, gud genuine nature of a goſ- 

pel church, the ſelf ae : o are invęſted with 
office-power — cqual 2 church- 

members with their duties to each other, and obligation to 

walk according to the rule which Jeſus Chriſt has given in 

the written word. | 5 

| Now that order may be in a church of Chriſt, it is re- 
. quiſite that the rules of the goſpel be known and under- 
ſtood both by officers and people: For they that are alto- 

gether ignorant of the rule, or negligent in attending to 

it, or doubtful concerning it, or always contending about 

it, will never walk according to it. Hence it is the great 

duty of paſtors and deacons to ſtudy order well, and to in- 

form, the people of, and acquaint them with, what rules 

Chriſt, as Lord of his own houſe, hath laid down for his 

followers to obſerve. It is a thing greatly to be bewail'd, 

and much lamented, that ſo few bend their ſtudies that 

way; for an unacquaintedneſs with the diſcipline of the 

church, according to the inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, I 
apprehend, is one of the main ſprings of theſe diſorders 

i. - with which the churches do abound. And asmany of our beſt 
preachers, in theſe declining times, content themſelves only 

| With preaching up a profeſſion of faith, join'd with a little, 
! 3 little, morality, and freedom from ſcandal, ſufficient 
| Pr As tains i ; as if a moral walk, and evan- 
gelical holineſs, were the fame thing; whereas the mem 

bers of a goſpel-church are always in the New Teſtament 

call'd ſaints, and faithful, * believers ? which gladly received 

| the word,"-and were baptized : Such, and only ſuch, were 
1 added to the church in the apoſtles time. For it is not an 
orthodox profeſſion ſimply, that is enough, but a profeſ- 
ſion of ſuch a ſtrictneſs as will ariſe to goſpel-holineſs, 

that you are to judge of ſaints by; neither ought any 

other, but ſuch, to be members of churches, which is 
the body of Chriſt, This word ſaint, and faithful, is a 
5 e N title 

u Iſai, xxl. 15, 2 Rev. fi, ). „»Eh. i: 1. 
Acts ii. „ 5 f 5 1 8 ID 
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le not to be reſtricted or limited to the Chriſtians of 
the primitive times only, but common to all the called in 
aſter-times, „for the perfecting of the ſaints,” The 
naming of which daſheth mere morality, and a formal, 
thd* orthodox, profeſſion, out of countenance, as the 


flight of the ſun doth a glow-worm ; that importing a 


more divine workmanſhip created, and ſome fingular 
thing implanted, ..ever holineſs in truth And we ſhould 
keep up the name, that the reality of true religion be 
not lowered, as it is in this degenerate day, for the very 
appellation is not liked; the main reaſon is, becauſe there 
is ſo little of experimental ſpiritual religion in the world. 


IJ To ſay men are ſerious, pious, fincere perſons, or Chriſ- 


tians in the general, this may be borne with; but 
to add the word ſaint, or to require that perſons give 
evidence that they are ſuch, and faithful in believing ; 
this ſounds too high, and is too much to be applied to 
the generality of profeſſors in theſe declining times: Alſo 
the admiſſion of perſons into churches on ſo ſlender a 
foundation, as a general profeſſion in the as N of 
charity, has been, and is, the bane of the churches ; 
and is one reaſon of things being in ſuch a confuſed way, 
as they are at this day: Beſides, as for goſpel-churches, or 


inſtitutec worſhip, and order, there ſeems to be a great 


averſion to both; both in many that bear office, and the 
body of the people; for the unſkilfulneſs of the one, and 
the unacquaintegneſs of the other, with the duties of their 
ſtation, is a fad 'cauſe of the degeneracy 'complained of. 
If thoſe: that are called to office, particularly the office of 
deacon, had an underſtanding into, and were faithful in, 
the diſcharge of thoſe duties which belong to ther office, 
both toward their paſtor, and the members of the church, 
Jam ſatisfied things would be otherwiſe than they are; 
for as church-members know but little of their duties to 
each other, the officers ſeem to know lefs, and both are 
taken up too much about other things; not minding, of, 
or caring for, the things of Jeſus Chriſt ; neither are we 
©, concerned as we ought for the afflictions of Joſeph *®. 


* | 4 Many think it enough, if the foundation of the houſe 
do laid in purity of doctrine (and ſo far'tis well) but how 
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| A ScxiyTurReE MAN VAI. 6 
Few are there that are concerned about the order, r 
care to ſet their hands to the building thereof; which is a 
{ure evidence of that ſpiritual ſlothfulneſs that many age 
fallen imo: The wiſe virgins, as well as the fooliſl 
flumber and fleep ; what is ſaid of one is faid of the 
other, yea, all alike ſunk into a deep fleep. And for my © 
part, I think that perſon muſt be under the greateſt ſtu- 
pidity, and hardneſs of heart, who denies theſe thin 
or be worſe than blind, who diſcerns not ſome viſible to- 
kens of Chriſt's diſpleaſure, and his having a controverſy 

with his people for theſe things. Our tranſgreſſions are ..- 
many, our backſlidings are increaſed*. Shall not I viſit for > &'B 
theſe things, faith the Lord* ? Yea, how do our iniquities i$ 
. teflify againſt us . Yet I make no doubt, but the time is 
coming when our God will appear as the repairer of the 
breaches, and build the goſpel- church with greater glory 
and ſplendor, than ever Sclomon's or Zerubbabel's temples 
were; and altho' there ſeems mountains of difficulties in, 
the way, yet all ſhall become à plain before him, who. har 
the plumb-line in his hand, and is exalted far above all priuci- 
palities and powers, who having laid the foundation thereof, 
his hands fhall alſo finiſh it; and he ſhall bring forth the head- 
fone thereof with ſhoutings in the New Jeruſalem fate for 
which we are waiting, crying now, grace, grate x, but 
then, glory, glory, unto it. ; * 
Now as I apprehend things are growing worſe and 
worſe, it has lain on my thoughts to write a few thin 
upon the order of the church of God, the neglect where- 
of is one cauſe, among many, of, the badneſs of our 
times. Perhaps ſome may be awakened to conſider their 
ways; for complaining will not effect a cure, nor confeſ- = 
7 ſion of our follies that have brought us into ſuch unhappy 
Circumſtances, tho repeated ever ſo often, avail any thing 4 
towards the removal of them, or our recovery out of 
this very diſagreeable and unhappy ſituation, which is ſo 


7 


bad, as, I fear, we are like, to the prophet » Zeremiah : x Þ 1 

, . &*7 : . 2 13 
figs) coogonme dare oneg ̃ ⅛˙ ... Ben 
All that f (all further add, is only to deſire, tha ally ne 
unprejudiced perſons may read and conlider what is here A A 
preſented to them in the fear of God; and compare it 22 Pa ape” 
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with the ſtandard of the ſanctuary, as the noble Bereans 
M; and receive nothing upon human authority, nor fol- 
low any man, or ſet of men, in judgment or practice, 
iy further than he or they are followers of the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; which is the earneſt requeſts and ſincere de- 
fire, of him that is a lover of the Lord, and of all his 
Le qr ons are am ren 


What I ZN in this little tract, is to conſider, 


I. The matter and conſtitution of a Goſpel-Church, 
II. The officers, and their reſpective duties. 


ul. The duties of church- members towards their 
. paſtors, and towards each other. 


„ With a few remarks as we go along. 


And alſo ſhall tranſcribe ſome paſſages from the writings 
of ſome eminent men, ſtars of the firſt magnitude 
in the church of God, to corroborate and confirm 
what is herein advanced. | 


2 
* 
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Some Things Preliminary. 
2 * b * . — 


T was uſual 1 Wine maſter. 

13 delivery ny thing of moment, to 
in this emphatical manner, He that hath an ear, let him 
shear what the Spirit ſaith to the churches *” And as the 
matter before us is of the laſt importance to the honour of 
Jeſus Chriſt, the peace, order, well-being and comfort of 
his church, I ſhall deſcant a little upon thoſe ſtriking, and 
very alarming words; which are a yery ſolemn charge, and 
| uſed by our dear Lord upon f- #F caſions. In the 
words we have two things principally which call for our 
ſerious conſideration. 1. The perſon to whom the charge 
is given, Ne that hath an ear. 2. The matter of the 
charge, Let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches. 
firſt, The ſubject of, or the perſon to whom the charge 
is given, He that hath an ear, Which words imply, 1. 
That this is not the privilege of every one, for every 
one hath not a ſpiritual ear to hear, or an underſtanding 


to take in things of ſuch a ſublime nature, and excellent 
uſe, as the things of God are; for to underſtand ſpiri- 


tual things ſpiritually, or to have ears to hear, according 
to the intent of the H 
capacity given: It can't be attained, but comes to the ſub- 
ject as a pure grace- gift: Becauſe it is given you to know d. 
And hath given to us an under/tagding v. There is a ſpirit in 
man, and the inſpiration of the Almighty gives him under/land- 
ing ©. Nay, ſo far is the natural man from having this 
capacity, as that he. is altogether. deſtitute thereof; hence 
liken'd to the deaf adder d; yea, declar'd to be without 
life, dead in treſpaſſes and ſins . 8 

The goſpel, tho' a very delightful theme, yields no 
pleaſure to the natural man. Chriſt in his perſon, offices, 
relations, grace, and righteouſneſs, tho* ſo charming and 
entertaining, yet to thele it affords no ſatisfaction; for 
ſuch ſee no form or comelineſs in him * ; therefore do they 
turn their backs on him, and negled the great JOU Pub- 


L/hed by him s; not regarding the goſpel's melodious ſound, 


Which 


2 Rev. ii. 7, 11. Matth. xiii, 9. Matth. Xii. Hr. 


d x John v. 20. © Job xxxii. 8. 4 Pf. lviii.*4. 


e Eph.ii. 1,5. II. Iii. 2. e Heb. ii. 3. 
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oly Ghoſt, there muſt be life, and a 
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which is a declaration of rich grace and mercy; which 
ace and mercy flows down upon its objects thro' Chriſt, 
m whom we have redemption thro his blood, the forgive- 
neſs of ſins, according to the riches of his (i. 
grace >; And this, grace, | 
free iſt sn 
the Ghoſt? 
Hence it ariſes, - and flows from its firſt, its ntive; its 
higheſt ſpring, according to the riches o his grace ; for the 
Father, ſ#ith our dear Lord, loveth you, Oh! this is mort 


Wk, fans pleaſant muſic; this is glad ridings of great joy; ſweeter 
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than the honey, far ſweeter than the honexcamb*, to the ſoul _ 
that has an underſtanding of it, being by. the Holy 


Ghoſt ſecretly uictened, and the bleſſi . 
ſweetly c Pinto the ſoul ; where f 4 8 
Er, feed its want, ang Fulded 6d deck 6h 5 

for mercy Yates forgiveneſs, being graciouſly ES to 

ſee the glory of rion,. and has its ear opened to hear 

the pleaſing ſound of the goſpel, which no natural man in _ 


the world is capable of, let his underſtanding be as large an? ca 
as is poſſible fof. The” rational mind? For thus faith the 


great apoſtle of the Gentiles, But the natural man receiueth 
- not the things of: the Spirit of God, for they are fooliſhneſs 


uno him; neither can be know them becauſe they are . 
ritually diſcerned. 1 ler. L. 14 x 


Which brings me, ſecondly, obe, that the phraſe 


doth imply, that thoſe which are addreſs'd have new ears, 


or, in other words, are new creatures, created u in Chriſt 
. =, There muſt be life before hearing; ſo men muſt 
made alive ſpiritually, before they can hear ſpiritually; 


2 man muſt haue an ear or capacity to hear, oy have not only 


an hearing ear formed 7 alf 3 
the Spirit of God⸗ en STR DER Eo 
that they might underſtand the 7 n; without which, © 


_ tho? a perſon has, in other feſpects, the brighteſt parts, 


the greateſhabilities, and the moſt penetrating judgment, 
yet he cannot take in, but is wholly unacquainted with, 

he mind- of God in his word. My ſheep bear my voice, 7 

know them, and they follow me o. The hearing ear, and the 


| fein dhe, the Land hath made both of them?. From all 


which 
'* Eph, i. 7. 1 1 John xvi. 27. k Pf. xix. 10. 
! 2 Cor. v. 13. * Eph. ii. 10. T xxiv. 45. 


* W *. 27, Prov. xx. 12. 
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Which it is evident, that the hearing ear is not natural 
to man, that it is not acquired by man, but is a pure 


ift of God the Father through the Son, by the Holy wo 
' Ghoſt. It is a principle of iritual life infuſed into _ _ 
the ſoul of 4 voi of mercy a, immediately and inſtan- | _ 
T taneouſly by the Holy Ghoſt, from Chriſt the living n * +, »- + a 
Is and it is maintai d by perpetual and conſtant influence - 07s 
from its iving | : 80 that we that are the happy , 3 . | 
ſubjects, Wefe as paſſive in this important affair, as W _— 
were in our mothers conception of us; and it hath AN Dae ies”. oe” 
ſolute dependence on the benign influences of EEE . We 


1 for ſpiritual action. Yea, tho' a man have this * 2M 
ſpiritual principle, he..canno pot ; 157 F * 
hath diſting Ep, ce ummediafe operations 3 
of the» or 1472 4 A e # 1} e 
| 5 0 * 0 222 oth tg 22 ee, — * 


thing. pdt ?5 | 
. gaod plaaſure. The very act of the will is from him, coehfaty. 
We are not able to think any thing as of ourſelves, Buff 


ſaid) it is che eaſieſt to think, yet this a ſpiritual man is f dont kev-oen a 
not capable of, without the divine Spirit ; Tor all choughts F. i 
on ſpiritual ſubjects are not ſpiritual, for theſe are the PLS 7 

AC 9 


our ſufficitncy is of God, Of All things (it is commonly 


— 


27 — PT 
e. * 


effect of the Spirit's work on the 
God. grit and the Goſ 


* 


2. 
them, and _— is changed into the . image, frm end 
bythe 


* 


4 


all the works of God, Je 
unfallen ſtate. For eye he 
neither hath it entered into the heart of 


WERE”. 
2 F di > LF. 1 : i 
1 Rom, ix. 23. Pf. Izxxix. 15. 2 


14 3 
— 


- 
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, 4 ry ; 
£ 
„ 


10 A SerxreTurs MANGA. Aue lau. 
ning of the world®;, no, not into the heart of Adam him- 


* 


1 7 ſelf. Accordingly it appears, that the beſt n and 
1 e , Atlam in his innocent ſtate had of God, was 10% 


T inferior, ane of a different kind to that knowledge and fel- 
= hee, ihe DyHle hip Which ſaints in Chriſt, through the Spirit, do berg 
2 75 ö „oy; for the perfection of created nature bears no pro- 
. Eg e Hon Portion to, nor Teſemblance pf, the life of grace, becauſe 
the ſummit and height of this perfection was but natural, 

0 know and enjoy God as the God of nature. He ha 
no higher, neither was he capable of higher revelation ; 
4 for he in his beſt eſtate was but a meer natural, nian 0 
f04 ae „ regeneration is not a bringing of a man back, A fe- 
hag) ſtoring of him to what he was in Adam; no, but a raiſin 
Sa- of the c 


"I 


4 e creature, by virtue of its union, fo Chriſt, by the 

Holy Ghoſt, to the likeneſs or image of Chriſty who was 

„ ſet up by Jehovah as. the firſt pattern and draught of his 

#7, works *:. Who predeſtinated all the objects of his love, 

| o be like to him in nature, grace, and glory. . For, whom 

be did foreknow,' he alſo did predeftinate to be conformed to 

2 the image of his Son, that he might be the, firſt-barn among /t 

many brethren”, To be ſo like unto him, that what grace 

and glory he was poſleſs'd of, they, in their meaſure, ſhould 

=o have alſo : Vea, whenever God the Spirit makes them 

new creatures, as they partake of new life, they have 

nme ears to hear, and all forts of; new ſenſes, to take in all 

65 . - ſorts of ſpiritual things, as he ſhall be pleaſed to reveal 

n unto them. ee e e ee HI 

ene And this principle of life will continue and abide where- 

. oc ae, 4 a token f God's favour, and be in 
the heart that knows its own bitterneſs. that joy and 

well-ſpring of comfgrt which the world cannot give, Nor” 


* 


muſt have an ability ta hear ſpiritual things e 


- on.” "8 q 8 q 1 4 I pro=- 
, Prov. vii. 22, 23. Rem. vii. 29, 
30. John i. 20. X CoC |. 22 TY 
* 2 7 RP 46 pp, , N 
WT ” * wA* 1.5. Kh Boy 
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I proceed to the ſecond thing, which is, Chriſt's ſolemn 
charge, Let him hear what the Spirit ſaith unto the churches : 
Which brings me to take notice of the matter, form, and 


conſtitution of a Goſpel- Church: Sndrtire—Pirtiesa- 
== ere rhiehrthe cHhurcr NorfHr vonfiſt. 


FFF ͤ K ˙¹ A 
the form of the houſe, and the faſhion thereof, and the goings 
out thereof, and the comings in thereof, and all the forms 
thereof, and all the ordinances thereof, and all the laws 
thereof Y. Thus am I brought to what I firſt delign'd, viz. 
to treat of a particular Goſpel- Church, 


7 Ezek. xliii. 11. 


** 


* 


$ - 4 £ 
7 
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Of 0 Goſpel-Church, the matter, form, and con- 
= fritution, according to the ſcriptures. 


OME by a church. mean one thing, and ſome an- 
8 other. There are ſome ſo very ignorant as to look 
no higher than to a building of a particular form. Now 
there is nothing more evident from ſcripture, than that an 
artificial building is not, neither can it be, a church ; for 
the apoſtle directed his epiſtles to churches * ; and the 


church is ſaid to be purcbaſed by the blood of Gd. And we 


are commanded to give no offence to the church of God d. 
From all which it is plain, that an artificial building 
cannot be a church, Others vainly imagine, that none 
deſerve the character, but that which hath the pope for 
the head thereof; but this cannot be it, becauſe he is the 
firſt-born of Satan, the man of ſin, whom Chriſt will deſtroy 
with the breath of his mouth, and the brightneſs of his appear- 


ing. Others think there is none but that which is eſta- 


bled law, whereas mens laws cannot eſtabliſh 
; 5710 is not God's church which man builds, and 
is after his own invention . God never gave commiſſion 
to the pope, prelate, or civiſ powers to in anne churches, 
for the whole is of God: Therefore we ſhould not make 
e ſentiments of men our rule in this affair; for were we 
to do, we ſhould be always perplex'd and confus'd, 


and have no certain knowledge thereof: Wherefore, for 


ſatisfaction herein, we ſhall have recourſe to the written 
Motd : To the law and to the teſtimony . There we ſhall 


a true and genuine deſcription thereof. 
Pe 
And it 


The word Church ſignifies in the original 
called together, or an aſſembly called out of 


may be conſidered as inviſible, or viſible. As inviſible, 


1 
W - 7 = 1 Cor. i. 2. Acts ix. 28. b 1 Cor. x. 32. 
" ©zThefl. ii. 8. 4 Matt. xv. 6. © If, viii, 20. 


es Leigh's Critica Sacra, p. 83. 
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/ it does include the whole election of grace, that have 
been, are, or ſhall be. Upon this rock will I build my 
church*, And he is the head of the body, the church . 
Which body was by Jehovah, the'Father, choſen out of 
the reſt. of mankind in Chrift, before the foundation of the 
world, Hence we read of the church of the f- 
born, whoſe names were written in heaven, And as they, 
for the diſplaying of the glory of God's wiſdom and pru- 
cence, were brought into being in the firſt open man, 
(ho was called Adam) as a natural and federal head, 
who, being left to the freedom of his own will, fell from 
the eſtate in which he was created; they all fell in him, 
tho“ not all alike, for the non- elect had all their portion 
in Adam's hands; and they loſt all in him. But as the 
elect had grace given in Chriſt, they could not be loſt; 
therefore love, faithfulneſs, and mercy, did all combine 
to reſtore them unto Chriſt, their head, out of Adam's 

- ruins, and to bring them to poſſeſs that grace and plo 
which they were prepared unto, and deſigned for. Bleſed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Fejus Chriſt, who bath 
_ bleſſed us with all ſpiritual bleſſmgs in Chriſt, Here is the 
ſecurity of their inheritance. Thus the relation that was 
betwixt Chriſt and them, as it laid the foundation of his 
engaging in covenant for them with his Father, ſo of his 1 
coming in the fleſh, j iS PUT of them to 44. 
himſelt, and & opens the way? ot communication of alt e, 
ace; which being done, the Holy Ghoſt is ſent from the + 
Father through Chriſt, and accordingly theſe ſelf-ſame 
| perſons, who were choſen of God, and redeemed by Jeſus 
Chriſt, are called by grace unto the fellowſhip of his Son, 
and fo are openly form'd into a viſible church-ftate, which 


brings me to conſider, , "FP | 
— The matter and conſtitution of a goſpel- 
church, acrording to the ſcriptures. PR 
The viſible, or true W of Chriſt, is a com of 
God's elect, called out of the world, who, under the con- 1 
* duct of the Spirit of grace, Have given themſelves up to 1 
ö tme Lord, and one ano” bre in all inftiruted - * 8 
7 | worſhip, to the glory of God, and each others edification. OT (430M 
It is a pure ſpiritual body, or corporation, which. both g 1 


_— 
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Chriſt and the Spirit have an intereſt in, and relation to ; 
whoſe diſtinguiſhing characters are, choſen, called, and 
faithful: This is a part of that general aſſembly, and 
church of the firſt- born, whom he hath betrothed unta him- 
ſelf in loving-kinaneſs, and in mercy n; who allo are brought 
to know and acknowledge him as their only Lord, head, 
and lawgiver n. 8 
. — 1. It is a company [chat is gathered unto 
him as the living ſtone . It is a body, and the body hath 
many members v. 2dly. It is a company of men 2201 2257 
angels, for angels are no where called a church 235 = * 
is a ſpiritual company, or a company of ſaints; x 8 5 0 
called a holy nation 2. To the church / God at Corinth, to * 
them that are ſanXified i in Chriſt Jeſus, and called ta be! 755 = 
faints . So that if a perſon is of the church, it is requi- 5 
ſite chat he be holy. It is one thing to be in a church, 0 
be admitted by men, upon what they call the jud mente i 
of charity, and another thing to be added by the rd ſooo 
who brings in none but ſuch as are his ſaved ones *. a9, L., 
4thly. It is a company united together in one, for without 2 Ga hi 
union it is not a church, but a confuſed multitude ; united 3 7 
unto Chriſt the head, and-one another, therefore called. . 
body. There is one body * For as the body is one, and hath ve, 
many members, and all the members of that one body, bein 
. many, are one body, ſo alſa is Cbri ft *, (i. e. Chriſt re 
Now as reaſ the 2 thereoß, only fi 
to have fellowſhip with men as men, ſo it 19 Pracc 0 
alifies us to have communion with the ſaints, as hack > 
for fellowſhip is only of thoſe, and can only ſubſiſt among 
thoſe who are alike in nature and diſpoſition; for how can 
tuo walk together, except they be agreed" : Therefore as the 
church ſtands in relation unto Chriſt, ſo likewiſe one to 
another. Thoſe that are born of. Gad are ws. +: 
ſocigte with ſuch : Hence the apoſtle obſerves, that the 
pave e to the Lord, * unto us, by the will 
F Gods; fo join knit, united „ and compacted b 
agreement, were built far an habitation / God thro 15 
Pe All is thro' the PE 1 28 55 he only, that 


h made 
=» Hof i. 10. © Ie, nit 224 1 Pet. B. 4. 
1 Cor. xii. 12. C9. t Cor. i. 2. 
Acts ii. 47. t Eph. iv. 4. 1 Cor. xii. 12. 


w Amos W. 3. 2 Ser. viii. 5. Y Eph. ii. 22. 


or body form'd, that has not the Holy Ghoſt dw 
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made them ſaints, and ſo fit matter for this building. It is 
the Spirit, and not man, that moves their hearts, and 
makes them willing to join together in one body : It is 'he 
that ſupplies and gives all the gifts and graces that is in the 


members, and that iniſters nouriſhment to every part, 10 


the increaſing of the body, and the edifying of itſelf in love >. 
So that upon the whole, a goipel-church, according to 
the ſcriptures, is a company of ſaints aſſembling together 
in one place by mutual agreement, and ſpecial cove- 
nant, into one diſtin body, which, as occaſion is, is to 
be fitly ordered to enjoy conſtant fellowſhip with Jetus 
Chriſt, and one another, in all his ways and ordinances, to 
the glory of God'thro? the Spirit, and each others edifica- 
tion in love: Or, as the great Dr. Owen obſerves , 
<< That the formal cauſe of a church conſiſteth in an obe- 
« diential act of believers, in ſuch numbers, as may be 
< uſeful unto the ends of church-edification, jointly givin 

< up of themſelves unto the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, to do and 
< obſerve all his commands, reſting on the promiſe of his 
<« ſpecial preſence therein, giving and communicating by 
< his law all the rights, powers, and privileges of his 
church unto them; and in a mutual agreement among 


< themſelves, jointly to 5 all the duties required of 


them; with an eſpecial ſubjection unto the ſpiritual au- 
<< thority of rules and rulers, appointed by Chrift in that 
Me... TN Sh NN res 
From all which it appears, that a goſpe!-church is 


ſomewhat more than it is taken to be, and ſomething more 
requiſite to become a member thereof, than the generality 
think of: For hereunto it is abſolutely neceſſary, that a 
man have the Spirit of Chriſt : I any man have not the 
Spirit of Chriſt, be is none of bis; which Spirit of Qhriſt is 


the only founder of the New Teſtament church. A church 


it, as a living ſpring of all ſpiritual activity, is 
body of Chriſt. That eminent ſervant of Chriſt, Dr. 
Goodwin faith *, „ That the Holy Ghoſt was the firſt 
founder of the church under the New Teſtament. The 
* apoſtle writing to the Epheſians, who formerly had glo- 


ned of their temple of Diana*, as one of the ſeven 


RE Won- 


- Eph. iv. 16. * See his true nature of a goſpel-church, p. 25. 


Rom. viii. 9. * Vol. v. p. 10 and 11. Acts xix. 34. 
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< wonders of the Gentile world, ſets before them * au 
<« infinitely far greater and more "glorious temple, where- 
of they themſelves were a part, even the church uni- 
<< verſal, conſiſting of Few and Gentile. A building fitly 
« fram 4 together, that groweth up into a Holy temple in the 
« Lord d. But then who is. the builder and framer of this 
* fabric, age after age, till all is perfect! And through 
% whom allo is it, that this temple, when built, is con- 
& ſecrated unto God for a manſion- houſe or habitation“ ? 
« The 22d verſe ſhew both in whom (viz. Chtiſt) ye 
& Epheſians are alſi builded up together, for an habitation 
Tr ad thro the Spirit, which in the_coherence is as if 
had ſaid, He that made you (the Epnejians) a POWER, 
<« he is the great founder of all, both in the whole, 
and of every member thereia. Thus, in vecle aich. 
„ Thro' him, viz. Chriſt, we both, 7. e. Few and Gen: 
<< fie] have acceſs to God; but how ? Throi the 
< Spirit: Vea, he is the ſoul of this one body. ere iS 
< one body and one Spirit *, Chriſt bears relation of head 
<< to this body, but who is. the univerſal ſoul, which, | is in 
« all and every part of it? It is the Holy Ghoft, And, 
«© Oh ! how glorious a church and body mall Chriſt have 
= „ when. all are met together, and filled full of this Spitit 
cc at the latter day. "Fe that day i it is he who will * 
< it to bimſelt a Foce church, not having pot or 
wrinkle, or any ſuch thing ®. Thus ſpake the hu and. 
L the head of this ſpouſe. But who is the foul. that gives 
e this beauty, that form'd this ſymmetry of all the mem- 
„ bers, and adds life to all? It is the floh Ghoſt. And 
* now let us think, what a mighty vaſt work this forming 
and building the univerſal church is, whereof this Hol 
pitzit is che former and effecter. There was a perfed 
ce 3 and 8 of the whole, and every memb 
| of, in God's breaſt, an idea allo in Chul Ss Wet 
40 Nd Se will bring in che end the Whole unto, and 
cc 2. oh each living ſtone in the building, to bear a due, 
* ſuitable, and comely proportion in the whole, and each 
c to other. All the means of the churches edification, as 
« the word, miniſtry, and all gof el ordinances, theſe are 
of him, and bleſſed * him. e wrote JOY ſcriptures >, 
= 60 The 


e Cap. ii. *Fphin. 20.* Eph. ii. 22; + Eph. 4.4. 
. 27. 2 Pet. i. 21. 1 1 
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br "The affair of the mimſtry, And the work thereof, is in- 
c cumberit on him, lies on bis hands to manage. The 
« Holy Ob/f-faid ſepdrate'; which is as if he had ſaid, this 
is my work, it is proper to me; I am the immediate 
« governor and adminiſtrator herein; for all that any 
& way concerns the edification of the church, is 22 
mäffagement and care. Tis he makes mi- 
© niſters, all their gifts are his, and he doth diſtribute 
& them as he will. And as he makes them miniſters, ſo 
<« he. ſends them out A; and in vain it is for them to go, un- 

 * till he comes upon them. 
Much hre I might tranſeribe from that venerable per- 
ſon's, writings, but this ſhall ſuffice: From whence we 
may plainly fee what high, what honourable thoughts, he 
had of a church of Chrift. *Tis not every body of people 
that is [6' Salled by men, will be found ſo; for as Chriſt 
could not be Chriſt without the Holy Ghoſtz *twas he 
thut anbinte him? ; ſo no more can the church be à church 
bf Chriſt; Without the ſame Spirit 88 whole, 
And every member theredf. This church which is the 
body 6f Emi, is an orderly company; ſubject to ſuch 
rules; which" Jeſus Chriſt hath given to it, for its edifica- 
tiom: Hence the apoſtie ſays, Yet am I with yolt Behelaing 
vou of er; Which word order, is à military word *; 
"it's the order of ſoldiers in a band, keeping rank and file, 
"Where every one keeps bis place; follows his leader, ob- 
e ferves the word of command, and his right-hand man. 
There is nothing more comely, nothing more beautiful, 
than a church walking in order ; when every one keeps his 
place, Kos; and prackiſeth his Duty; according to the 
rule of the word. Now, to this orderly Company, hatt 
Jefus Ohtiſt given power, or authority, according to the 
laws ple fer ibed by hitnielf, to call, chooſe, an iet Apart, 
ſuch fnoers, to go before them in every part of inſtituted 
- worftilp; and the exerciſe of church power, as he path 
- appointed; ' Which officers of the church are in general 
of two ſorts; paſtors of biſhops, and deacons. Some paſtors n. 
- To the ſamnts in Chriſt Jeſus, ꝛohich are at Philippi, - with 


* 1 
* 


he biſhops and dleacous d. And their work is diſttibuted 
' the' biſhops and deacous . And their work is diftribute 
© 34 181 3 (2424.1 - ' a 715 + "i D f ; N a lags Mig had 0 
bonoggh ei lei, ene * at 


5! 1 K vill, 4, * Adds xiii. 4. ©) If. lai. 1. = Gal. K. 4: 
See Leigh's Critita Sacra on he word rats. Eph. zv. 17. 
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into prophecy and miniftry. Having then gifts differing 
accordin to the grace that is given to us, whether P ophecy, &c. 
or miniſiry v. Which brings me to conſider the officers, 
and their reſpective duties. 1 e e IS 


5 
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EV . 5 | urch 
F 
and ther buſineſs in their office-capacity. 
Aving conſidered what the matter and conſtitution of 
3 a church of Chriſt is, that it is a body of ſaints, and 
alſo an orderly body; which order conſiſts in the rank- 
as of the members into ſuch offices, according, to the 
gifts given to them, and the work appointed for them by 
Jets Chriſt ; that all the ordinances, according to his in- 
ſtitution, might be enjoy'd by them : Beſides, it is for the 
glory of Chriſt, and the honour of the church, to have ſuch 
officers, as he hath ordered, as ſervants to attend his royal 
ſpouſe. He. hath choſen Zion, and deſired it for his habita- 
tion; tis his reſt where he will dwell%, Till ue all come in 
the unity of the faith, and rd the knowledge of the Son f God, 
you a 2557 man, unto the 
1%, Uh ,.. 5 nne ft 21405 s gals 
Ihe church, in thoſe firikih . repreſented, like 
fgchildren under age; therefore 15 is to have officers, as tu- 


- 


f Is held Even as when we are born into the world of 
nature, God hath appointed proper food, fleep, and nur- 
ſing; which are God's ordinance, for our ſubſiftance and 


grchth; And if we have not ſuitable food, in proper time, 


due reſt,, and all needful care taken as to nurſing, and the 
(like, there will be a manifeſt decay of health, and a defect 


Vin growth.: So if any of God's ordinances be wanting to 
the . there will be a defect in them that are 

born again; and for all che ordinances which are deſigned 
u . I 4 enn £751 x 3K 1 for 
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meaſure, of the. flature of the ful- 


n and grdinancegzas means, by which her ſpiritual life 
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or 


2258S 
1 : 
« * * * 


A ScrxripTurE MANUAL. 19 
for the chriſtian's growth, proper officers are given by Chriſt, 
to adminiſter them in his name; which is an amazing in- 
ſtance of his infinite love and tender care over them: Yea, 
tho? there are but two or three in a place, he will not let 
them be alone; for he hath ſaid, here two or three are 
Fn together in my name, there am Tin the midſt of them *. 

e won't ſuffer his to travel here without ſuitable guides, 
for he hath promiſed to give them paſtors according to his 
own beart*, e 

The great God accounteth the education, and training 
up of his children, a very great and important matter; for 
if any of them ſhould be in any reſpect defective or want- 
ing in any thing, it would reflect diſhonour upon the head, 
caſt a deformity upon the whole body, and impeach his 
wiſdom, his prudence, his care for, and love to them: 
Therefore he has taken all care of them, and provided 
proper officers, and furniſhed them with gifts; who are to 
attend the work of bringing up his children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and to be as guides unto 
them, leſt they ſhould be carried about with every wind of 
doctrine u, or toſſed as ſhips on the ocean when there is no 
pilot that knows how to navigate them. And therefore 
when the apoſtle is treating of the ordinary officers in the. 
church, he uſes a particular word, he calls them xuSepruzes , 
which properly ſignifies governors of ſhips *, which re- 
quires greater ſkill, different and diſtin abilities, than is 
common to ordinary mariners; for every common ſailor 
is not fit for, nor has he knowledge how, to navigate the 
ſhip; no more is every good man called unto the work of 
the miniftry, or fit for a ſpiritual paſtor :. For thoſe that 


| Jeſus Chriſt calls, counts faithful, and puts into that of- 


fice, he furniſhes them with ſpiritual gifts, different from 
ordinary Chriſtians, and abilities for the right diſcharging 
the duties that belongs to their office, to his glory and his 
peoples edification. Which grace and gifts are by him, 
thro* the Spirit a communicated unto the men for whom 


he did receive them; who were ſeparated to the work of the 


geſpel r. Thou haſt received gifts for men *, or, as the phraſe 
may be rendered, Thou haſt received gifts in Adam, in 


Matth. xvii. 0. ; Jer. iii. 15. u Eph. iv. 4. 


„1 Cor. Xii. 28. See Leigh's Critica Sacra on the word. 


*Ich. xvii. 6. 7 Rem. i. 1. Pal. Ixviii. 18. 


þ © ſtrate the 


the man, or human nature . It bath pleaſed: the 'Father 
that in him ſhould all fulneſs dwell*, A fulneſs gift. Je- 
ſus Chriſt received theſe gifts, by the unction of the Holy 
Ghoſt, in his human nature: Hence the apoſtle ſaith, 
Wherefore when he (that is Chriſt) aſcended up on high, he 
lied captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men, He gave ſame 

apgſiles, ſome prophats, ſome euangeliſis, ſome paſtors and 
teachers, for the perfefting of the ſaints, for the work of the 
miniſiry, and the ediſying of the Body of Chriſi v. Qbſerve, 
ſome peftors, for the wark of the miniſtry, the name which 
the ordinary miniſters of the church are called by. 

The perſons employ'd in this ice were a gift to Chriſt 
by the Father, and they and their miniſtry are a gift of 
Chriſt to his church; not called ſa only begauſe freely 
| ie by him, but alſo becauſe all their ſpiritual gifts and 
abilities do eſſentially belong unto. it, and indeed are its 
life, and inſeparable from its being, The miniſtry of the 
church, the paſtoral office, is a moſt honourable, a moſt 
glorious employ, an honour that was neyer conferred upon 
any of the angelic race, an employ they were never in- 

truſted with: But a miniſtry without, or devoid: of ſpi- 
ritual giſts, is no, miniſtry of Chriſt's giving z neither is 
5 nor can it be, of any other, ule, but to deceive the ſouls 

men. Y ed THO 3D . 1 
The great Dr. Oren, in his valuable diſcourſe on ſpi- 
ritual gifts, ſaith, To ſet up a miniſtry, that js deſtitute 
es of ſpiritual $i, is to deſpiſe 1 and uttesly to fru- 
| | nds. of the miniſtty; To ſet up à miniſtry 
c which-may-be continued by outward forms and orders 
< of men only, without any ſpiritua} communications of 
1 8 from Chriſt, is to deſpiſe his authority and care: 
Neither is it his mind that any church ſhould continue 

in order longer, or otherwiſe, than as he beſtows theſe 

« gifts for the miniſtry t. Moreover gifts are abſolutely 
neceſſary, for they are. the only means whereby the work 
of the miniſtry. can be performed, and the ends thereof 
attained, under the benign influences. of the Holy Spirit; 
which are the, petfecting (or jointing in) of the ſaints, the 
edifyin of thebod 7 * U. anc Te eripacof.” ; 
other ſheep, neee — 
e Ley ee, 


» See Dr, Owen on Spiritual Gifts, p. 2241 | Col, i. 19s 
? Eph. WA 8. os & Dy. Orven, P. 228. ; 43 "rf i T . 
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or be done, without theſe gi 
' a miniſtry deſtitute of them is no other than a mock mi- 
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the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt, to 2 


perfect man. Now, peck at all of this can take place, 
s' of the Spirit; and therefore 

niſtry, and no ordinance of Jefus Chriſt. | 
I ſhall here take the liberty of tranſcribing a paſſage or 
two from the above venerable perſon. ** And (faith he) 


46 it will one day appear that there is more glory, more 


* excellency, in giving one poor miniſter unto a congte- 


E gation, by furniſhing him with ſpiritual gifts for the 
4. 


iſcharge of his duty, than in the pompous inſtalment 
6 of a thoufand popes and cardinals, &c. ' Again he 


faith, * To erect a miniſtry by virtue of outward order, 
“ rules, and ceremonies, without gifts, for the edifica- 


„ tion of the church, is but to hew a block with axes, 


. and ſmooth it with plains, and ſet it up for an image 


te to be adored. To make a man a miniſter who can do 
ee nothing of the proper peculiar work of the miniftry, no- 
5 thing towards the only end thereof in the church, is ta 


& ſet up a dead carcaſs, faſtening, it to a poſt, and expect 


$* it ſhould do you work and ſervice.” Again he faith, 
* And where God calleth any, or chooſeth any unto an 
v6 offic charge, or work in the church, he always fur- 
* niſheth them with gifts ſuited unto the end of them. 
© Vea, his call is no otherwiſe known, but by the gifts 
Fe which he communicates for the diſcharge of the work 
* or office whereunto any are called. Moſt men preatly 
be inſiſt on the neceſſity Fe an outward call 'unto the of- 


te fice of the miniſtry, and ſo far no doubt they do well, 


&* for God is the God of order, that is of his own ap- 


te pointing. But whereas they limit this outward call 


eg of theirs unto certain perſons, ways, modes, and cere- 
£ monies of their own, without which they will not al- 
* low that any man is rightly called unto the miniſtry, 
te they do but contend to oppreſs the conſciences of others 
f by their power and with their inventions. But their 
<<. moſt pernicious miſtake is yet, remaining; which is, 
$6 Tf - perſons have or do receive an outward. call in their 
% mode and way (which, what it hath of a call in it I 
t know not) they are not ſolicitous whether they are 
ie called of God or no. For they continually admit of 

es | ; „Fe them 


e Spiritual Gifts, p. 224. + Dr. Owen p. 232. 
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tc them to their outward call on whom God hath be- 
<< ſtowed no ſpiritual gifts, to fit them for their office: 
<« Whence it is as evident, as if written with the beams of 
<< the ſun, that he never called them thereunto. And 
46 they are as watchful as they are able, that God him- 
<< ſelf ſhall impoſe none on them beſides their way and 
<c order, and their call: For let a man be furniſhed with 
<< miniſterial gifts never ſo excellent, yet if he come not 
<< up to their call, they will do what lies in them for ever 
e to ſhut him out of the miniſtry ; but they will impoſe, 
« upon God without his call every day; for if they ordain 
<« any one into office in their way, tho' he have no more 
« of ſpiritual gifts than Balzam's aſs, yet if you will be- 
<« lieve them, Chriſt muſt accept of him for a miniſter of 
e his, whether he will or no. But let men diſpoſe of 
things as they pleaſe, and as it ſeemeth good unto them, 
«© Chrift hath no other order in this matter, but as every 
« one hath received the gift, fe let them miniſter as good © 
« flewards of the grace of God®, It is true, that no man 
<< ought to take upon him the office of the miniſtry, but 
« he that is, and until he be, folemnly called and ſet 
« apart thereunto by the church; but tis no leſs true, 
se that no church hath rule or right to call or ſet apart 
« any one to the miniſtry, whom Jeſus Chrift hath not 
< previouſly called by the communication of ſpiritual gifts 
« neceſſary to the diſcharge of his office *.“ FF 
Once more he ſaith +, © Some negle& them, and ſome 
« reject them, and openly renounce all concernment in 
« them, and have eſpouſed lazy outward helps in their 
* room ; they blaſpheme the author of them in others, 
« and declare them all to be delufions, fancies, and ima- 
„ ginations. And if any have confidence to own the aſ- 
* Ftance of the Holy Spirit in the diſcharge of the duties 
* of the Goſpel unto the edification of the church, he be- 
< comes unto them a ſcorn and a reproach. Theſe are 
c bragches cut off from the vine, whom men gather, or 
4 thoſe whoſe miſerable condition is deſcribed by the 
< apoſtle ©, | IE IE TE, 


. Thus 
1 Pet. iv. 10. Rom. xii. 6, 7, 8. Oven on Spiritual 


Gifts, p. 123, 124, 125. f Ditto, p. 130. Heb. vi. 4, 5, 6. 
\ 2 5 a | . 5 — f : 
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Thus far that great man of God: From which it ap- 
pears, that he apprehended ſpiritual gifts were abſolutely 
neceſſary to the goſpel miniſtry; and really whatever per- 
ſons may think or ſay, no man is, no man can be, a mi- 
niſter of Chriſt, or a ſpiritual paſtor without them: For 
where the Lord Chriſt gives no gifts, he hath no work 
for ſuch to do: Neither doth he require of any, any ſpe- 
cial duty, where he doth not give ſpecial abilities for that 
duty. Therefore for any to think themſelves or others 
meet for his work and ſervice, in the ſtrength, of their 
natural or acquired parts, is to deſpiſe his authority, and 
diſcovers great ignorance of the importance and nature of 
the wok. | 5 5 
Now thoſe ſpiritual gifts, thoſe abilities, which are fo 
neceſſary, I humbly conceive are diſtin from the gra- 
cious principle, and are to the | a man. that which 
Teaſon is to the gatural man: For if the natural man, 
when born into a world, has not a capacity, he is inca- 
pable of inſtruction, and taking in of natural things; and 
it is not all that all the men of the world, or all the an- 
gels of heaven can do, that can procure this natural ca- 
fie So a man muſt be born of the Spirit in order to 


* 


E is being capable of receiving ſpiritual things ſpiritually. 
If tbe r intellectuals are e ms 45 = 
{cannot ſoar above nature; men of inbred natural capacity 
without a work of grace on their ſouls, cannot undexſta 
the n given to yet g Friow the myſteries af the 
Lingam. How many men of active fancies, . piercu 
judgments, of great underſtandings, voluble ready ſpeech, 


"ſtrong and, tenacious memories, with whom the goſpel 


"hath no more credit than a fable, yea, is deſpiſed, Na- 


tural parts are one thing, acquired parts another, and men 
ay be prudent and acquire knowledge, yea, abound with 
the wiſdom of this world, ſo as to be called wi/e men after 
the fleſh *, and yet be ignorant of the goſpel, and ftranger 
ito, the gifts of che Spirit. Wherefore a learned expaſitor 
Kath ®, “ Every true miniſter of the goſpel has the Spirit, 
and the gifts of the Spirit, more or leſs, to qualify, him 
ce for his Work; he is ſeparated, and called to it by him, 
and teceives his ſpiritual light and knowledge from him | 
"th PORT OAT BEL pe 
« 6 


Matth. xiii. 11. f 1 Cor. i. 26. 28 e Dr, Gil/'s 
* Expoſ. of New Teft. on 1 Joh. iv. . vn. Ye; 9 
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«it is he that teaches him found doctrine, lot 2 him 
into all truth as it is in Jeſus, and drings every Mary 
"<<. truth to his remembrance, and who ſucceeds his mi 
4 ſtrations to the good of ſouls: But there ate ſome who 
4 call themtelves miniſters of the goſpel, who, tho! they 
_ may | have ſome natural abilities, and a ſhare of human 
«/Jextning, and a notional knowledge of things, yet have 
<< nevet received either grace or gifts from the ne 11 
E have they ever been Called by him.“ Hence it is id, 
"The naturul man e ot the things of the Spirit ns Git, 
"either dan be know them 2. The man of ſoul, of thought 
of brit, and capacity, meh of quick anderflandit ding i 
other rhiogs, have not, this ability. And thoſe abilities, 
in mort, Wnich are given to a ſpititual man by the Hol oly 
Ghoſt,” is a 0 alt to know, underſtand, 1 in, 

— * ſpiritual things, in à ſpl ltiruaf Way. Gr, in 
vun l, 1 51. 
fpiciciall 5 186 1 
of ſpeaking, 15 oift utferatice, 


ey confiſt in & mouth 
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Dr. Owen, diſcourſing on the ſubject of ſpiritual gifts, 
ſaith ®, The church is the proper ſeat and ſubject of 
them, to it are they granted, and in it do they reſide; 
for Chriſt is given to be head over all things unto the 
% church. But this church falls under a double conſidera- 
tion: Firſt, as it is believing ; ſecondly, as it is pro- 
s feſling. *In the firſt reſpect abſolutely it is inviſible, and 
as ſuch, is the peculiar ſubject of ſaving grace. This is 
* that church which Chriſt loved and gave himſelf for, 
<<. But gifts are beſtowed on the profeſſing church, to ren- 


4 der it viſible in ſuch a way as whereby God is glorified, 


Grace gives an inviſible life to the church; gifts give it 
<« a viſible profeſſion. Where any church is organized 
<< merely by outward rules, perhaps of their own deviſing, 
© not following the leadings of the Spirit in the commu- 
<« nications of his gifts, both as to order and diſcharge of 
“é the duties of profeſſion, it is but the image of a church, 
« wanting an animating principle and form. For that pro- 
<« feſhon which renders a church viſible, according to the 
mind of Chriſt, is the orderly exerciſe of the ſpiritual gifts 
« beflowed on it, in a converſation evidencing the l 
<« principle of ſaving grace. Theſe gifts are conferred on 
<« the church in order to the edification of itſelf in love, 
< as alſo the propagation of its profeſſion in the world.” 
To which the word agrees when it faith, Now: there were 
in the ew certain - prophets and teachers; that is, men 
_ endow'd with ſpiritual gifts for the explaining of the pro- 
phecies, and were apt to teach *, having an undtion from the 
Haly One l, as they miniſtred to the Lord: The Holy Ghoſt 
. ſaid, Separate me Saul and Barnabas, for the work whereunta 
i have called them®, _ 1 
From all which 'tis plain, that the call of a church in 
Chriſt's name, for the trial of gifts, is needful; and alſo 
that the church has power from Chriſt, to ſend forth ſuch 
as, upon trial, are found qualified for that ſervice: And 
having called, and ſent them forth into the work, tis their 
buſineſs before they chooſe or ſet any apart to office, to 
make trial whether the gifts with which they are endow'd 
are for their particular edification as a church; for, for 
a church to call, chooſe, * ſet apart one to office, who 
- | | is 


F. 138, 219- k 1 Tim, iii. 2, 2 Tim. u. 2, i Joh. 
ui. 20. Ads xiii. 1, 2, 3, 4+ 9 
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is not known to them, of whoſe frame of ſpirit and walk- 
ing they are ignorant of, is to act in the moſt prepoſterous 
manner. So on the other hand, for any to impoſe a mi- 


niſter on a people, is tyranny and oppreſſion. to the laſt 


degree, and deſtructive of all church order, and, in the 
end, of the very being of the church itſelf in ſuch a place : 
How ſuch perſons will be able to hold up their guilty heads 
before Jeſus Chriſt, whoſe prerogative they have invaded, 


muſt be left till he comes in the clouds of heaven. There- 


fore the call of one to the paſtoral office, of which we are 
about to treat, is the act of a particular church, in the 
name of Jefus Chriſt, Auge erde the choice, and 
ſetting apart a perſon of 3 Ilities, a whoſe gifts 
they —— made gol, to go before them in the admi- 
niſtration of? all ordinances. ?Tis the act of the whole 
church, who are to judge what gifts, and what miniſtry 
moſt ſuits their edification. And there can be no greater 


affront given unto Jeſus Chriſt, than for any to act in this 


office in the neglect of, or oppoſition to, the rules that 
he hath appointed. Ile gave ſome paſtors. It is not my 
preſent deſign to give an account of all the qualifications 
required in perſons called unto, and inveſted with, this 
office, nor yet of all their duty and work; it hath been 
done already. by others, and is frequently taken notice of 
at ſetting apart perſons hereunto : But ſome few things re- 
lating to this officer in the church, and his office, I ſhall 
attempt. 1 5k : BILLS: ue 
This name of Paſtor, or Biſhop, is not an empty name, 
or title of honour, as *tis by the Holy Ghoſt appropriated 


to ſuch ſervants of Chriſt in his church, as are called, 


choſen, and ſet apart by the church, to their work; it 
includes in it all love, care, tenderneſs, faithfulneſs, com- 
paſſion, and watchfulneſs in all the duties of going before, 
and feeding of the flock of God ", the ſheep aud Lambs of 
Chriſt*®. And it appears, yea is very evident and plan, 
that their principal work and buſineſs is to feed the church 
of God, from that great New Teſtament promiſe, And I 
will give you paſtors according to mine heart, which ſhall” feed 
you with knawleage and underſtanding b. Feed: the flock of 
God which is among you, taking the overſight thereof i. And 
this feeding conſiſts of two parts. 
1. In 
n Acts xx. 28. * Joh. xxi. 15, 16. „ Jer. ti, 15. 
e. v. 2. 5 8 2 


T 
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1, In teaching or inſtructing them, into the things of 
God; explaining and defending the precious doctrines of 
the goſpel, and adminiſtring the ordinances thereof. 

2. In ruling, or governing, or exerciſing that diſcipline 


that Jeſus Chriſt hath eſtabliſhed for his people to ob- 


ſerve. . | | 
Now, under theſe two heads I apprehend all the paſtoral 


work is included, for both are deſign'd in the term of 


feeding, as the word is uſed in both the Old and Ne Te- 
ſtaments, as is evident to ſuch as are converſant with their 
bibles. So that he who is the paſtor is the biſhop, the 
elder, the teacher of the church; for 'tis a name that is 
ſuited unto the work, the buſineſs, they are called to; 
which is to labour in word and doctrine; and all that are 
faithful to Chriſt, and to ſouls, find it a laborious work 
indeed, in which they oft labour unto wearineſs, not of 
their work, but are oft wearied therein: "Theſe love their 


Maſter, they love his ſervice, and will not go free, till he 


gives them a guzetus, or calls them home by death. There- 
tore, as the firſt and principal part of their buſineſs is to 
feed the flock of God, by diligent, conſtant, and con- 
ſcientious preaching of the goſpel, and adminiſtration of 
all ordinances, there are divers things neceſſary, as 

Fin, Spiritual gifts and abilities, as has been hinted, 
or wiſdom and underſtanding into the myſteries of grace, 
an unction from the Holy One, ſo as to be apt to teach , 
and to divide the word of God aright* ; without which no 
outward call, or order of men, can conſtitute any man 
an evangelical paſtor, or furniſh him with abilities for the 
diſcharge of his work ; for there is a wide difference between 
ſpiritual preaching and natural and rhetorical declaiming 
the former is the inſtitution of Chriſt*, which he never 


fails uſing for the good of his people; but wherever do 
we read of a learned, witty, rhetorical harangue, or cun- 


ning ſyllogiſtical diſcourſe, . being uſed for the converſion of 


a ſinner, or the edification of a real ſaint. It is true the 


nice conceited word of man's wiſdom may ferve for baſe 


cameleons, but can never be food for a ſolid Chriſtians . 


We have lived to be told (ſuch is the degeneracy of our 
times) that a good natural capacity with grace, and a littie 
i 2 92 human 
> 1 Tim, in. 2. „ Tim. i, 15. * Marth xx. 
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human literature, & all that is requiſite to a goſpel mini- 
{try ; and ſome go not ſo far, for they are fo ſunk, as grace 
is out of the queſtion, ſo that human learning is all that 
they look for; therefore it is oft to be obſerved, that 
youths, yea even boys, that have neither ſpiritual ex- 
perience, nor ſpiritual gifts, are made paſtors of churches, 
the moſt weighty, the moſt important office, in all the 
world. And really it is enough to make one's heart to bleed, 
to ſee how many unconverted men are put into the mini- 
ſtry, which has been, and is, the bane of real religion 


and how the miniſtry is run into very great contempt, 


through the giddineſs of theſe fort of perſons, who are 
mere ſnow-balls in divinity, rolling up numerous particu- 
lars, and many prepared ſentences, intend nothing more 
than to make a handſome ſchool boy's exerciſe, in the pul- 
pit, on the Lord's day, and ſcarcely that, and wholly give 
themſelves, either to idle ſtudies, and ſo come with Heir 
ſermons in their hands, which, like a noſe- gay of beauti- 
ful flowers, is pick'd from this or that quaint author, for 


to entertain and to pleaſe their filly auditories ; ſo that their 


diſcourſes are rather a banquet for the wantons that are 
full, than calculated for the inſtruftion of the ignorant, or 
thoſe that are even ſtarving for want of ſpiritual food, or 
elſe have recourſe to idle recreations, and are as great 
ftrangers to, and as much unacquainted with, divine 
things, in a ſpiritual, experimental way, as the place they 
Rand in. Oh! it is very melancholy to ſee! it is ſhock- 
ing to behold ! how many giddy youths are put into the 


miniſtry, in theſe degenerate days, and how many of 
greater age, but of as little gravity, diſcretion, ſpirituat 


ifts, for the work, the important work of the goſpel, 
ow many preach themſelves, and to diſcover their na- 


tural and acquired abilities: But if we attend to the qua- 


lifications of a ſpiritual paſtor, as laid down by the Holy 
- Ghoſt, in the epiſtles of Paul to Timothy and Titus, we ſhall 


find, that ſomething more than either natural or acquired 
parts, even joined with grace, and all the'embelliſiments of 


human literature, is neceſſary; and that is, ſpiritual gifts ot 
abilities ſuited unto ſpiritual things (as before obſerved) to 
make them meet for that work and office, that they m 


declare and make known unto the church the whole 
council of God * ; whereof, ſays the apoſtle, I was made a 


Acts xx. 27. . ae, 


"x. 
ey 
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miniſter, according to the gifts of the grace of God given unto 
me; beſides, he alſo le pris. the 24 appeared to him 
60 make him a miniſter and a witneſs x. And that the ſer- 
vants of the Lord might not be defective in an thing 
needful, the Spirit is promiſed to inſtruct, and affll them 
in their work: His care is very great herein, for he is, as 
Dr. Goodwin obſerves * * The Providor-General, to 
< overſee the overſcers of the flock, and to provide the 
<< fitteft ſtewards for every little flock, the flock over 
ce which the Holy Ghoft hath made you wverſeers y, And he 
<< furniſheth them with ſuch gifts as ſhall both ſerve, and 
ce moſt ſuitably ree, unto their capacities, and the bore 
<* of their underſtandings, and to work on their Hearts, 
< and in providential grace diſpoſeth of them and their 

gifts, as ſhall be moſt agreeable to their Spirits, and 
& ſpiritual condition. As ſome miniſters are fitted for the 
< profiting of the weak, ſo others to the wiſe, even as the 
<« apoſtle faith, he was debtor to both; ; and then he takes 
« a further f. pecial care of their afore-hand meditations 
< and preparations, to ſuggeſt ſuch materials and notions 
*< for their ſermons, as ſhall be food moſt convenient for 
te mens ſouls. They are ſtewards that give meat in due 
e ſeaſon . He fills the breaſts of . (their ſpiritual 
60 nurſes) with conſolations, and other truths, ſuitable to 
« the temper and conſtitution of their ſtomachs, and in- 
c ſtructeth them to ſpeak words in ſeaſon.“ It is he, as he 
furniſhes them with matter, doth aſſiſt them in the delivery 2 


of their męeſſage. Th ze as the Spirit gave them Al- — 
: teranca : p— from I 0 ſy Gholt we — the tru 


oy 


5705 2 
Tappyoics or the liberty of ſpeech ; which things we ſpeak%% rg a 


not in words, which man's wiſdom teacheth, but which 
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the Holy Ghoſt teacheth ©: He fires their hearts — 


tongues, that they do not ſpeak mere empty fo rn He 


werleſs words, but ſuch as _ mare A 
boacit in them: He makes the 
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1 5 
| 15 uſefulneſs of the word and ordinances, is from tlie 
oly.Ghoſt : Our goſpel was not in word only, but in power, 
and in the Holy Ghoſi*, who waiteth and watcheth 
when the people of God come to hear the word, and at 
the ſpeaking of ſuch a word by the miniſter, as he deſigns 
to make uſeful, he falleth on the ſoul, and carries the word 
home to the heart. Whilſt Peter ſpake theſe words, 
the Holy Ghoſt fell on all them that heard. 
I will. only add, that the glory of the goſpel-miniftry is 
the Holy Ghoſt : Thus Paul himſelf declareth, He hath 
made us able miniſters of the New Teſtament, not of tbe letter, 
but of the Spirit pl. A ſpiritual paſtor in the primitive lan- 
guage is one that miniſtreth the Spirit ® : And it is ſaid, Bar- 
nabas was a good man, obſerve, à good man, and full of the 
Hey Ghoſt, and of faith, and much people were added to the 
Lordi. Not only it is ſaid, that he was a good man, 
that is, one that had received a principle of grace from 
Chriſt's fullneſs, but full of the Holy Ghoſt, and faith; 
that is, furniſhed with ſpiritual gifts, and an experimental 
knowledge of the doctrine of faith, for the preaching 
thereof. Beſides, the ſcriptures alſo are given, that the man 
of God, the ſervant of Chriſt, may be perfect, thorough- 
ly furniſh'd to every good work *. Mark thoroughly fur- 
niſhed, without any knowledge of either the claſſics or lo- 
gic, metaphyſics or mathematics. Scripture divinity, with 
the Holy Ghoſt's teachings, furniſhes the man of God, the 
miniſter of Chriſt, for all; to ſuppoſe otherwiſe, is to 
impeach both the wiſdom of God, the tender care of the 
great ſhepherd, and to contradict the ſcriptures. More- 
over, what have the above ſciences (falſely ſo called) to 
do with the goſpel, where we find not the leaſt tittle of 
them, nor one word about them ? What help can, they 
be ſuppoſęd so afford to an underſtanding the doctrines, @#wh-h 
$2 he word,, Which are ſpiritual ? So far are they from being 
- - helpful to a ſpiritual underſtanding of the word, that, ge- 
_nerally ſpeaking, theſg men that have the moſt knowledge 
of them, are the greateſt ſtrangers to the truth, as it is in 
_ * Jeſus, and moſt profoundly ignorant thereof; yea, the 
greateſt enemies thereunto, for the carnal mind, or the 
wiſdom of the fleſh, for the word is forma 715 capuess is en- 
| 5 We — * > 7 8 * * — N mity 
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mity againſt God. , and renders a man more capable of 
arguing wickedly for God *; whereas a perſon of ſmall 
natural abilities, and leſs acquired, who is called by grace, 
and furniſhed with ſpiritual gifts, for ſpiritual underſtand- 
ing of the word, under the Holy Ghoſt's influence, is 
capable, yea, does more ſervice for Chriſt, than the great, 
the noble, the learned, and the wiſe, yea, than all the 
literati in the whole world, who are not thus furniſhed. 
Gd hath choſen the fooliſh things of this world to confound the 
wiſe, a. Thus a divine Jeſuſs once addreſs'd his Father, ſay- 
ing, Father, I thank thee, Lord of heaven and earth, becauſe thow 
haft hid theſe things from the wiſe and prudent, and revealed 
them unto babes ». I ſpeak not this in any diſparagement 
of human learning, or human inſtruction, which I highly 
value, and greatly eſteem, in its place; and if it is rightly 
made uſe of, and applied to proper perſons,” viz. ſuch as 
have received both grace and gifts by an unction of the 
HFoly Ghoſt, it is as ſerviceable as it is honourable; but to 
train up perſons for the work of the miniſtry, that give 
no evidence of either, and ſtuff them with ſuch kind of 
learning, as is before mentioned, which is as uſeleſs to 
a ſpiritual paſtor as the art of navigation is to a phyſician, 
is altogether vain; for the paſtor's only requiſite, and 
« Ccompleatly qualifying ſcience, according to the word, is, 
to know nothing but Chriſ bim crucified, and to preach 
Chriſt, not themſelves, not with enticing ' words , man's 
wiſdom, but in demonſtration of the Spirit, and of power. 
o preach Chriſt out of the pulpit, as well as in the pul- 
it, in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, to the poor, as well as to 
— 2 edify ber word and deed; and who is 
ſufficient for theſe things? c 45.2 ee eee een, 
I know full well, that an unſpiritual, unſcriptural way 
4 of preaching has been a principal means of bring- 
ing that noble, that grand, that ſublime ordinance, 
into ſo much contempt, and is one reaſon why the mi- 
niſtry of the word is ſo little regarded, ſo little attend- 
ed on, and hath ſo little effect; for the moſt labour 
to ſpeak the wiſdom of this world, which is foolzſhneſs 
with God v; and preach in demonſtration of their learning, 
to ſhew their natural and acquired abilities, at leaſt, as 
they think abilities, and often diſcover great weakneſſes, 
A 1 and 
I Rom. viii. y m Job xiii. * 4 1 Cor. i. 26, 27, 28. 
| „ Matth xi. 25. 1 Cor. Ul. 19. | 
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and conceited impertinencies ; yea, their main end is to. 
ſhew their wit, ir reading, and whatever they appre- 
hend is. excellent in them; not conſidering. the apoſtle's 
example, who was concerned to ſpeak the 1 wi/dom of God 
in demon/tration of the Spirit, with great plainneſs of ſpeech. 
Whereas theſe ſort of gentlemen-preachers ſeem ſtudiouſſy 
concerned to ſhut out the Holy Ghoſt in all their miniſtra- 
tions; ſo that as the preachers are ſtrangers to the divine 
Spirit, and his operations, the people are as tho* they had 
not ſo much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghoft* ; 
and every thing in religion is reduced to a dry form, a 
mere ſkeleton, and ſcarcely that. O] unhappy times! 
O awful degeneracy! Wo is me, that I ſo your in Meſech,. 
that I dwell in the — Kedar*! 


| Further, 2aly .are ſpiritual gifts neceſſary, 
but alſo a Gans sens ef the wer of evangelic: 
truth in their own ſouls, and the — of the Spirit mr 
dealing with their e in_ beginning. and carrying on 
2 work of grace, and conforming of their perſons to; 
image of a divine Jeſus: Without this they them- 
4 be as lifeleſs and heartleſs in the work, as their 
Jabours are unprofitable to others. 
The want of a real * experience of the power of 
oſpel on the ſoul, is the gon of ſo. many lifeleſs, 
Wedel, ſapleſs, orations; in words, but dead as 
to power, which languiſh d die upon the preacher's: 
lips. Now if men, and 0 as are ſpiritual, and 
had a ſpiritual experience I know it is not always 
allke with them as to ſpirity ſs in the work) were put 
into the miniſtry, and led to office, things would wear 
another face in the chugthes,. for the Holy Ghoſt: ſtands | 
eogaged to Chriſt as his adminiſtrator, to Pull and apply 
all the promiſes, and therefore he will own ſpiritual preach- 
ing, which is the: inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt, for the good 

| =. the church; while a miniſtry without ſpiritual gifts, _; 
Fpiritual experience of the efficacy af Tivine truth, is as 
uſeleſs as a lamp without oil. 
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wi 42 once more, that a ſpiritual paſtor is to rule. 
| and gdern, as well as to preach: He is to go before the 
chur in the exerciſe of that diſcipline and order that 


J Flvs Chriſt hath appointed, Obey them that have the rule. 
4 Adds xix. Ps pf. « exx. 8. 
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aver, you *, and remember them that have the rule over you t. 
It is their buſineſs to admoniſh, reprove, febuke, and ex- 


hort, as they ſee occaſion, and all out of a compaſſionate 


regard for, and love to the flock committed to their care; 
ſo that if they in the diſcharge of their office-work, are. 


not animated with affectionate and ardent love to their 
people, and a compaſſionate concern for the ſouls of men, 


who attend their miniſtry, and an 4 to the glory of God, 


have neither pleaſure nor profit therein; beſides, the cauſe. - 


TY 
* 


All their lives: But alas! how is this inſtitution of Jeſus 


+ oh 
+ 4 


their work will be a weariſome taſk, and. they themſelves 


will ſink, whereſoever they com. 5 
Now, would the churches be content and ſatisfied with 
the true goſpel, and a ſcriptural way of preaching, and 


ſubmit to that order a divine Jeſus hath inſtituted; were 


ſpiritual gifts to be encouraged and nurſed by paſtor and 


people, and a real concern to follow the direction of 


Zion's king in this important affair, which he gave to his 
diſciples and followers to obſerve, when he ſaid, Pray . ye: 
therefore the Lord of the harveſt, that he "will ſend forth la- 
baurers u. This is his work, and as he is a prayer-hearing, 
and a prayer-anſwering God, I make no doubt, but that per- 
ſons properly qualified, would be raiſed up under the anoint- 
ings of the Holy Ghoſt, for both parts of the paſtoral work, 
tho” they never ſaw or heard of an univerſity, or academy, in 


Chriſt neglected, and the churches pleaſe themſelves with 


the children of ftrangers, and are repleniſhed from the eaſt; 


A ., 
* 4 


therefore the Lord hath fot ſaken his people, the houſe of Ja- 


b * peed 4 
* CO 111 0 4 3 


Can any be ſo vain, ſo ignorant, that profeſs any regard 
for. the ſeriptures, to imagine, that natural philoſophy can 
any way be helpful to a right underſtanding of the laws of 
Chriſt, the order of the goſpel, and a due behaviour in 


the houſe of God, which is only to be learned from the 


ſacred oracles? Is it pofſible to ſuppoſe, that the claſſics 
can any way be ſerviceable to a follower of the lamb, a 


ſervant of Jeſus Chriſt, in reſpect to language? Surely none 
can be ſo ſtupid as to think, that great ſwelling words of 


vanity, that a jingle, a bombaſtic ſtyle, can be either 
ing e God, oz edifying ta the ſouls of men. 
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If a royal ediAt$#were to be publiſhed in the kind of 
ſpeech, in the dialeQt that fome uſe, who would be 
thought miniſters of Chriſt, and paftors of churches, 
every wiſe man would laugh at it. The more plain and 


ſcriptural any one's pulpit ſtyle is, the more agreeable to 
the mind of God, and the practice of the apoſtles, who 


came not with eniicing words of man's wiſdom * ; and 


molt likely to be uſeful to the people who attend. It is 
true, the apoſtles by the Holy Ghoſt recgjved the gift of 
tongues, becauſe they were to preach the Goſpel to people 
of every language, of all nations; (and an underſtanding 


of the oriental languages, is very uſeful in its place, and a 


knowledge thereof ſhould be ſought after by thoſe to whom 
God has given both abilities and leiſure) but even then, 
when the gift of tongues was received, we find not any 
infuſion of academic, or ſchool-learning, or underſtand- 
ing of philoſophy, or any of the ſciences by the Spirit ; 
nor was there any more gitts of tongues after the ſpread of 
the goſpel. God thought it needleſs. I therefore beſeech 


you, let us be no wiſer than God and his Chriſt, who have 


in every age converted, fed, and nouriſhed his own people 


by the fooliſhneſs of preaching; but never was it yet 


heard or known, that he owned TIE mfr preaching, 
or rhetorical declaiming, for the converſion of one ſinner, 
or the edification of a real ſaint ; neither are they uſeful in 


the government of the church of God; therefore I con- | 


clude, that academical learning, or even the knowledge 
of the tongues, is no way neceſfary to a ſpiritual paſtor, 
nor any way helpful to a ſpiritual underſtanding of the mind 
of God in the ſcriptures; neither do we find either laid 
down by the Holy Ghoſt, as a qualification of one that is 
choſen' paſtor of a church of Chriſt. £ . 
I freely own, that men by the knowledge of the tongues, 
and other human arts, may underſtand the things of a 


man, and attain to a more clear knowledge of things 


that are merely human, but none have, nor can have, a 
true, ſpiritual, experimental, or ſaying knowledge of 
Chriſt, or of ſpiritual things, but by the Spirit of God ; 
Which things we ſpeak, not in words which man's wiſdom 


teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiritual 
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things 
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things with ſpiritual. Let perſons take, heed how they, 
cry up man's wiſdom, for by this wiſdom the apoſtle ſhews, 
that the world knew not God; nor can they thereby know, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, nor the ſoul-refreſhing truths trea- 
ſured, up in the word; theſe are above the art and wiſdom, 
of man, let his knowledge of the tongues, or other hu- 
man literature, be what it will; but a good ſpiritual expe- 
rience of ſpiritual things, with ſpiritual gifts, under the 
leadings of the divine Spirit, to ule. the talents given, to 
the glory of God, and the edification of the church, is by 
far the beſt qualification; for it no ways becomes the dig- 
nity of a miniſter of Chriſt, a ſervant of the moſt high 
God, to play the orator in matters of fo ſolemn, and ſo 
ſacred a nature, as their work is. And left any ſhould think 
Iam alone in what I have obſerved, or carried things too 
far, I would adviſe all ſuch, if theſe papers ſhould fall into 
any hand which is ſo bigotted to human learning, as to 
think none ought to preach, or be paſtors of churches, 
but ſuch who have been trained up at an academy, or 
_ univerſity, and have the knowledge of the Fongues, to 
read the venerable and learned Dr. Owen's expolition on 
the Hebrews, chap. v. vol. ii. p. 404, 405, 406; who 
ſhews, that teachers Were trained up in the primitive 
N iy the ſe 2 1 7. — endowed with ſpi- | 
ritual gifts. by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, evezy,chuzch beigg , 
then Ke. for preachers. eee c 2. li: 
But to conclude, if men are put into the Hered office - .M 
of a paſtor, or the miniſterial work, who are deſtitute of Se 75, 
ſpiritual gifts, and ſpiritual experience of the power of | 1 
divine things, let their other accompliſhments, as to na- 1 
tural or acquired parts and abilities, be what they will, | 
they are no other, nor better, in my eſteem, than the 
little foxes which ſpoil the vines*, tho* they may have 
the ſanction of human authority: And as for thoſe who 
come forth, having neither human or divine authority, 
come not in God's way, not according to the order of the 
oſpel, but are ſelf-ſent ; they are the wardering flars * 
Jude ſpeaks of, who are not to be bidden God ſpeed ® ; 
neither are they to be attended on ©, nor any regard paid 
to them, for whoſoever 17 them God ſpeed, is 35 
5 | taxer 


y 1 Cor. ii. 13. = Cant. ii. 159, * Jude, yer. 13, 
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tiker of their evil deeds; ſo that if there is not that 
ſpirirual wiſd om, zeal, ſkill, diligence, care, prudence; 
diſcretion, experience, compaffion; and ſubjection to the 
authority "of Chr „ as Zion's king, which are requiſite 
to à faithful diſcharge of the piſtorat work, the glory, 
uſe, and end of the miniſtry, will be utterly -Beſtroyed 3 
ſpiritual and experimental religion will certainly die, and 
an Icabod, the glory is departed, wrote on ſuch churehes, 
Whetever theſe come; and therefore from all fuch; the 

od Lord deliver bis gear people; and raiſe up, Furniſh, 
and ſend forth labourers into his his harveſt. Ann 
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0 the 1 8 the Deacons, office, al their 
a 785 ; oy eee eee r 


Tal. ＋ 3 are two 0 of ordinary officers in the 
church, which are to be continued till Chriſt's 
ſecond coming, and that theſe are what he hath appoi inted, 
is very evident from the word ; particularly the ee 
which the apoſtle, by the Holy Ghoſt, gave to Timathy 
concerning them. And in his epiſtle to the Philippians, | 
he exhibiteth a true, genuine, and primitive plan of the 
Chriſtian church, with her officers, whom pe . 
and deacons. To all the. aints which are at Philippi, with 

* the biſhops and deacons®, From which it i lan, that this 

order of thurch-afficers : is of divine inſtitution and that 

theſe are of the greateſt importance and uſefulgeſs to de 
church, when their ofice-work is duly attended 0. S ain * 

A — conlidered ſome things relating to the karmer, 

vi. the ov paſtor, I proceed we conſider, ens 

viz. the rm and his office - worde. 5162 

The name by which this officer: is called to 

Aue from the other, is not an empty title, phos ons of ho- 

 . mour;' for the word deacon ſigniſies a painfub and laborious 
1 miniſtry, or to miniſter ſpeedily, with alaerity an e 
light, as runners in a race , and is rily giv: 
Jeſus Chriſt himſelf. Now I ſay that Jeſus 4 

miniſter. (the word is J ider, deacon): of 9 for 

the truth of God c. As our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the great 

of the church, to whom the carę of it was com- 

mitted; fo alſo he was che; deacon, a whoſe hands all 
the church's concerns He therefore, When he 

aſcended up on high, as an inſtance of his love and, cara, 

gave gifts to men; ſome were extraordinary, as che apo- 

. ſome are ordinary, as ſome paſtors. Now 1 
a the — office-work is inden a the 

paſtor's; 


21 Tim. Bi. 1. &8. „Phil. 1. 2. r 
fica Sacra on the word 3 14 lt. Rom. xv 
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paſtor's ; and therefore that the firſt officer in a goſpel- 
church, is a paſtor, is evident; for the apoſiles were pa- 
ſtors whereſoever they came, and had fulneſs of authority 
from Chriſt to exerciſe this office, as is plain from the ac- 
count that the Holy Ghoſt gives of the inſtitution of this 
office ; which may be ſeen at large in the Acts of the apo- 
Mes*. And tis very apparent, that the end of appoint- 
ing this office in the church, was to free the paſtor from 
attending on the outward concerns of the church, and to 
be affiſting and helpful to them in their great and i impor- 
tant work. Wherefore, for a church, when firſt gathered, 
formed, and conſtituted, to chooſe and ordain deacons be- 
fore they have made choice of, and ordained a paſtor over 
them, is to walk after the devices of men, and not to 
pay chat regard to the Inſtitution of Jeſus Chriſt as they 
ought ; who informs us, from the ſtandard of truth, which 
ſhould be our rule, that, Then the twelve called the multi- 
tude of the aifeiples umo them, and ſaid, It is not reafonable 
that we ſhould leave the word of 'Ged, and ſerve tables. Where- 
e, brethren, look ye out arithg- you” ſever: men 0 _ re- 
ot, full e "the Holy Ghoſt," and wiſdom, -w may 
aint over” this Buſmeſs. - Here is the — — 
is their qualifications, here is alſo their work. Lis a 
duſineſs, à miniſtry, a diſtin& work of miniſtry/i in. the 
church, tis an office of ſervice. © 
The word deacon, as before bleu ſig nine: al mi- 
mer and they are ſervants of Chriſt, given Sig him, to 
4 miniſter to the paſtor, and therefore called:.bejps *.; and 
joined with them in Paul's epiſtle to the Philippians, with 
the biſhops and'deacons *:i\ Joined with them becauſe of their 
being affiſting to them in their work. This is an office 
of great, very great, yea of the laſt importance and uſe- 
fulneſs, both to paſtors and churches, when rightly at- 
tended to and duly regarded. Moreover, the well-bi ing 
of both the paſton and the church, doth much, very much, 
depend on the right and ientious diſcharge of the im- 
portant duties thereof; which ſeem to be little underſtood, 
and leſs regarded, in this low degenerate: day, by too 
many that are called thereunto and employed therein; 
en I apprehend is one of the principal 2 among 


[ others, 


a 


185 Adds vi. 1 4, 8, 4» 16 7s . from” 1 Cor, Xi. 28. 
5 Philip. 2. | aft a9 rent y; 
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others, of the great decay of powerful. godlineſs and real 
religion. How perſons, who are called to this office, 
and are negligent in their attendance on the duties there- 
of, will be able to hold up their heads when they are 
called by Jeſus Chriſt to give an account of their ſteward- 
ſhip, I can't tell ; for to him muſt they be accountable. 
It would be well, if all concerned herein, would wiſely 
conſider the ſolemnity of the work committed to them, 
how much the glory of Chriſt, the honour of the goſpel, 
and the credit of real religion, are concerned herein. But 
alas] for the moſt part, this buſineſs, this miniſtry, is 
looked on and eſteemed as an ordinary work, to be per- 
formed in a tranſient and curſory manner, as ſcarcely de- 
ſerving any of our time, and for the diſcharge of which, 
little by the beſt, and none at all by ſome, is allotted for 
attending to the duties thereof; and if they are at any 
time reminded of their buſineſs, the common excuſe is, 
they have not time; which is all the reply that the poor 
2 can have, which, if he is religiouſly concern'd for 
the welfare of the church, muſt be of no ſmall grief of 
heart to him, to ſee things neglected as they are at this 
day. But if they would be plain and upright, the main 
reaſon of moſt is, they have no heart for, nor underſtand- 
ing of, neither do they ſeem to deſire to know, the duties 
incumbent on them in their office capacity; which makes 
the paſtoral work very heavy, and thoſe that are concerned 
therein. oft to groan, being burdened ;. for they are but 
men, and have their temptations, trials, and diſcourage- 
ments, as well as others: Therefore the deacons ſhould 
be men full of wiſdom and the Holy Ghoſt, that they 
may be a means of ſtaying up their hands. | 
What I propoſe, as the Lord ſhall 
ſhall be to conſider, d 


her help, 


I. A ſew things briefly concerning the qualifications: of 
. thoſe called to, and inveſted with, the office of a 
„ W ul 14 463 


II. The duties of their office; 1/7, To the church in 
general; 24h, To the poor; 3dh, To the paſtor. 
Firſt then, A few things concerning the qualifications 


of thoſe called to this office. It is neceſſary that the re- 
| | a qu J ilites | 
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quifttes: pointed out by the apoſtles, under the influence of 
— Spirit, be attended to; which are as follow z 
Wihersfore,' brethren, look: ye gut among you ſeuen men of 2 
report,” full of the Holy Ghoſt and wiſdom. 
2 then, It is neceſſary that theſe officers be men af 


honeſt report; this reſpects their moral character, for they 


ought to be men of known probity and integrity, having 
à good teſtimony both within the church and from the 
world; for their horieſty and fidelity; men gravely born, 


' witneſs: to, and carry a good report and favour. wherever 


they ate known ; fo the word — Of honeſt report, 
in reſpect to their dealings between man and man, in re- 
ſpect: to their behaviour, modeſt, ſober, not given to much 
a not cuuataus ł, nor given to diflimulation z but are 
inſtructed by the power and efficacy of grace, to regulate 
their — and affections, ſo as not to give into either 
lightneſs in their geſtures, or wantonneſs in their f. 

and apparel, or haſtineſs and haughtineſs of diſpoſition : 


Theſe are things oppolite to that gravity which are neceſ- 


ſary to be found in thoſe! called to this office. For per- 
ſons whoſe conduct. expoſes them to contempt, or who 
are” — 097209. pet (which is ſo requiſite to be found in 
ons by by no means to be called to, and inveſted 

which the word o:wo@ ſigniſies, and is 

by ak tranſlators. rendered grave, as is to be found i in our 


— Full of the Holy Ghoſt. This reſpects their ſpl; 
endowments z and implies, that they have a rich 
ritual experience of the grace of God, by the Holy 
ſt's dwelling in their hearts, as a vital fountain of all 

ce. Not only are they to be full of faith, patience, 
gre but full of ta Spirit of faith, which puts life into the 


grace of faith; by means of which they are ſtrengthned 
with all might by the Spirit in the inner man, ſo as to ſur- 


mount difficulties, and be ready to utter and ſpeak of ſpi- 
ritual thing, according as they have experienced and taſted 


of the grace of God; for out F the abundance the heart 
the mouth Speaketh. # 3 7 


Wem a man is full of the Holy Gholt he is not haſty 


3 but. meck and lowly-in heart, is merciful 
and | 


45 — WORE 5 7 * dab o berg * 1 Tim 
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and compaſſionate; yea, there is a law of grace, love, 
and kindneſs in his lips: And there is good reaſon that a 
deacon ſhould be of ſuch a ſpirit, and full of the Hol 
Ghoſt; for as they are to be afifting to the paſtor, who 
circumſtances may be ſuch as may call for all the help, 
both ſpiritual and temporal, that they. are or may be cap- 
able of affording. For as paſtors are men of like 1 
fions with others, they are oft diſcouraged from a ſenſe of 
their own ' inability for the work, or on the account of 
their little apparent ſucceſs, or on the account of Satan's 
temptations, the workings of nature, and the trials of life; 
therefore as the deacons have to do with them, they need 
to be e Ghoſt, that they may know how to 
ſpeak a Word, a word in ſeaſon, to encourage their 
hearts, and to ſtay up their weak and feeble hands. Or 
if they at any time are grown worldly, indolent, and ne- 
sene of their work, they need the Spirit to be able to 
ſtir them up to more aſſiduity and diligence in their facred 
employ, which they are to attend unto with the approba- 
tion and conſent of the church; for they ought to do no- 
thing in this, or in any other caſe of importance, without 
the concurrence of the church, who is ſole judge in all 
caſes as relate to the glory of God, the peace, comfort, 
and well-being of the body; and who is ſo proper for this 
as thoſe that are emptied of their own ſpirits, and full of 
the Holy Ghoſt? Beſides, they have to do with all the - 
church, the poor, and ſick, as I ſhall afterwards ſhew, 
therefore need to be men full of the Divine Spirit. | 
But 3dly, And wiſdom. Full of wiſdom. This wif- 
dom is a ſpiritual gift, and appears in an underſtanding - 
of the myſteries of taith, and knowledge of the rules and 
laws of Chriſt ; ſkill, ability, and prudence to make a 
right and due application of them, unto the edification 
of the church, and all the members thereof. Where- 
fore a church of Chriſt, in chooſing of this officer, ought 
to have their eye upon this pattern, upon this rule; for 
where the Fa Chriſt doth not furniſh men with theſe 
pre-requiſites, theſe abilities, in ſome meaſure, as by virtue 
thereof they are capable of joining with the paſtor in ob- 
ſerving church- order, and exerciſing of church-power, and 
aſſiſting them in the adminiſtration of all church-ordinances, 
according to the mind of Chriſt, and the edification of the 
church, which is his body, oo are not properly qualified 
_ for, 


42 A ScrieTurRe Max vA Il. 
for, neither ought ſuch to be put into this office: For it is 
only ſuch as are qualified by Jeſus Chriſt, as expreſſed, as 
are to be inveſted therewith : Men of hone/t report, and full 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and wiſdom. A SED ee ee if ORR 

On which words Dr. Gill obſerves *, © They were to be 
* men, not only that had the Spirit of God in them, but 
„% who were eminent for their rich experiences of grace 
“% and. who had ſuperior gifts of the Spirit, 9 Ys 
7, they were capable both of defending the truth againſt 
«© oppoſers, and of ſpeaking a word of exhortation to 
© duty, or of comfort under diſtreſſes, or of reproof to 
members, as circumſtances required.” So that on the 
whole we may learn, what gifts are neceſlary pre-tequiſites 
unto this officer ; Having then gifts differing according to 
the grace given us 1: And theſe are, in ſhort, ſpiritual wiſ- 
dom, knowledge, found Judgment, experience, diligence, 
courage, gravity, meeknels, and temperance. Now, were 
ſuch men engaged in this office, I ſhould look for a happy 
revival of real religion; for love to Chriſt would carry 
them thro' all difficulties, and engage them to aſſiduity 
and diligence in the duties of their office. But fo long as 
an eye is not upon this pattern, and people act from what 
are called prudential conſiderations, or to keep up the ex- 
ternal credit or reputation of the church, and ſo chooſe 
men that make ſome figure or ſhew in the world, this is 
the fruit of fleſhly wiſdom, or the wiſdom of this world, 
and is to walk after their own wills; ſo *tis no wonder 
ſuch perſons diſregard and neglect the duties of their par- 
ticular function, which were they to be attended to, things 
in the churches would not be at the paſs as they are in 
this declining day, thro' their neglece. 
1 Qgo on, Secondly, To conſider the duties of their of- 
fice. And ½, Towards the church, whoſe ſervants they 
are. For they are ſeparated to a ſpecial work (ſet over 
this buſineſs) tis a diſtin work of miniſtry in the church, 
and is emphatically called, A ſerving of tables; which is a 
very comprehenſive expreſſion, including the whole of 
their duty towards the church, both in reſpect to thoſe 
tables which are to be furniſhed by the church, and for 
the church. V 


© # See his Expo. on Acts vi. 3. Rom, xii. 6, 7, 8, 


bod of the new teſtament, which is ſhe 
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And ½, For the church, or their duties towards her, 
is to take care of, and provide for, the Lord's table, or 
that ſolemn. rite of breaking of bread, commonly called 
the Lord's ſupper. Jeſus Chriſt, as Lord of his own houſe, 
as Zion's law-giver, hath appointed a very ſolemn ordi- 
Nance, a moſt inſtructive rite, by means of which his 


dear diſciples do commemorate His love, his generous love, 


his amazing love, in all that he did and ſuffered, An ac- 
count of which inſtitution we have under the hand of one 
that was witneſs to, and partaker of, this grand ſolemnity. 
And as they were eating, Jeſus took bread, and bleſſed it, and 
brake it, and gave it to his diſciples, and ſaid, Take, eat, 
this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and 
gave it to them, ſaying, Drink 7 all 55 it : for this is my 

| for many for the re- 
miſſion of ſins k. And that this amiable rite is to be continued 
in the churches of the Gentiles, is obvious from the direc- 
tion the apoſtle gives for it, in his epiſtle to the Corinthians l. 


That the churches of the Gentiles ſhould be thus favoured, 


is an inſtance, a ſurpriſing inſtance, of the tender care, 
wiſdom, and grace of Chriſt. His grand deſign herein is 
the conſolation of his ſorrowing ſaints, the fire hening 
their faith in his abundant kindneſs, his exubera - 
neſs, and love towards them; that their abhorence of ſin, 
which was the caufe of his ſufferings and death, might be 
increaſed, and they, under the ſweet influences of his Spi- 
rit and grace, grow up in a farther degree of conformity to 
him. Beſides, hereby he gave ſuch a ſtanding inſtance of 


his tender and compaſſionate regard for the dear objects of 


his favour, that fills their ſouls at times with the higheſt 
wonder, and bows them with deepeſt reverence. Oh! 


= *how does the grace of the Divine Father ſhine, how is it 


diſplay'd in the gift, the unſpeakable gift of Chriſt! How 
does the love of Chriſt appear, in what a ftriking and glar- 
ing light doth it manifeſt itſelf, that in the night, the do- 


lorous night, in which he was betrayed, inſtead of con- 
ſulting his own ſafety, he was contriving how he might 
ſhew his love, and open the ſluices of his free and un- 
_ "bounded grace; for having leved his own, he loved them to 


the end n. O great love, amazing grace ! did ever any love 
like him! "This fills the angels with the higheſt aftoniſh- 
| A | ment, 
2 a 5 . 
Matth. 1 Cor. xi, 23, to 27, ® Joh. Xill. 1. 
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ment, and it makes the ſaints to cry out, I bat hath God 
wrought ! | EN 

Now, the deacons are to provide every thing neceſſary 
for the celebration of this noble inſtitution, this laſt le- 
gacy of the grear Redeemer's love: And they alſo, when 
the church 1s met to commemorate the kindneſs of the dear 
Saviour, are to furniſh out the table themſelves with their 
own hands, not by the hands of others; and to diſtribute 
the elements to the ſeveral members of the church, by 
and with the direction of the paſtor ; whoſe buſineſs it is, 
in the name of Chriſt, to bleſs and break the bread, and pour 
forth the wine, which by him is delivered to theſe officers, 
and by them to every individual of the body. 

_ Farther, I apprehend it is a part of their office-work to 
watch diligently over the ways, walk, and converſation of 
the members of the church, and to ſee. that it be accord- 
ing to-the commands of Jeſus Chriſt, the honour of the 
golpel, and the credit of their holy profeſſion ; and to ad- 

moniſh, charge, exhort, encourage, and comfort, as they 
ſee occaſion. | LE ROE 
Again, they are to watch againſt all appearances of ſuch 
differences or diviſions, as are contrary to that love Chriſt 
requires in a peculiar and eminent manner to be found 
among his diſciples. Therefore one in this office ſhould 
not be of a froward temper, or a jealous diſpoſition ; this 
is contrary to what the apoſtle ſaith of. charity (that is, 
this love) It is not raſh, it is not eaſily provoked, thinketh 
no evil, beareth all things, believeth all things, hopeth all 
things ®, This excellent grace, is that which ſhould take 
place in every member, but ſhould ſhine with a more pe- 

.Culiar luftre in ſuch as are,called to this office ; for they, in 

their office - work and capacity, are deſigned to ſhadow 
forth and repreſent the tender love, and compaſſionate care, 
of Jeſus Chriſt to his people. 
Moreover, it belongs to them to viſit the ſick, eſpe- 
cially the poor, when afflicted, either in body or mind, 
or both. This * is a moral duty, a work of 
mercy, for to the afflicted pity ſhould be ſhewn ; but it is 
2 ſpecial church duty, for one end of erecting churthes 
was that the followers of the Lamb might have all that 
ſpiritual and temporal relief, which is needful for en, 
5 | i 7 an 


ns I Cor.'xiu, 4, 2 6, 7. 
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and uſeful to them, in their troubles and diſtreſſes. The 
deacon is to ſhew mercy with chearfulneſs*. That word 
chearfulneſs implies, that what he doth he doth with ſuck 
readineſs, ſuch frankneſs, and ſuch thankfulneſs, that it is 
in the power of his hand to miniſter to the ſupply of their 
wants. For they are not to ſtay their hands till a brother 
be in extream want, or till he complain of need (for ſuch 
is ſome perſons fooliſh modeſty, that they'll periſh almoſt 
rather than make complaint) but *tis their work, their bu- 
ſineſs, to ſeek out ſuch as do really want, and to commu- 
nicate to their aſſiſtance, for they are ſeparated and ap- 
pointed to this buſineſs. 
In a word, it is their duty to admoniſh, warn v, and 
inſtruct, all the members of the church of their ſpecial 
church-duties, that they be not found negligent or wanting 
in them; and if they obſerve any remiſs in attending on 
church-worſhip, or in hog up their places, either at 
church-meetings, or at the Lord's table, to exhort them, 
and intreat them, to a more regular walk ; and to pro- 
vide, with the conſent of the. church and paſtor, a place 
for the church ta meet in for. worſhip, yea, and to ſee 
that worſhip is attended to, and carried on, with that re- 
gularity, decency, ſolemnity, and gravity, as the nature 
of the work requires; and if there be any that diſcover any 
concern of mind, under the word, to enquire after them, 
and converſe with them, and to acquaint the paſtor of 
them: Hence they are called helps 4. | | 


A remark on what has been ſaid. T0409 
Here we may learn, Fiyt, What ſkill, what under- 
ſtanding, into the faith, order, diſcipline, and worſhip of 
the church, is neceſſary to a deacon ; what holy courage 
and diligence, needful to the right diſcharge of the im- 
portant duties of this office. 3 „ 
24h, How theſe things before mentioned can be at- 
tended to, when perſons in office never viſit the members 
of the church, and are fo far from ſtirring them up, a 
that they ſeldom, if ever, enquire after them; are ſo fa) 
from this, as they know not who are of the church, nor 
are they concern'd to know them ; but what little ſpare 
time they have, they ſpend it at caſe at home, or on patties 
of pleaſure, or in company that ſuits their taſte at taverns 
; 0 N „ | a I a OTL 
© Rom. xii, 9. P Thef, v. 14. 4 x Cor. xii. 28. 
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or coffee -houſes, or in ſome other way moſt agreeable to 
themſelves, not regarding the afflictions of Foſeph *. Now, 
if the leiſure time from buſineſs was employ'd in ſeeing 
the welfare of the children A [frael *, it would turn to a bet- 
ter account ; yea, it would be better for the churches than 
that no time ſhould be employ'd at all: Or if one day 
in a quarter, or half a day in a month, or two or three 
hours in a week, were obſerved for this purpoſe, things 
would not be fo difficult as they are, nor religion at ſo low 
an ebb. And who is there but can find time, if ſo mind- 
ed, to take a tour into the country for a day, or an after- 
noon, to ſeek their own pleaſure ? Now, I ſay, if ſuch 
time, or only ſo much, was employ'd in viſiting the church, 
how eaſily might things be brought about; and I make no 
doubt, but it would be more advantageous to both officers 
and the church. | 5 
Za, How ſuch officers can acquit themſelves, either to 
God the judge of all, or to their own conſciences, who 
only attend on the church's worſhip one part of the Lord's 
day, or fit in corners or in obſcurity, whereas they fhould 
be in the moſt conſpicuous places of the aſſembly, that they 
may obſerve who of the church are abſent from worſhip, 
and how things go with the body of the people that at- 
tend; I muſt leave till he comes in the clouds of heaven, 
who, when he appears in his kingdom and glory, will fet 
all things in right order. Amen! So come Lord Feſus ; 
why are thy charriat wheels ſo long a coming ? YE 

J go on, Secondly, To obſerve their duties toward the 
poor of the church. Another part of the deacon's work 
is to miniſter to the ſupply of the poor of the church, out 
of the contributions of the church, and the friends thereof. 
Now, wiſdom is highly requiſite in them, and neceſſary 
to them, that they may be good œconomiſts of the church's 
ſtock, to manage it in the beſt manner, and diſpoſe of it 
in the moſt prudent. and frugal way; and to conduct 
themſelves agreeable to the different tempers and ſpirits 
33 to do with. It is the will of God that there 
ſhould be poor among his people; a Divine Jeſus hath 
aid, The poor you have always with you © ; yea, a poor, an 
afflicted people, are the Lord's for the moſt part, for he 
hath choſen the poor of this world, You ſee your calling, 


bre- 
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brethren, how that not many wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble are called *. Now, the child- 
ren of God ſhould be merciful, kind, compaſhonate, and 
tender hearted, yea, ſhould ſhew pity to, and have com- 
paſſion on, the poor ſaints, and affiſt them in their needy, 
ftrait, and Giftreſſed circumſtances, as appears from the word 
of truth. And it is the mind of Chriſt, that not only 
ſuch as are in affluent circumſtances, and do abound in the 
things of this life, but even thoſe of a lower claſs, who 
live by their labour, are under obligation to attend to this 
duty of communicating ; Let him that flole, ſteal no more, 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands the thing 
which is good, that he may have to give to him that needeth x. 
Chriſt needs in ſome, what he beſtows on others: If he 
has given to thee thine own, and thy brother's portion 
alſo to keep, wilt thou be falſe to thy truſt, and defraud. 
thy brother, in with-holding more than is meet? 
An ardent and flaming love to God, a warm and ſin- 
cere affection to Jeſus Chriſt, a real regard to the poor 
ſaints, as members of his body, a hearty concern for the 
glory of the goſpel, and a true ſenſe of the divine bounty 
to us ward, will moſt certainly prevail with us cheerfully, 
and liberally, to communicate, that it may be in t 
power of the officers to diſtribute as circumſtances require. 
And it is the deacons buſineſs to inform themſeves into, and 
acquaint the church with, the neceflities of the poor; and if 
occaſion is, to ſtir up the members who are in a capacity, 
to a free contribution, according to their ability. And 
therefore, as Dr. Owen obſerves, it belongs to a right diſ- 
charge of their office, that enquiry may be made, 1. Whe- 
ther they are poor indeed, and do not pretend themſelves 
ſo to be for advantage. 2. What are the degrees of their 
| poverty with reſpect unto their relations and circumſtances, 
| that they may have ſuitable ſupplies. 3. That in other 
things they walk according to the rule. 4. That they 
* work and labour according to their abilities, for he that 
will not work and labour, muſt not eat at the public 


i charge v. 5. To comfort, counſe], and exhort them unto 
8 patience, ſubmiſſion, and contentment, with their con- 
g | dition: All which might be enlarged and confirmed, but 
) they are ſo obvious, as he that runs may read, | 0 

; | re- 


ee, 1. 26. * Epheſ. iv. 28. * See his nature of 
& goſpel-church. p. 185. 2 The. iu, 10. 
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| A remark on the above. 4 | 
If it be fo as the doctor obſerves, as moſt certainly it is 
to every one that pays 7 2s to the bible; it is then the 
indiſpenſible duty of the deacons to get an acquaintance with 
the poor of the church, and to enquire into their circum- 
ſtances, whether they ſtand in need of any aſſiſtance, that 
none, on the account of their too great modeſty, may 
ſuffer: Such perſons there are ſometimes in a church, and 
they ſhould be ſeen after, and not neglected till they appl 
for help. And whatever the deacons do, ſhould 5 wi 
ſuch pity, tenderneſs, ſympathy, and ſweetneſs of diſpo- 
ſition, as may. be ſubſervient to ſhadow forth the bowels 
of a . compaſſionate Jeſus. - How, far this - buſineſs, this 
good work is regarded, and attended to, I ſhall leave it 
to the conſideration. of thoſe whoſe duty, by virtue of 
their office, it is to attend thereon, and only deſire they will 
afk their own conſciences, in the fear of God, whether 
they are found uſing the office of a deacon well. f 
Another part of the deacan's work, is, '3dly, To take 
caxe of the paſtor's table, that he be provided for anſwer- 
able to his character, and the circumſtances of the church. 
It is a certain truth, that Jeſus Chriſt, the king and law- 
_ giver of his church, has appointed, that thoſe that are 
called out by him to preach the goſpel, ſhould be 7 275 
ed by them that enjoy their miniſterial labours. Even { 
bath the Lord ordained, that they which preach the goſpel, 
Haul live of the goſpel*. And if any would be ſo captious 
as to ſay, where has the Lord appointed it, let ſuch per- 
ſons conſult their bibles; from whence it (evidently ap- 
pears to an unprejudiced mind, that the maintenance of a 
pel-miniſtry is a ſtanding -ordinance of Jeſus Chriſt. 


| And when the apoſtle ſaith, they ſbould live OY goſpel, I 
apprehend he does not mean, that they ſhould be allowed 


juſt ſuch a pittance as is ſufficient to keep them from ſtary- 
ing, for if that is all that is intended, how can they pro 

| vida for things honeſt, not only in the fight of the Lord, but 
in the fight of men, and alſo anſwer one part of their 
character, given to hoſpitality d; ſo that they ould be pro- 
vided for in ſuch a manner as is agreeable to their holy 


cal- 
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calling, and that they be able to anſwer their character, 
and not to be incommoded in the diſcharge of their office- 


work, nor laid under any temptation to deſert the mi- 


$ * 4 * _ 


dinger fear of want. 63 . ano een ois l 
The maintenance of a goſpel-miuiſtry is not a thing of a 
trivial nature, or matter of indifferency, which may or 
may not be attended to, according to the capricious hu- 
mours of men, but is a poſitive inſtitution, and an ordi- 
nance of Jeſus Chriſt, as is evident to every one that pay 
any deference to the. authority of the New Teftament *; 
Wherefore, fo long as it is in the power of a church, and 
the friends thereof, to provide liberally for the ſupport of 
their paſtor, God expects that the deacons ſhould ſee to 


it, for he will not ſuffer his commands to be {lighted ot 


evaded. Be not deceived, God is not macked, for Tohatfoever 
a. man ſotueth, that ſhall he alſo reap. For it is no leſs the 
duty of a miniſter, than of other men, to take care of his 
own, that they are not expoſed to a thouſand miſeries; 
and temptations, when he is gone, which is oft the caſe ; 


and their wives and children frequently left in very unhappy 


circumſtances. I freely confeſs, that a covetous, raki 
diſpoſition, and temper, very ill becomes a private Chriſ- 
tian, but is worſt of all in a miniſter, who is under ſpe- 
cial charge to uſe hoſpitality; and if ſo, without contro- 
verſy, the people are under obligation to endeavour 
that he may be capable thereof; for we greatly miſtake, iſ 
we think he can, or ought to diveſt him of the due 


affection of a huſband towards his wife, or of a father 


towards his children, and not incur the apoſtle's cen - 
ſure, where he ſays, Such as provide not for his own, ' 
and eſpecially for thoſe of bis own houſe, be hath denied 


' the faith, and is worſe than an inſidel a. And if the deacon 


finds, upon enquiry, that the paſtor is not ſo . for, 
as to render him capable of periorming his relative duties, 
he is to recommend the conſideration thereof to the church, 
and the friends, whom they are to ſtir up, if able, to a more 
liberal contribution in the moſt . engaging terms. Whict 


contribution ought to be, fit, In a way of bounty, not 


ſparingly . Secondly, In a way of equality, according td 
perſons abilities f. Thirdh, With reſpect to preſent fact | 
bY | i” | ceſs, 


1 Cor, ix. 10, 11, 12, 13, 14+ Gal. vi. 6, 7, 8, 
41 Tim. v. 8. 2 2 Cor. ix, 5. 6, 7. 2 Cor. vi 
12, 13, 14. | | 
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ceſs, and thriving, or flouriſhing in the things of this life t. 
Fourthly, With chearfulneſs, willingneſs, and all freedom b. 


From all which it appears, that they ought to admoniſh thoſe 
that are negligent, and do nothing at all, or do not ac- 


* cording to their abilities; and if they perſiſt in a neglect 


of duty, after due admonition, they are to inform the 
church thereof, when met together. | 
If it be ſo as above, I ſhall beg leave to aſk, how per- 


4 ſons, bearing this office, ſhould know when or whether the 


aſtor is ſuitably provided for, when they ſeldom come at 
Fm ; and if at any time they call on him, never give 


themſelves the trouble to make enquiry how he goes on, 


either in a temporal or ſpiritual way. I aſk again, how 
ſuch perſons: can ſatisfy their own conſciences, or how 
they think to anſwer ſuch neglects to the Lord Chriſt, who 
is judge of all. Theſe gficers in a church ſhould be unto 
the paſtor, that which Aaron and Hur were to Moſes, 
of whom it is ſaid, they ſtayed up his bands i. But alas, 
bow dreadſully is this neglected | how awfully diſrega 

ed in this licentious ages for there are but few or — 1 
that ſeem to have any knowledge of what they engage in, 
when they are inveſted with this office, neither are they at 
all concerned to inform themſelves, or to be informed into 
the nature of their work and buſineſs, which makes the 
paſtoral work very heavy, and is very injurious to the 


church of God, and doth ſtrike at the well- being thereof; 


and alſo is exceeding grieving. and diſtreſſing to ſuch paſ- 


tors as have the glory of Chriſt, and the good of his dear 


people, at heart. That I may not appear ſingular in what 
J have wrote, I ſhall now tranſcribe ſome paſſages from 


ſome whoſe names are precious, and highly eſteemed in 


the church of God, to corroborate what has been ob- 
ſerved. - S471 2111 af vii Hot 
The firſt I ſhall mention is Dr. Gill, who has theſe words* : 
< From whence we learn, what is the buſineſs of dea- 
<< cons, who were aftervards appointed to take this part of 
< the apoſtle's work off their hands, and attend to it, which 
eis to ſerve tables, the table of the Lord, by providing 
5 bread and wine for it; receiving both from the miniſter, 
« when bleſſed, and diſtributing them to the members; 
| « and 
1 Cor. mi. 2a. | > 2 Cor. vii. 2, .- i Exod; xvii, 12. 
See his expoſition an Acts vi. 2, 3. e 
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c and collecting for the poor, and defraying the charges, 


and obſerving what members are miſſing at the ordi- 


* nance, whom they are to admonith ; and if their ad- 
«© monitions are not regarded, to report it to the church: 


« And they are likewiſe to ſerve the miniſter's table, by 


<« taking care that he has a ſufficient competency for his 
„ ſupport; and it belongs to them to flir up the mem- 
<< bers of the church to their duty, in communicating to 
„him; and what they receive of them, they are to apply 
« to his uſe; and alſo they are to ſerve the poor's table, to, 
„hom they are to diſtribute of the chutch's ſtock, with 
e all impartiality, ſimplicity, chearfulneſs, and ſympathy. 

Again *, The deacons ate the helps-governments, men- 
* tioned by the apoſtle +; who are aſſiſting to the paſtor in 
< the government of the church; their buſineſs is to ob- 
c ſerve the converſation of the members of the church, 


e and to warn them that are unruly, and walk diſorderly, 


to compoſe differences, and prepare matters to lay be- 
fore the church: A deacon is Tpasdyuzres, one that. goes 
e before, and leads on others, by way of example, in his 
conduct and converſation ; and has the care of all the 
& ſecular affairs of the church, and ſo are an help to the 


* miniſter, by freeing him from all worldly concerns, that 


<« he may the better attend to prayer, and the miniſtry of , 


. © the word © 


Again, he ſaith on thoſe words, he that ſbetueth mercy with 
© cheerfulneſs ; this is a branch of the deacon's office, 
© whoſe work, among other things, is to viſit the ſick and 
diſtreſſed, and communicate to them as their wants re- 


s quire; all which ſhould be done, not in a moroſe and 


* frownitig manner, but with a pleaſant look, and chear- 
0 ful countenance, which makes the viſit and the gift more 
« welcome, acceptable, and uſeful: All Which calls for 
< a cloſe ſtudy of the word, great thoughtfulneſs, care, and 
e diligence.” Og | 
The other evidence that I ſhall produce, ſhall be that 
of the great Dr. Goodwin, who faith, ** The occaſion of 
* their calling was this: The apoſtles being ſent by Chriſt 
« with fullnels of power, being paſtors, teachers, elders and 
„ges Dr. Gill on Rom. xii. 8, 41 Cor. xii, 28," f See Gill 
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* deacons, finding themſelves burthened with the d. acon's 
ce office, which was the loweſt part of their ſpiritual work, 
<< they diſburdened themſelves of it, and {aid it was not 
meet they ſhould go to ſerye tables; therefore to ſerve 
« tables they laid down to the deacons; what the Age 


c did in that office, they delegated to them.” 5 


2M * Lord's day *, what they had 


* 


/ Din, p. 27. + Ditto, Pp. 272. 


Again! he ſaith, 5 So in the zew tgſtament, Chriſt firſt, 
4 appointed his diſciples the apoſtles for that office, wha 
6 received. the contribution I of the church, and therewith 
« ſerved tables; but' when, necellity required, they. laid 
& down chat office to others . Io ſerve tables implies, 
ec. to miniſtet to the beceflity of all their brethren, This 
co therefore was the care of the apoltles, to ſee. that every 
„ man's table. in the congregation was ſpread, Now, leſt 
ce it might be thought | that the fame. courſe. ſhould -1 
ae taken in all ages in the church, it fell out. otherwiſe, 
4c whilſt the apoſtles themſelves lived, that in the churches. 
c of the Gentiles which were rich, and men might, keep a 
4 property in their eſtates, and yet maintain the church, 
0 „ 000 were commanded to put it into à ſtock every: 

Ta aſide for the neceſſity 
of the church; and out of that they did prepare the 

10 4 table, the table of the officers, and of. their poor 
« Frethren of their own and other churches, according 
co their neceſfities. Now he Acacony in ſeryi A 
1 muſt diſttibute with ſimpl lie. EY 5 

1 he faith, * Gs 1 he A is to ſhew merey with 
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on ſome e relief, 48 y fave. them. out, * the 
© hand of uch extremity +, 5 05 more he ſaith, © Se- 
% Parated to ſome ſpecial gol fo the —— whom 
* We 1 may ap ppoint.. over this buſineſs ; z it is his buſineſs, 
bis calling, his employment! A brother, when he ſees 
bis brother in! want, is to diſtribute to his neceffities ; | 
We ut a "4: 7 "office is to ſeek out who Wants, ang in 
de difcretion to diſtribute the alms of the church 7 th ON 
The other ; teſtimony ſhall be that of the venerable. Dr, 
en, that in the moùth of two or three witneſſes every 
word _y be eſtabliſhed. e We have CE PDE in this 
10 Wo os dx AA . 82 2 | RAS — nun 
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* fication, derived from diſtinct differing ſpiritual gifts, 
I exerciſed in and by diſtinct officers, unto their peculiar 


e church are intended, moſt do agree, becauſe their ori- 


<« office of deacon, was in general to free the pee of 
rom avo- 


— . — us * 
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. © Hereon are they obliged to attend the elders on all oc- 
«© caſtons,. to perform the duty of the church towards 
them, and receive directions from them. This was 
the conſtant practice in the primitive church.“ | 
Again he ſaith, What is the duty of deacons towards 
tei the. elders of the church? His anſwer is, Whereas 
<< the care of the whole church, in all its concernments, 
js principally committed unto the paſtors, teachers, and 
56 elders, it is the duty of the deacons, in the diſcharge 
| cc 


5 A. ScrxteTrure Manvuar. 
« of their office, 1. To acquaint them (i. e. the paſtors 
« from time to time, with the ſtate of the church, an 
“ eſpecially of the poor, ſo far as it falls under their in- 
« ſpection. 2. To ſeek and take their advice in matters 
of greater importance, relating unto their office. 3. To 
« be aſſiſting unto them in all the outward concerns of 
« the church. This, faith the doctor, was their conſtant 
« practice in the primitive church.” | | 
Ot that ſuch a Spirit prevailed now, that we could ſay 
it is the practice now; for God knows how awfully 
. theſe things are diſregarded in our licentious age, how 
dreadfully they are neglected; they are ſo as I almoſt 
think it is no better than labour loſt to ſay more, there- 
fore ſhall cloſe this point with obſerving, that as people 
love their own ways, are fond of the traditions they have 
received, ſeek their own eaſe; are lovers of pleaſure more 
than lovers of God; are concerned, ſtudiouſſy concerned, 
about their own things; and fo few, ſo very few, mind 
the things of Jeſus Chrilt, that a reformation can hardly be 
expected. But how theſe perſons can fatisfy their con- 
ſciences, or will be able to hold up their heads at the'aw- 
ful tribunal of Jefus Chriſt, the tremendous Judge of all, 
muſt. be left till he appears, and the day which will mani- 
feſt every man's work, whether it be good or whether it 
be evil, I 2 „ eee 
1 go on to conſider the duties of church- members, firſt, 
8 their paſtor; and then, ſecondly, towards each 
her. N e | 
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HAN. 


The duties of Cburcb- members towards their Paſtor. 


NAIVE me leave to obſerve, from what goes before, 


that it is evident the church, under the new teſta- 
ment or goſpel-diſpenſation, is not national, or preſbyte- 
rial, but congregational ; and, as ſuch, ſhe has power 
and authority from Jeſus Chriſt, the head thereof, to call, 
Chooſe, and ordain her own officers. And the call, 
choice, &c. of ſuch perſons as he hath gifted and quali- 


fied for the paſtoral office, is the act of the church in the 


name of Chriſt; and not the act of the political magi- 
ſtrate, nor the pope, nor of any ſingle prelate, nor any 
ſet of men whatſoever, but of the church, unto whom the 
Lord Chriſt hath committed the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven: So that a ſpiritual paſtor is one whom Jeſus 
Chriſt hath furniſhed with ſpiritual gifts, and abilities, and 


duly qualified for his work; is called, choſen, and ordained , 
by the church; doth, according to the inſtitution of Chriſt, 


go before the church, in adminiſtring of the word, prayer, 


ordinances, and diſcipline . And therefore, as he is the 


peoples choice, and whom they have in Chriſt's name in- 
veſted with office-power among them, it is their duty, 

Fir, To know them. And we beſeech you, brethren, iv 
. know them which labour among you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admoniſb you. d. Now, the apoſtle, when he 
thus exhorted the church of the Theſſalonians, did not 


ſimply mean that they ſhould know their names or places 


of abode (which ſome now a-days ſcarcely do) but that 
they ſhould make themſelves known to them, and converſe 
freely and familiarly with them; get acquainted with his 
ſpiritual experience, and chearfully communicate' what 


9 


experience they have of ſpiritual things to him, that ſo he 


may know the ſtate of their ſouls, and frame of their 
minds, that he may the better be able to ſpeak a word in 


| ſeaſon to them: Alſo that they would take notice of 


m, and ſhew reſpect to them, and an affectionate love 


for 


„Adds xiv. 23. and xx. 28. Rom. xit.8, 1 Theſ, v. 12. 
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for them; acknowledging them as their paſtors, guides, 
and overſcers, and account them as the ſtewards of the 
myſteries of God, and own. them as po e of Chriſt, 
as being inveſted "with office-power and authority by Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, and their own choice, or, to uſe the apoſite's J 
Words, are over you in the Lord. 
due all which it appears, that it is the 8 duty to 
at their paſtor, (the Shunamite, tho a great perſonage, 
not ſhun going to the man of God, tho' it was neither 
1 abbath *) as well as his to vifit them; and 
nat to be ſhy of him, or reſerved before him, but free i in 
cammunicating to him what ſpiritual experience God has 
given unto them. . 
Many profeſſors have imbibed idle notions concerning 
their miniſters, as if they were their lackeys, and if they 
don't viſit them often, or at every turn, hx are. diſpleaſed, 
and think themſelves neglected; not conſidering that it is 
their 3 to go. to their paſtors, — to the ex- 
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lereby we may 
— ron are, how little: regard is N to the authority 


Jekus Chriſt as king of Zion, in our day of irebigion 3 4 


Ea is a cuſtom with the paſtors i in town to ſet apart one 
day in the week for the reception of the church and friends 
thereof: A truly laudable practice, if church- members 
made conſcience of paying any regard thereto; for by. 
means thereof they have an opportunity put into their 
hands to have converſation with, and ſo to know, their 
miniſters, according to the apoſtolic direction, as would. 
iſſue in mutual edification, had they but an heart to uſe it 
and to improve it. ; 

adh, It is the duty of the church, and eyery member. ; 


| thereof, to make. conſcience of praying for their paſtor, 


bay in their ſecret retirements, when they are worſhip- | 
God with their families, and eſpecially when ever 
allen to the diſcharge of that duty at church- meetings. 
The great apoſtle of the Gentiles being truly ſenſible of the 
important nature of his work, exhorted the churches here- 
unto in a moſt ane ſtrain and endearing. manner. 
Brathren, pray for us d. ene alſo for us, that God-would | 
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© 2 Kings.iv. 8, 22, 23, 24, 25> 1 Thel, v. 29. 
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pen unto us 4 door of utterance, to ſpeak the myſtery of 
Chriſt ®, Tm 3 | 
Now if the apoſtles, and firſt preachers of the goſpel, 

who were ſo remarkably and extraordinarily furniſhed with 
grace and gifts, were upon every occaſion ſo deſirous, ſo 
ſollicitous of the prayers of the church; how much more 
may the ſervants of Chriſt now, be earneſt for, and im- 
portunately defire, a remembrance in them. They that 
neglect, or are indifferent about, this duty of ſolemn prayer, 
ſeem as tho? they were Unconcerned about, or did not care, 
either for their paſtor, or their own ſouls, or whether ſin- 
ners be converted, or the church edified or not. Such 
pros give no evidence of their being partakers of the 
pirit. of Chriſt, and ought not to have a name or place 
in a goſpel- church. 1 hope there are not many that are 
of this ſtamp, of this ſpirit, in the church; and when- 
ever they are diſcovered they ought to be caſt out, as they 
appear to be of Cain's ſeed, who ſaid, Am I my brother's 


F558 Key 2 
Il can't perſuade myſelf that thoſe that truly fear God, 


can totally be left to ſuch a careleſs negligent ſpirit; tis 
contrary to the ſpirit of real Chriſtianity : for when ever 
their minds are impreſt, and they ſeriouſly think of the 
nature, difficulty, importance, and ſolemnity of the paſto- 
ral-work, and how unequal thoſe called to, and engaged 
therein, are for it, the oppoſition and diſcouragements 
they meet with from within and without, from hell, and 
earth, can't but conclude, that they have the higheſt rea- 
ſon to ſay, Brethren, pray for us, for who is ſufficient for 
theſe things ? FL . 
For my part, I ſee no reaſon to wonder ſo many com- 
plain of barrenneſs, and leanneſs of ſoul, under the word, 
when it is to be feared they can, and do allow themſelves, 
to come to the ſanctuary, without either ſecret or family 
prayer; or if it is attended to, it is in a very cold and 
formal manner, not being importuhate that God would 
meet them in his houſe, nor ſollicitouſly concerned that 
God would fill the pools, and blefs the word to them in 
particular; F thy preſence go not with us, take us not up 
hence: And after a careleſs and drowſy Attendance of an 
hour, return, and ſeldom or m think of looking up to 


| m Col, iv, 2, 3. 4. 2 Gen. iv. 9. »Exod. xxxili. 15, 


* 3 A ScripTURE MAN UA. 


God for the benign influences of his Spirit, who gives the 
increaſe, to make the word uſeful for their ſpiritual edifi- 
cation, comfort, and eſtabliſhment, or of ſervice to their 
families. | 5 
As you therefore would deſire the advancement of 
Chriſt's cauſe, the converſion of ſinners, the increaſe and 
edification of the church of God, the proſperity of your 
own ſouls, be much, be oft, in prayer for thoſe that diſ- 
penſe unto you the myſteries of the kingdom. For how 
can you poſſibly think of flouriſhing in your own ſouls, 
or growing in grace and in the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt, 
or expect the church of God to be built up, when you live 
in the neglect of fervent prayer to the God of ordinances, 
who hath ſaid, For theſe things will I be ſought unto by the 
| bouſe of Iſrael? ? | 15 REL. | 
3dly, It is the duty of church-members to entertain 
high and honourable thoughts on, and to have a reveren- 
tial eſtimation of, their paſtor. To ęſteem them very highly 
in love, for their work ſake 1. Let the elders that rule well, 
be counted worthy of double honour, eſpecially thoſe who labour 
in word and dottrine ". Let a man fo account of us as of the 
miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of the myſteries of GC. 
As ſpiritual paſtors are the gift of Chriſt to his church, 
and as he hath appointed them to be helpers of the faith, 
joy t, and comfort of his people, he allo hath anointed 
them for the ſervice he calls them to; hence ſaith the apo- 
ſtle, All things are yours, whether Paul, or Apollos, or Ce- 
phas, &c. all are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chrift is 
God's %,. What a wonderſul grant is here] how. amazing 
the ſettlement ! Can any of you read the glorious charter, 
and not admire, and not adore, the Grace of your Di- 
vine Father; the love, the aftoniſhing love, of your ex- 
alted Jeſus, who gives paſtors after his own heart? Spritual, 
conſcientious, prudent, {kilful, and faithful paſtors, are 
the greateſt gift of God, next to the gift of his Son for 
you, and his Spirit to you, wherefore you are called to 
eſteem them highly, very highly, in love, for their work 
fake. And JI may add, that it is your intereſt, as well as 
incumbent duty, to cheriſh and entertain honourable and 
becoming ſentiments of them; otherwiſe it is not to be 


ſup- 


5 Erok. xxxvi. 37. 11 Theſ. v. 13, 1 Tim, v. 17. 
* 1 Cor. ir. 1. * 2 Cor. i. 24. 1 1 Cor. iü. 21, 22, 239. 
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ſuppoſed that any cloſe attendance will be given to what 
they deliver, or any regard paid to their _— or any 


ſpiritual- advantage reaped by their labours. But, alas! 
how little is the authority of Jeſus Chriſt obſerved; for, in 
our ſad degenerate days, the greateſt part of profeſſors, in- 
ſtead of paying any regard to them, or having that eſteem 
for them, according to the direction of our Divine Maſter, 
they ſlight” them, and neglect them, or treat them as if 
they were upon no other footing than their domeſtics. 
It is ſurpriſing, it is ſhocking, to think what low, un- 
worthy, mean, and contemptible thoughts, the 13 
 lity ot profeſſors have of the miniſterial character. I would 
deſire ſuch to conſider what the apoſtle ſaith, He therefore 
that deſpiſeth; deſpiſeth not man, but God w. How can ſuch 
think to hold up their heads, their guilty heads, when 
Jeſus Chriſt comes in the clouds of heaven? or how can 
they think to look the great Judge of quick and dead in 
the face? Here I may venture to ſubjoin the Church's la- 
mentation Hor is the fine gold become dim ! the moſt fine 
gold changed ! the, ſtones of the ſanctuary are poured out on the 
top of every ſtreet. The. precicus ſons of Zion, comparable to 
fine gold, | how are they eſteemed as earthen pitchers, the work 
/ the. hands of the patter *. F 21h | 
- 4thly, It-1s the duty, the incumbent duty, of church- 
members to ſubmit themſelves unto their paſtor (that is) 
in all things agreeable to the word of God; to attend to 
their exhortations, counſel, and reproof; and when they 
call to any duty, as to aſſemble together for prayer, faſt- 
ing, or days of thankſgiving, if no juſt reaſon either from 
ſcripture,” or from the circumſtances of the church, can 
be given why ſuch times ſhould not be obſerved, the 
church ought to obey the paſtor herein. I hen they were , 
come, and had gathered the church together I. Remember 
them that have the rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves *, 
The church of Chriſt is his kingdom, and he is king in 
it, and over it: Paſtors are ſubordinate governors; who 
rule well when they rule not in an arbitrary way, accord- 
ing to their own wills, and lord it over God's heritage; but 
according to the laws of Chriſt, which he, as Zion's wag 


hath appointed for her obſervance. Hence the apoſtle 
DIST ew JV 
„1 Theſ. iv. 8. Lam iv. I, 2. 7 Acts xiv, 27, 


z Heb. xiii. 7, & 17. 
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faith, F any man obey not our words, note that man, and 
aue no company with him, that he may be aſhamed* ; 
have his eyes turned into himſelf (as the word ſignifies) 
and he have a fight and ſenſe of his fin, in not obſervin 
the rules that Jeſus Chriſt has preſcribed, and be aſh | 
tor it ; for rebellion is as the ſin of. witchcraft v. And as 
all that a prudent, faithful, and conſcientious paſtor faith 
and doth, is with an eye to, and a deſire after, his peo- 
les profit and advantage, his whole office is an office of 
we, he ſhould be ſubmittcd to, and all his reproofs kind- 
ly and cordially received. I beſeech you, brethren, that ye 
mit yourſelves to ſuch, and to every one that helpeth and 


oureth © + 


Sthh, It is the church's duty to adhere unto, and abide 
by their paſtor in and under all trials, temptations, afflic- 
tions, and perſecution for the word; and alſo to attend 
on all their miniſterial labours, with ready obedience in , 
the Lord 4. It appears to be the church's duty to abide by 
their paſtor, whilſt he lives and behaves agreeable to 
bis high character; they can't deſert him, or his miniſtra- 
tions, nor. ceaſe to perform all required duties, withaut 
horrid contempt of the ordinances, and authority of Jeſus 
Chriſt, who eſteems what is done againſt his ſervants: as 
againſt himfelf *, But, alas! churches are ſa degenerated 
as that they diſcover but little love ta the Lord, and lefs 

regard to his law, walking after their own wills; ſo that 
yur take up the words of the prophet, Hear, ye houſe. of 

ud, Is it a fmall thing for you to weary men, but will ye 

weary*my God alſa*? And as they are to abide by them, 
and cleave unto them, ſo they are to attend to all their 
miniſterial labours ; and not, as one well obſerves *, when 

the Lord's-day. returns, ſay, 4+ Whoſe miniſtry ſhall I 

© © attend on-to-day ? Shall I turn here to the right, or 
< there to the left, and hear what God, by ſuch a 
c miniſtty, ſhall ſay to my ſou]? No, no! This indeed 
$5 js too much the temper and conduct of many, but it is 
5c a temptation, it is a weakneſs. - The path of preſcribed 
& duty is directly before you, know them 5 are over you, 


© > 2 Theft, iii. 14. 1 Sam. xv. 23. 1 Cor. xvi. 1 5,16, 

3 2 Tim. i. 16, 17, 18. Gal. iv. 14. Luke x. 16. f Ifa. 

* 4 * See Mr, Conder's ſermon at the ordination of Mr. 
ord. . 
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& and labour among you; rather think of filling up your 
<«. places, than indulging your fancies; remember he 
< that plants is not any thing, nor he that waters, but 
God that gives the increaſe. The bleſſing is wholly at 
his diſpoſal, and you have much greater reaſon to expect 
it under the miniſtration of them he has ſet over your 
I add again, as the church is the ſeat of goſpel-worſhip, 
each member ſhould, if poſſible, keep their place, when 
the church aſſembles for worſhip, both on Lord's days, 


and at other times, and eſpecially at church-meetings, 
Which are for managing the affairs of the houſe of God, 


and to be ready to concur with the paſtor, to maintain a 
faithful watch, and ſtrict diſcipline in the church: This 
tends more to- promote the church's peace, and proſperity, 
than many are aware of, and is a great teſtimony of their 
love for, and allegiance to, the Lord Chrift, as king in 
Zion: Therefore, for thoſe that are in church-fellowſhip 
to take the liberty, and make a practice of going to, or 
hearing at other places, when the church is met for divine 
worſhip (without ſome emergent and important reaſons, 
ſuch as too great diſtance of way, bodily weakneſs) is 
nothing leſs than covenant-breaking with the church, a 
very diſorderly practice; and may ſoon diſſolve any church- 
ſtate; for by the ſame rule one does take that liberty, an- 
other, nay, every member may, and then how can 
church-worſhip be carried on. Moreover, it caſts great 
contempt on the miniſtry of the church, is grieving to the 


paſtor, and tends to draw off ſuch as are hearers, and 


cauſe them to be jealous of, and diſaffected with, the doc- 
trine taught in the church; ſuch perſons ought to be noted, 
for they walk not according to the rule of the goſpel. 
But if any ſhall enquire, if I am diſſatisfied with, or 
cant edify under the miniſtry of the church, is there no 
proviſion in ſuch a caſe ? Ianſwer yes; for if any are not 
ſatisfied with, or have ſome diſlike unto, either the ehuren 
or paſtor, nor are edified under the miniſtry, if the reaſons 
for ſuch diſſatisfaction and diſlike be juſtifiable, of which 
the church ought to judge, it is ſuch a perſon's duty ; and 


they would diſcover more wiſdom in ſeeking for ſatisfaction 


according to the rules which Jeſus Chriſt has preſcribed in 
the written word, than to ramble, and neglect their place: 


— 


-_ 
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And if ſatisfaftion- cannot be obtained, their uneaſinefs and 
ſcruples removed, then, as the principal end of all par- 
ticular churches is edification, and it is incumbent on 
every one to take care of that, above all other things ; 
they ought, peaceably, and lovingly, toaſk for their diſmiſſion, 
to ſuch an orderly: church, the miniſtry of which is bleſſed 
moſt for their ſpiritual edification, and growth in grace; 
and a church has no power from Jeſus Chriſt to deny grant- 
ing of their requeſt ; for a brother or ſiſter is not to be held 
in bondage in fuch a caſe, for the Lord hath called us unto 
Peace &: Our God is not the author of confuſion, but of peace, 
4 in all the churches of the ſaints b. Moreover, the apoſtle 
bas ſtrictly enjoined, that all things be done unto edifi- 
cation !: Therefore that all things may be done decently, 
and in order &; and that the churches peace may be pre- 
ſerved, which ought to be conſulted above all things, it is 
a Church's wiſdom, as well as duty, to grant to ſuch 
perſons their liberty, if deſired, in a peaceable manner: 
And for a people to act otherwile, is to forfeit the cha- 
racter of a church of Chriſt: Beſides, to deny it (as one 
well obſerves*, << Is to exerciſe dominion over men's faith; 
it is to make the church a priſon, which Chriſt never 
© did: It deſtroys the end of church-fellowſhip ; it is to 
* lay a ſtumbling block before the brother that aſks it, and 
<« cauſes him to fin by diſcontent, prejudice, or. diſorderly 
«© withdrawment : It is contrary to the common rules of 
equity, to do as we would be done by: It deſtroys all 
* communion of churches; therefore none that pay any 
<« regard to the glory of Chriſt, as Zion king, the credit 
4% and honour of real religion, would refuſe to give liberty 
«© to one who deſires it peaceably, for it is undoubted 

<< moſt for the edification, credit, and peace of the church 
“ ſo to do. | 1755 | | 

. Sixthly, Another duty incumbent on thoſe that are in 
church- fellowſhip, towards their paſtor, is, that they be 
followers of him in faith and holineſs, as far as he appears 
to be a follower of Jeſus Chriſt, and to take ſpecial care to 
vindicate him from the unjuſt charges of evil men, or the 


tongue 
WF. 30.5 * Chauncey in his doctrine according 


to godlincſs, p. 326, 
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tongue of infamy, not to take up an evil report againſt 
Him, nor do any thing to grieve his ſpirit, or weaken 
his hands, Be ye, ſaith the great apoſtle of the Gentiles, 


followers of me as I am of Chriſt"; alfo, brethren, be fol- 
_ towers together of me, and mark them which walk ſo, as you 
have us for an example®, That an exemplary life and 
walk was ever required in the diſpenſers of holy things, 
both under the Old, as alſo in the New-Teſtament, is 
apparent to every one that converſes with their bibles. 
And it is no leſs evident, that church-members ought to 
obſerve their converſation, and diligently to be followers 
of them, ſo far as they walk in the ſteps of their divine 
maſter, and to do all they can to ſtrengthen their hands, 
and to encourage their hearts in the great work they are 
employed in. How far theſe things are attended to, and 
regarded, I leave it to the conſideration of each reader, 
and beg, that he will cordially commune with his own 
heart, and make diligent ſearch. 

Laſily, It is the duty, the indiſpenſible duty, of church- 
members to provide a comfortable and honourable main- 
tenance for them and their families, ſuitable to their cha- 
racter, ſtate, and condition. Let him that is taught in the 
word, communicate to him that teacheth in all good things u. | 
Thou fhalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth out thy corn o. 1 
Do you not know, that they which miniſter about holy things, 
live of the things of the temple ? ? And they which wait at the 
altar, are partaters with the altar 2. Even ſo hath the Lord 
ordained, that they that preach the goſpel, ſhould live of the 
7 I need not enlarge on the matter of this duty, 
2 a word to the wiſe is enough) as it ſtands thus in- 
orced by the command of God under the Maſaic law, by 
the example and appointment of Jeſus Chriſt himſelf “, 
and alſo his apoſtles under the goſpel; it muſt appear to 
every unprejudiced perſon, to be highly juſt, and rea- 
ſonable, even from the law of nature, as a matter of equi- 
ty, and common juſtice. Miniſters are not to aſk for 
their bread, but to receive it honourably: The apoſtle 
Pleads the neceſſity thereof from all kind of laws, and rules 


of 
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of righteouſneſs amongſt men, as that which is a due debt, 
for as he is 3 ed. in ſerving you in the work of the 
goſpel, his maintenance is due from you; as is the wages 
of your ſervant a juſt debt, ſo. is the other; tho? ſom 
there are that give more to the meaneſt ſervant in their 
houſe, than they can find hearts to do for their paſtor, 
Surely; miniſters are not to be thus treated, as if they 
were the loweſt of the people, and who muſt needs be 
devoted to neceſſities, ſtraits, and miſery, the ſame hour 
2 01 enter upon the miniſtry ; Theſe things ought not 
to be. 1 7 | 25 
Indeed the charge that attends goſpel-worſhip, is very 
inconſiderable when compared with that of the law; for 
the Jetos ſpent a fifth part of their eſtates yearly, in the 
things that pertained to the temple, and ſervice thereof; 
but ſuch is the ſelfiſhneſs of our Bal times, that peo- 
ple are ready to think every little too much for the goſpel 
of a Divine Redeemer, not minding what the Holy Ghoſt 
faith by Solomon, Honour the Lord with thy ſubſtance, and 
with the fir/t fruits of all thine increaſe ; ſo ſhall thy barns be 
filled with plenty, and thy preſſes burſt out with new wine *, 
And now, if any ſhall enquire in what proportion they 
ought to do in this affair, and how far they in particular 
are concerned in a compliance herewith, the rule is, as 
the Lord hath bleſſed and proſpered you u. But how many 
are there who expend ſo much in following vain faſhions, 
are laviſh for the conveniency, ornament, and. pleaſure 
of the body, and whoſe other expenſes run very high; . 
yea, they are liberal in their entertainments, and lay out 
more in ſuperfluities in one month, than they can find 
hearts to allow for the ſupport of the cauſe of . Chriſt a 
whole year; did I fay a whole year; if I were to ſay ſeven 
years, I ſhould not be beſides the truth; how ſuch. can 
anſwer it to God, or their own conſciences, muſt be left 
till Jeſus appears the ſecond time, or what ſuch. think of 
that expoſtulatory charge, Will a man rob God? yet haus 
ye robbed me. hus I have, in a brief manner, run over: 
the duties church-members owe to their paſtors. , . 1 
From what has been obſerved, we may ſee how dreadfully 
defectivè the generality of profeſſors are, how far ſhort they 
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come as to their duty to their paſtor!, Where is the 'per- 
ſon that can ſay he is not guilty, 9 95 whole or in 105 
and vet hom unconcerned, for the molt part, they are, not 
confidering, not thinking of the awful day, thy ſolemn 
day that is kt hand, and how they Thall be able to give 
as account of themſelves,” and their conduct, to Jeſus 
Chiiſt, whom God has appointed judge of all. Alas, fo 
fat tire-thie 9 part from thinking on theſe things, that 
they pay nö reſpect to the inſtitution of Chriſt, but walk 
after their own wills, not minding the authority of the 
fawgiver, ſaying, Ve have layed ſtrangers, and after them 
vill we gh. - And if any notice is taken of their irregular 
conduct by their paſtors, tho in ever ſo loving, gentle, 
and kind a manner, how do they fly out, and in taeir prac- 

tice ſay, We drelords; well come no more unto thee v. How 
unconcerned are the generality of people what difficul- 


ties, and what diſcouragements their paſtors labour under, 


and are attended with? They, for their parts, live at eaſe, 
and in plenty, are flouriſhing in the world lie a green bay 


tree ; that is enough for them, and all they care for, or 


are concerned about; as for how their minitters are, either 
in one reſpect, or other, they regard not, when, as they 
muſt know, if they give themſelves liberty to think at all, 
that they labour under great difficulties many times, to pro- 
vide things honeft in the fight} of men, and yet many are 
ſo far from iympath:zing with them, as that they don't care 
how they grizve, abuſe, and inſult them, or treat them as 
if they were upon no other footing than theit menial ſer- 
vants, however modeſt and inoffenſive thett demeanor is. 


There are indeed others who ſay, Gur tongues are our 


own, who delight in prophane jeſts, make a mock of 
every thing that is of a ſacred or religious nature; and who- 
ever eſcapes the laſh of their unruly tongues, the Chriſ- 
tian, the miniſter, muſt expect to be the ſubject of their 
banter and ridicule ; nor will ſuch ſcruple (for conſcience 
they have none, nor any fear of God before their eyes) to 
break through all regard to honour, juſtice, and truth, to 
reproach, ridicule, and leſſen an ambaſſador of Jeſus, or a 
follower of the lamb, awfully verifying what the apoſtle 
predicbeg, and evidently ſhew that the ſigns of the times 
are upon us . Beſides, when ſome ſort of church- members 
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run with the multitude, and join the wicked, and / in the 
of the ſcornful, and throw out their little puns, their 
ow and filly witticiſms on the miniſterial function, or on 
ie Chriſtian, indeed it is matter of great lamentation, and 
is enough to make one tremble for fear, leſt God in a way 
of rebuke, ſhould take away the goſpel from us, and give 
us up to blindneſs of mind, and hardneſs of heart : Such 
rofeſſors may be juſtly tiled reprobate ſilver ; Reprobate 
ſaver ſhall men call them, becauſe the Lord hath rejected them . 
Theſe are a ag ub no underflanding, therefore he that made 
them will not mercy on them, and he that formed them 


will ſhew them no favour D. I'Il forbear ſaying any more on 
ſo unpleaſing a ſubject, and proceed. 5 


\ 


Jer. vi. 30. b Ifa, xxvii. 11, 
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CHAP. v. 


On the Duties of Church-members towards each 


Shall now proceed to conſider the duties which church- 


members owe to each other, as they are inculcated in 
the word of truth; which word, (I mean the written word) 
is commonly ſaid to be the rule, both of faith and practice; 


but in the ſequel it will appear, that this is only in word to. 


own God, and really in works to deny him; for how far 

the conduct of moſt, who are in church-fellowſhip, is a- 
reeable hereunto, and does comport herewith, may be 
een if we duly attend unto the following things. 


And, Firſt, then, tis their duty to love one angther. with- 


out diſſimulation. That affectionate ſincere zlove in 
all things towards each other, like that which Jeſus Chriſt 
bore to his, people, is expreſly incumbent on thoſe in 
church-fellgwſhip towards one another, is evident, beyond 
all contradtion, to ſuch as are converſant with the word. 
This is my commandment, that ye love one another as I have 
loved you *. A new commandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another, as I have loved you, that ye alſo love one another. 
By this ſhall. all men know that you are my diſciples, if ye have 
eve one for another d. Tertullian ſays, that the very hea- 
thens in his time took notice thereof, and were wont to 
ſay, when they ſaw the chriſtians pals along the ſtreets, and 
meet, and expreſs their affection to each other, ſee how 
they love one another *, Would to God the ſame diſpoſition 
was as obſervable now: But, alas! dreadful to be ſpoken, 
we are fallen in ſuch unhappy times as that church-mem- 
bers don't know one another, and are lovers of pleaſure, 
more than lovers of God; yea, lovers 4 16 5 own ſelves ©. 
The diſtinguiſhing badge and character a true diſciple 
and follower of Chriſt, is not any outward garb, or an 
auſterities of life, but a cordial, hearty, ſincere, and af- 
fectionate love to one another; be kindly affeftionated one 
to another, in brotherly love *%. And this commandment we 


have 
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from him, that he who loveth Cad, do love his br 7 
— Sin 
Bw is the ſource, ſpring, and fountain ef all duties, 
doth towards' God, and towards'man. Jeſus, our. divine 
maker, . hath nchen this ſaying, Mou. halt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with all 
thy mind; this is the ef and great commandment; and the 
ſhalt love thy thy neighboar as thyſelf's ; 
on theje tes commandments bang all the law and the prophets l. 
Yea, this is the ſubſtance of all-rules that concern the: ſaints, 
255 the very bond 3 — of 1 and the ful- 


ng of the _ ue. „ Nea, it'ten 2 ICT 2 . 


of — e clus, 


„Ine primitive chriſtians had a proverbial ſpeech, re- 


ceiv'd, as they ſaid, from their divine maſter, Never re- #6 05 


jaice, her toben bus ſeeft thy brother in leve. This divine 
grace of love is thebond of all evangelic,communion) for 
where it is not, there is not, there cannot be, any commu- 
nion of ſaints; ſo. of no one thing relating to this preſent 
Rate, has a divine Jeſus been more concern'd to inculeate, 
give directions about, than this of mutual, intenſe, 

and affectionate. love amongſt his followers; for which he 

es them innumerable precepts, exhortations, and mo- 


d ves in abundance; but above all his own heavenly example. 


Jo treat of this love (tho a moſt charming and delight- 
ful theme) in its nature, ſubject, fruits, effects, &c. would 


2575 0 


6 


carry me further than I deſign, and not be at all agreeable! 


th my intended brevity. | I ſhall therefore only obſerve, 
that this love, of which we ſpeak, is a ſpiritual grace (not 
2 natural paſſion). a fruit of that faith, which is peculiar to 
2 elect of God, and wrougght in the hearts of every veſ- 

L of-mercy by the Holy Ghoſt, whereby their whole ſouls 
pe e carried out to ſeek the god 'of the children of God, as 
uc 


h, and uniting the heart unto: the object ſo deloved, 


attended with joy, delight, and OR in 1 
good 5. And this — 3 10 4 


Fir The eternal, peculiar, and ſtinguiſhing love of 
God. Love is an eſſential perfection of Jehovah, tis in- 
ſeparable from the divine nature, without which the God- 
n head 

Jen l 2 0 ® 333 
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head never did, nor never eanexiſt; hence, ſaith the apoſtle, 


God is love, and he that diuelleth in love, divelleth in God, and 


Gad in him b. Obſerve, he doth not ſay that God may love, or 
that God will love, or that he doth love: But that God is 
leus; tis his very being, he is love it ſelf, in his heart is 
nothing but love ; and therefore *tis abſolutely ſovereign, 
free, independant, and infinitely perfect; has neither de- 
ginning, nor ending, nor is it ſubject to any fluctuation, - 
or change, but is as invariable as his very nature. I am 
the Lord, I change not. And tis eternally fixed upon an im- 
mutable object with the higheſt, yea with infinite delight, 
e e ve object is the Lord „ who, 
as God - man, is the ſame yeſterday, to day, or ever * 7 
Who had Lane i = love of God, ws himſelf 
declares, as the father hath loved me. * Thou haſt loved me 
before the foundation of the world u. This cannot intend 
the divine perſons love to each other merely, as the per- 
ſons of one God in the ſame nature among themſelves; 
but relatively of him who is God-man, the man of che 
unction, 20ho was ſet up, or anointed from everlaſting *, Where- 
fore he as mediator is the primary, the alone object of di- 
vine complacency, where all the ſpecial love of God cen- 
tres: He is God's firſt, God's beſt beloved, where all his 
infinite love has its full reſt, with invariable pleafure, -and 
thro him *tis extended to all the members of his body; And 
| haſt loved them as thou haſt loved me. God's love to his 
people is an everlaſting, and diſtinguiſhing love; I have: 
loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore - with loving- 
KAindnoſs have I drawn thee v. Oh ! the ſweetneſs of the indi- 
- viduation, I have loved thee + Tf there was no other paſſage 
from whence the above precious truth might be gathered, 
this is ſufficient to thoſe that pay any regard to their bibles ;/ 
but there are yarjety, as may be ſeen by thoſe that diligent- 
ly read the al oracles, which een that God's love 
to his elect is not of yeſterday, nor does it commence or 
begin with their love to him; no, we love him becauſe be 
| 2 loved us 1 Yea many are the inſtances which might 
be adduced in proof of the antiquity, peculiarity, and diſ- 
. tinguiſhing nature of God's love to his elect: T1 juſt men- 
tion a few. $3543 #& 4 C l 
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The conſtitution of the perſon, the wonderful, the ado 


. rable_ perſon of Chriſt; this was from everlaſting. The 
© chooſing of his people in him, and giving them to him . 


This was an act of ſpecial love to them, for election ſup- 
poſes love, great love. The git of Chriſt to them; Gd 
fo laved the world, that he gave his only begotten ſon. He did 
not propoſe, or make an offer, no ! but he gave; amazing 
| aſtoniſhing grace ! tranſporting reflection ! won- 
derous love indeed! wel ney rt 
Further, his conſtituting a union between Chriſt and 
dis people: His calling of him in righteouſneſs, and enter- 
ing into covenant with him, as the head of the church, 
which covenant is order'd in all things and ſure. His do- 


nation, and free beſtowment of all grace, and all glory to 


them in him, all this was before the foundation of the 
world”. This love, this exuberant love, is the ſource, 
ſpring, and original fountain of all happineſs to the 


children of God. This is the higheſt ſummit of bliſs, 


which. a finite being can be raiſed to. And theſe are ſo 


many inſtances and demonſtrative proofs of his early, and 


unchanging love to them. For can it be ſuppoſed, can 
it be imagined, or once thought, that there ſhould be ſuch 
great doings, ſuch rich proviſion made, ſuch ſecurity of 
perſons, of grace, and of glory, and ſio love all this while ? 

Surely it cannot be that ſucha low, mean, and trifling thought, 
can enter the mind of one that from the heart believes the 


's love to his people in Chriſt does not, cannot ad- 


. "= 


mit of degrees; it cannot be ſaid to be more intenſe and 
ardent at one time than at another; no, tis always, eter- 


nally, and invariably the ſame in his heart towards them; 
the ſame before, as after calling; for effectual calling 
makes no change in divine love, tor that is without vari- 


ableneſs, or turning; but the breaking up of God's pater- 


nal kindneſs, makes a ſweet alteration, and change in the 


dear object thereof. And the due conſideration of this 
when managed by the Holy Ghoſt, lays the ſoul under 


the higheſt obligations to love, fear, and ſerve the Lord; 
nay, to think that I was upon God's heart, and that he 


loved me before I loved him, even when an enemy to 


him; 


„ Epb- k 4. Joh. fl. 166 * 1 Joh. iv; 9, 10. 
» 2 Tun, i. 9. Erh. i. 3, 6. 2 Sam. zz 354. 
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him; Oh ! how does this love conſtrain, how does it en- 


| page the ſoul to cleave to the Lord, and to love them that 
dare his image, or are begotten of him v. Oh this love! this 
e 


amazing love in Chriſt ! provided all to give, freely to give, 
to the object loved, and would not hazard the loſs of any 
thing to offer; no, no, this God of love provided faith, 
repentance, holineſs, and every grace, to give them iree- 
ly to his people: He did not make them conditions; nog 
but ſettled all upon them in the everlaſting covenant, made 
an abſolute grant of all freely, and irrevocably : He hath 
bleſſed, and none can, none ſhall, reverſe it. That 
faith that is of the right kind, comes in at the door of 
eternal love: That repentance, that a divine Jeſus is ex- 
alted to give, and the Holy Ghoſt works, flows from the 
everlaſting favour, and good-will of God; therefoxe with 
loumg-kindueſs have I drawn thee, _ | of an] 
As for that popular diſtinction of the love of God, which. 
ſome uſe when they diſtinguiſh it into a love of good-will, 
a love of pity, and a love of delight, it is, as Dr. Gill well 
obſerves, An idle, and ill- grounded diſtinction of ſome 
<< ignorant, trifling, -popiſh ſchool- men *. Another ex- 
cellent divine, and valuable writer, faith, It is a pitiful, 
lying diſtinction of the ſchool-men ; the nature of it is. 
<«< a lye, and the inventors thereof knew no more of the 
4 goſpel than the pope; for they were his creatures . 
And for my own part, I have often wondered that it 
- ſhould be continued in uſe, and more eſpecially amongſt! 
us diſſenters, becauſe it falls ſo vaſtly ſhort of the true 
merits of the cauſe, yea, and is 3 ſubverſive of 
the very nature and perfections of God, and repreſents 
Him as altogether ſuch a one as ourſelves, ſubject to 
change, or liable to turn, and that his love, like the 
creature's, alters, and by degrees increaſes, and riſes 
higher and higher: If this is not to make, or to repreſent 
the great God as changeable, and to bring him down to 
the rank or ſphere of creatures; I cannot conceive what is. 
What profit, what pleaſure, or ſatisfaction, can it be to 
2 mind that has taſted of divine love, to have this pn 
8 l ie | LY 0 . 
w 1 John v. 1. See his windication of God": everlaſtin 
love, p. 53, 54» 55. Þ+ See that excellent treatiſe wrote 
that great man of God, Mr. Joſeph Huſſey, called, The glory 
of Chriſt unveil'd, p. 132. ye" Me TIE a Lee 
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diſtinction ĩmpoſed on them, which can ſerve for no other 
purpoſe, than to darken counſel by words without knowledge ; 
and why perſons that know better, ſhould make uſe thereof, 
Fknow not: I have often been ſorry, yea, grieved at 
heart, to hear it uſed in diſſenting pulpits, for it tends to 
nothing but to make the hearts of the righteous ſad. 
go on, 24%, to obſerve, That this love to the ſaints, 
28 ſaints, ariſes from, and is founded on the great, intenſe, 
inconceivable, and inexpreſſible love of Jeſus. As the Fu- 
thir haub loved ons, ſo haus I loved pour That is, as the” 


Fecher hath loved me, the man of his tight-hand, in the 


euerlaſting union of this nature: to che Son of God, ſo 
have 4 loved you! Oh. 1 and heights,” 
breadths and lengths, in the fort of | Chriſt,” that” pa- 
feub ul. knowledge?) It is, hath loved me, and Rave 
loved 3% Oh! equality of love gtace, and Won 
der ſor as Jehovah in his vaſt thoughts, and all- 
comprehending” mind, did -ordaiti the man- nature into 
union with his Son, ſo kis Son pitched upon the ſame na- 
ture, and hereby became a middle perſon; by means of 
which union of nature in Emanuel, a union of the Elect 
was brought abbut to himſelf, as it is written, Te hall 
hot thut I am in my Father," and yon in me, and I in y. 
2 ia them, and dbb in me, that they may be malle perfcs in 

Z ol nut ongg 207 ORG ISIS ** 


A Dieine Jeſus has given the ſtrongeſt evidences of 


love in i, wr. perſons ef his people, for be, as 


God-man, reer 


lighted in of God; and Chriſt, who expreſſeth the Higheſt” 
ſatisfaction, rejoicong-in the habitable part of his earth, and 
ny delights 4were-with the forr of men. Phis habitable part 
oi this earth, which he had ſo much pleaſure in, I appre- 
hend, was that individuum of human nature which was 
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ordained into union with, and prepared for, the Son of 


od: A body haſt thou prepared mec. He alſo has diſco- 


vered his love, his great love, in undertaking for them in 
the everlaſting covenant ; and in the depth thereof, he. 
came into the virgin's womb, and from thence into a 
world of ſin and ſorrow ; and ſo.thro* a manger (for he 


came as low as fin had brought his ſpouſe, he came into. 
her very condition) wilderneſs, hunger, and thirſt, temp- - 


tations of the devil, and angry deſertions of his Father, 


ſtripes from men, the croſs, and the grave, in order to/- 


pay the ranſom for his bride, How great is the love of 
Chriſt ! his dying love! did ever grace ſtoop fo low !- 
how amazing ! how charming is Divine love! 
_ 34h, The Holy Ghoſt muſt be brought into this won- 


der of the everlaſting love of God to Chriſt, and to the 


church. ele& in him: For Chriſt could not have been 


hrift, without the Holy Ghoſt ; nor the elect the ſpouſe, 


the bride of Chriſt from everlaſting, without the Divine: 
gory in bis everlaſting love, had raiſed them up to that 
h 0 


ry in which they were preſented of the Father; hence 
aid, o be afore prepared unto glory ; obſerve, 7 pre- 


pared unto glory; the word is very emphatical, and the em- 
phaſis thereof is not to be neglected; it ſignifies, that 


God in his eternal decree hath ordained and deſigned tem 
to 2 glory, afore they were veſſels of mercy, it 


was prepared for them, and they for it. Come, ye bleſſed 


of my Father, inherit the kingdom for you from the founda- 


tion of the world e. As this inheritance was. prepared; fo 


it was given to them : It is hour Father's good pleaſure to 
give you the kingdom . Grace and glory was ſecured to the 


elect in Chriſt as firm and ſure as the very being of God, 


before the world was; and could not be alienated, fold, 
or loſt : They have an unalienable right and title there- 
unto, ariſing from the ſovereign pleaſure and immutable: 

Bod, . their eternal union unto Chriſt, thro? 


counſel of 
whom the Divine Spirit comes in his love, and applies all 


grace to them, by infuſing a principle of life into the ſoul, 
which is the ſame for kind in all that are born of God, 


who are hereby taught of God to love one another; 
which love to each other diſcovers itſelf in doing all man- 
© | [4 | | ner. 


Keb. . 5. Rem. ix, 23. * Matth, v. 34: *f Luke 
l ; . : ©; iy 


i. 32. 
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ner of kind offices to the ſaints, and is peculiarly exerciſed 
and concerned about the following things: From a prin- 
ciple of love to the Lord, and his people, as they bare his 
image; and is not in word, neither in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth *., | | M 

| 2dh, It is the duty, the indiſpenſible duty, of church- 
members, to be much, very much, in prayer. The 
Spirit is poured forth in regeneration, as a ſpirit of grace 
and ſupplication s. Now prayer is to be diſtinguiſhed, 1. 
Into fecret prayer, which is when the Chriſtian repairs 
alone to ſeek the Lord ®, to pour out his complaint before 
bim, and to ſhew his trouble unto him : Yea, we are 
told, that our dear Lord was whole nights in prayer : 
This he did to ſet us an example to pray to our Father in ſe- 
cret*, Oh how pleaſant ! how profitable! how delightful 
has this good work been found | iy 32s e 

But, Z2aly, Family- prayer is to be attended to; which 

is, when the head or maſter of the Family calls all under 
bis care, both wife and children (and ſervants, wha ought 
not to be denied, or excluded the benefit) and goes be- 
fore them in this branch of ſocial religion. As for me and 
my houſe, we will ſerve the Lord l. It is ſaid of Abraham, 
I know him that he will command his children, and his hauſe- 
Bold after him, that they keep the way of the Lord xa. Ob- 
ſerve, it is ſaid not only his children, but his houſhold. And 
the ſweet pſalmiſt and ſinger: of 7/rael hath ſaid, Evening 
and morning, and at noon, twill I pray and cry aloud ; and he 
ſhall hear my voice n. Yea, the prophet Daniel attended 
hereunto three times in the days. | aw 22 
- 34h, Joint prayer in the aſſemblies of the faints, both 
on church-meetings and ſpecial occaſions, is to be attended 
to, as appears from the practice of the ſaints v, who con- 
tinued in fellowſhip and in prayers,” Prayer, joint prayer, 
is one piece of the ſaint's artillery, one part of tlie chri- 
ſtian's armour, and that by which, under the Holy Ghoſt's 
influences, they have power with God, and with men, 
and prevail 2. It is that which believers are encouraged 


1 Joh. iii. 18.  £ Zech. xii. 10. W Matth. vi. 6, i Pſal. 
" exlii. 2. * Mark i. 35. and vi. 46. | Joſ. xxiv. 15. ® Gen. 
xviii. 19. ® Pal. lv. 17. * Dan. vi 10. ? Ads xii. 5..and - 
ii. 12 Iſa. Iii. 6, 7. Eph, vi. 18. Gen. xxxü.- 28. Jam, 
n 7 „ 


. 
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fo miake uſe of at all times, both in their own, and in 
the behalf of others. It is an old, it is a beaten way, in 
which: the ſoul has often ſweet interviews, and commu- 
nion with God: Many and great are the promiſes, the 
gracious promiſes, of both affiftance therein, and accep- 
tance thereof. Now, ſaints are to pray, to pray ear- 
neſtly, to pray conſtantly, for the peace of Jeruſalem , 
particularly for that part thereof to which they ſtand re- 
lated *. .. And, in ſhort, he is not worthy of the privileges 
of the church who continues not in prayer for the welfare 
thereof. 8 3H Tat | 705 
Athhy, Ejaculatory prayer alſo is not to be neglected or 
omitted; which is an occaſional, ſhort, and ſecret lifting; 
up of the heart to God, when employ'd in worldly buſi- 
neſs, or walking by the way, or in company; for direction, 
aſſiſtance, guidance, and ſucceſs therein, or on any other 
occaſion, as when we are: hearing of the word u, &c; 
Oh! how ſweet this employ, it is a great diſcovery of ſpi- 
Tituality of mind: What a favour have we that we may 
go to the Lord at all times, and in every place v! To 
have the ear of an earthly monarch at all ſeaſons is ac- 
counted, is eſteemed, an high honour by puny mortals; 
but to have the ear of the King of kings open to our cry, 
what an unſpeakable benefit, what an ineſtimable privi- 
ledge this! What an encouragement, to have recourſe td 
him in every time of need | _ BOT en eee 
Cas | A or twe,- 0 0 PHT. 
Is it fo then, that it is the duty of church-members to 
love one another thus intenſely, thus affectionately? We 

nay ſee how far ſhort thoſe that are in that relation come; 
5 how is it poffible that they ſhould love each other, 
when they don't know, nor defire to know one another ? 
The Lord had a complaint againſt the church at Epheſus 
for this *. And what our Divine Maſter foretold, is 
dreadfully accompliſhed in. our degenerate day”, Where 
is that livelineſs, where is that zeal for the glory of God, 
where is that love to the Lord his ways, and to his dear 
people, which was once the glory of the churches in our 
| Land ?, Oh, how is the * fallen from our l, 4 

on | L 2 1 But 


2 Pſal. cxxii. 6. . Col. iv. 12.1 Sam. 1. 12, 13...Neb; 
ü. 4, 5. » i Tim. ii. 83. Rev. ii. 4. Matth. xxiy. 12 


1 
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But, 2dly, Is it ſo, that prayer is to be attended to? 


Let us then that bear the character, the honourable cha- 


rater of Chi iſt's diſciples, be fervent, be frequent in ſe- 
eret prayer in our cloſets, in the fields, or other private 
retirements, before our Father who ſeeth in ſecret *. And 
while the fields are open, and an hedge therein, let none 
complain for want of place. He that is not at all, or very 
ſeldom concerned in this work, is either a ſtranger to the 
ce of God (for God has no ſtill- born children -) or a 
3 to the life of prayer: For if we live in the Spirit, 
let us walk in the Spirit v. At leaſt more than once eve 
day attempt the duty of ſecret prayer, as the Lord ſh 
help you. Where giveth an heart for this, time and 
place will be found. 555 Fd 5 
Oh! let not family- prayer be nglected. It is awful to 


conſider, what hangs over the families that call not on the 


name of the Lord . Let temporal affairs be ſo ordered, 


that there may be room for the worſhip of God. That 


purſuit of the — of this life-we may conclude unlawful, 
er that buſineſs unlawfully. managed, that ſhuts out prayer 
in either the cloſet, the family, or the aſſembly of the 


_ Gints, Oh! that every church-member, every one that 


has a place in Zion, did abhor the preſent prevailing courſe 
that. profeſſors in general run into and are taken with. 
Vain- talking, fooliſh jeſting, card playing, and exceſſive 
drinking, are great enemies to a life of prayer: To babble, 
talk, or diſpute, with ſome degree of heat and fervency, 


in a tavern, or upon an ale-bench, about religion, is a 


moſt hateful, a moſt abominable thing, and will never 
paſs either before God, or a good conſclence, as an equi- 

valent to either ſecret prayer or family duty. A drinking, 
ſelfiſh, proud, haughty, jeſting, gaming, frothy genera- 
tion of profeſſors, cannot be eſteemed, reckoned, or num- 
bered among the true and fervent worſhipers of the living 


Can ſuch think it hard who live without God in the 
world, to have their names eraſed from the Chriſtian 


kalendar : I would not have any to deceive themſelves, 
for the Lord our God muſt lay aſide his righteouſneſs, 
truth, and faithfulneſs, if the end of ſuch ways are peace. 
2 x DIE No, 


5 2 Match. vi. 6. Gen. xxiv. 63. { a Acts ix. 1 1. 5 d Gal. 


v. 2 5. . Jer. - 8 25. 
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No, no; ſo far are they from peace, as all ſuch profeſſors 


have to expect (if the bible is true, and God the God of 
truth) in the end nothing but fiery indignation, which ſhall 
devour ſuch adverſaries. 55 N 

To conclude this point, let it be remembered that pray- 
ing perſons are uſeful, deſirable, and profitable in families, 


neighbouthoods, churches, and kingdoms, whilft ſuch as 


are prayerleſs, are ſo far from being uſeful or profitable, 
as they are altogether the reverſe. EOF CT PEN 

Igo on once more to obſerve, That it is the indifpen- 
fible duty of ſuch as are in church-fellowſhip, to have a 
particular regard to the moral law, as the rule of their 


_ converſation and walk. For tho' Chrift, as ſurety of the 


better covenant, has given to the law all that it could de- 
mand, magnified it, and made it honourable © by his obe- 
-  dience thereto, and by his ſacrifice made full ſatisfaction 

for all the criminal conduct and fins of his people, and fo 


removed the daminatory ſentence of the law entirely from 


chem; yet they are not without law to God, but under the 
taw to Chrift -; who now rules, and governs his church 
and- people by the fame law ; which, in his hand, is a law 
of love, a perfett law of liberty ® : And as many as walk ac- 
cording to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy on the Tfradl 
F God ®.' 5 e 1 
7 It is very evident to me, that the moral law is as obli- 
gatory on believers now as ever it was, neither is nor can 
the morality thereof be a whit abated; for he who gave it 
is the Angel of the covenant, and it is his word, his will *; 


. who was ſo far from coming to deſtroy the law in its au- 


thority, as he came to fulfil it i. And the great apoſtle of 
the Gentiles was fo far from making it void by the doctrine 
of faith, or ſaying or doing any thing that had a tendency: 
to weaken perſons regard for the moral law, as his whole 
drift, by preaching the doctrine of the croſs, was calcu- 
- lated for the eſtabliſhment thereof :. Upon the whole, 
we then conclude, that the law is hoh, the c 
holy, juft, and good i, if a man uſe it r and con- 
tains, in both tables, our duty towards God, and each 

ther, as men ant as chris. nent 
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The truth of the above is generally owned by thoſe that 
profeſs to have any fear of God before their eyes; but, 
alas! how little, how very little, regard is paid thereto, 
either in things pertaining to God or man? For was the 
law particularly that golden rule which the bleſſed Jeſus 

ve but obſerved n, wiz. To do to others as we would they 

wuld do to us; we ſhould have other things in the lives of 
profeſſors, and not ſuch ſcandalous things as is to be faund 
amongſt them :. It is ſhocking, it is dreadful, to think that 
the moſt part walk after their own. wills, or ſome tra- 
ditions which they have received; not conſidering whe- 
ther their conduct or walk be agreeable to either the law 
or goſpel. I will only inſtance in one or two particulars ;- - 
the firſt is the obſervance of the Lord's- day; (moſt pro- 
fanely called by ſome profeſſors, yea, by ſome church - 
members, by the vulgar name of Sunday) the other is, 
calling the ordinances by the odious name of Sacraments; 
which highly impeaches the wiſdom of the Divine Spirit, 
and, by the way, is no leſs, is no other, than a breach 
of the third commandment *, How little is the Lord's- 
day regarded! how little is, that ſacred day ſanctified! Is 
it not by moſt, made a day of pleaſure, a day of recreation? 
many profane it by. indulging themſelves. on their, 
beds longer than uſual + ? How many by following of their, 
buſineſs, either the. whole, or a part thereof ? How many 
| e by taking unneceſſary journies, or tours to their 
country lodgings, or by going to places of public reſort in 
the fields or elſewhere, inſtead of being in their families, 
or their cloſets, or attending on public worſhip, or, when 
worſhip is over, inſtead of going before their families, in 
reading and prayer, are jetting from houſe to houſe ? This 
is ſo far from walking agrecable to the law as a rule, as it 
is diametrically oppolite thereunto, and contrary to the 
praiice. of the ſaints. I will only give one inſtance for 
brevity's ſake, and that is David, who, as ſoon as pub- 
tic worſhip was over, he returned home, to bleſs his houſe- 
bald®. He did not go elſewhere, but returned to bleſs his 
houſe; and another practice is not walking according to 
this rule, neither is it pleaſing or acceptable to Gd. 
8 in 25 n jw 


«© 
- » 


Matth. vii. 12. Luke vi, 31. See the aſſemblies larger 
catechiſm. ' + That this is a breach of the law, ſee Ridgley's 


day of divinity, p. 278, 282. 2 Sam, vi. 20. 
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Apain, Itis the incumbent duty of all, but more eſpe- 
cially of church-members, to make conſcience of reading 
o, 'and' ſearching into, the word of God. It is recorded to 
the honour of the Bereans, that they ſearched the ſcriptures 
daihy v; and our divine maſter hath commanded 7o ſearch 
the ſcriptures %, It is the character of the godly man 10 de- 
light in the law of the Lord, and to meditate therein both day 
and night r. And it is reported of ſome, that from a child 
they have known the holy ſcriptures :. Oh the delight! the 
ſecret pleaſure, that the real Chriſtian finds, and enjoys, at 
ſome ſeaſons, in turning over, and ſearching into, the 
 facred pages of that bleſſed book called the bible. Oh! 
the ſweetneſs that is to be found there; yea, the royal 
Pſalmiſt, and ſweet finger of 1ſrae!, declares, that they were 
his counſellors *, and that he had taken them for his heritage 
| for ever u; accordingly adds prayer, fervent prayer, to 
his reading, that his eyes might be opened, to behold" the won- 
derous things contain d therein. races, os 
What an amazing! what a ſtupendous inſtance of 
_ diſtinguiſhing grace it is, that we in theſe iſlands, who 
once fat in darkneſs, and in the region of the ſhadow of 
death, ſhould be favoured with the ſcriptures in our mo- 
ther-tongue ; it is an ineſtimable bleſſing indeed. He 
fheweth his word unto Facob, his ſtatutes and his judgments 
unto Iſrael. He hath not dealt ſo with any nation; and as for 
his judgments they have not known them“ Yea, he ſendeth 
his word unto Jacob, and cauſeth it to light upon ſjrael *. 
Praiſe ye the Lord. The ſcriptures, tho? they are the beſt 
body of morals in the world, the moſt ſurpriſing hiſtory, 
where all the wonderful and aftoniſhing facts related, are 
well atteſted by the God of truth himſelf, and which we 
profeſs to be the only rule of faith and practice; yet alas! 
how are they neglected, contemned, and deſpiſed, in our 
| licentious age ! It is to be feared that the duſt of moſt pro- 
feſſors bibles, yea, of moſt church- members, will riſe in 
judgment, and be a ſwift witneſs againſt them. For how 
dreadfully is it diſregarded by moſt, ſeldom or ever uſed. 
y ſome, who, WE wy complain that they have 0 ime, 
with they had ſaid u heart, then they had ſpoke the truth) 
8 F 1 N HA 4s N 


Acts xvii. 11. 2 John v. 39. Pf. i. 2. 2 Tim.” 
i. 15. Pſ. cxix. 24. 2 Pf. cxix. 111, Pf. Silvi 
ie 0 OO OR 


Y 
"= 
* 
WW 
. 
oy 
pt. 
* 
XK. 
12 
70 5 
If f: 
3 
1 
4 

- 1 
- 7 

z i; 7 

** BY 
* 
4 
is 
1 
F 
4 
& 
Lay * 
6. 
1 
0 
wn 
* 
jt 1 
1 
. 
1 
N 

1 
* 

i 7 

"= 
* 

. 4 
2£ 
Fs 

11 
- 
* 
3 
* 4 
£ $7 

wF * 

{ ? 
F 
7 * 

1 

* 
1 
1 
| 
1 [i 
; Fo 
4 

4 
4 
2 7 

} 
bo 

 "" 

: 

3 

1 

'L ; 
4 

7 

= 

"2.4 

—_—_— 

by. 

[nl 

P48 
i. , 

1 + 

1. 8 

5 

1 

* _ 

23 kf 

*2© 

J | 

16 

9 

1. 

133 

on 4 

* 

„ "$I 
' 

2B 
87 

* 
1 
g 


$0 ASeRI p Tu E MAN VAL 
tor to make any diſquiſition into the word (which David 
faid he loved above gold, yea, wa gold, and that it was 
feveeter to him than the honey, or the honey-comb y] yet can 
find both time, and an heart too, to read idle romances, 
or wanton plays, or news-papers; honour places of 
blic reſort, and ſurround the ſtage with the ſame (if not 
more) delight, applauſe, and ſatisfaction, than the car- 
nal world: how crouded are the theatres, and places of 
* reſort !. how few can find time, or rather an heart, 
r the ſervice of God on week-days, or to read their 
bibles in their families. O5 / tell it not, in Gath, nor pub 
it not in the ſireets of Aſkelon, left the daughters of the 
 Philiftines rejoice, left the daughters of the uncircumciſed tri- 


7 
L 5 

Time was when it was otherwiſe; for had perſons for- 
merly behaved in this manner, they would have come un- 

der the cognizance of the church, and incurred the diſ- 
ener thereof. Its profeſſors profound igno- 
rance of, and unacquaintedneſs with, the word, that is, 
in ſhort, one reaſon of things being in ſuch deplorable cir, 
cumſtances, for they don't — the bible, not underſtand the 
things contained therein; neither do they want either to 


beat of them, Know or underſtand them, for if they did, 


they would uſe ſome means for acquainting themſelves 
therewith': And for my part, I never expect to have bet- 
ter times, or things otherwiſe, while people continue 
—— . leer,, 
Once more: It is the duty of church - members to viſit 
each other, and to converſe one with another about 
their ſpiritual experiences of the grace of God. This is 
evident from the ſcriptures, I mean private and occaſional, . 
ſet meetings for ſpiritual converſation. Ther they that fear- 
ed the Lord, fpake often one to another *, Wherefore comfort 
yourſelves together, and edify one another, as alſo ye do. Let 
ws conſider one another, to provoke unto love, and unto good. 
works : Not forſaking the aſſembling of ourſelves together, as. 
the. manner of ſame is, but exhorting one another v. From 
all theſe, and many more, which might be added, it ap- 
pears evident (to any that deſire to make the bible their 
rule) that ſet viſits for chriſtian converſation is the duty A | 
| 3 has 5. 


„be exix. 103, 12 2 Sam. i. 20 Mal, i. 
16. Job ii. 11. Epheſ. iv. 29. 1 Theff. v. 11. Heb. x. 24, 25+ 
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ſuch as are in church-fellowfhip ; for obſerve, if ſuch op- 
portunities are not carefully ſought, and made conſcience 
of, how is it poſſible to know each others ſpiritual con- 
dition; or how, or when, will it be ſuppoſed poffible for a 
godly ſervant, in communion, to converte with the mafter 
cf another family about ſoul-affairs, or know the ſpiritual 


experiences of other members of the ſame body, which he 


ought to be acquainted with; yea, and the apoſtle com- 
mends the Theſ/alontans for their being found in this prac- 
tice, ſaying, even as ye alſo de: So that we plainly fee 
2 it is wrote in various parts of the word, as with à 
ſun-beam, and the point of a diamond) that the primi- 
tive apoftolic church had regatded hereunto ; would to God 
it was ſo now. It is faid of Moſes, that it cums into Hur 
- heart to viſit bis brethren a. Now, whatever other relations 
binds us to, we are engaged to the fame duties by our rela- 
Dine, ET ent 70 10 
If obligations of civility, or ties of nature and kindred, 
eigage perſons to viſit each other, and to be concerned for 


- Each other's 705 then much more the relation of 
ur 


members in obligeth us to the ſame duty. And 
the pooreſt, meaneſt ſaint, is as W of this as any, 
for otherwiſe we ſhould have the faith 


And if only the time that is trifled away, and miſpent, was 
employed this way, it would be much better than nome; 
and turn to a better account. Oh! that they were wiſe; 
to conſider theſe things: Beſides, how grieving is it to fiid 
church-members fo backward to ſpiritual converſation; 


even when enquiry has been made how they are going oth 
in [their fouls, ſcarcely ever do we find, that they have 

any thing to ſay for God; or of a Divine Jeſus, or of the 
precious truths relating to him, which are the life, com? 


fort, and joy of the Chriſtian now, and will be the mat - 
ter of his contemplation for ever, when he has done with 
this world, and all thi s thergi . 'Perfors that have tid 
delight, tid — 24 Adr pirttuat things now, 
wilt find themſelves dreadfully miſtaken, if they think 
they will be the ſubjeRts of their delight when they have 
done with time, and the evanid pleaſures thereof. More- 
3 | M ; SUED over 
£ © 1 Thell, v. 11. 4 Ads vii. 23. James i. 27, © Jam 
r ; NES; 


our Lord Jefas 
with reſpe& of perſons, which is forbidden in the word: 
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ver; if people had a deſire after, and taſte for, ſuch con · 
verſation, they would ſeek opportunities for it; for out 
of the abundance of the heart, the mouth ſpeaketh f, ae 
It js ſadly to be bewailed and lamented, that ſuch a 
trilling, vain, and frothy converſation, ſhould prevail 
among thoſe as profeſs to follow the lamb. Don't we pro- 
feſs to be redeem d from a vain converſation received by 
tradition from our Fathers; and ſhall our practice give our 
rofeſſion the lie? God forbid | ſhocking as it is, and myſt 
be to every ſerious obſerver, it is too evident, with any 
ee of modeſty, to be denied. | -__ 
go on to obſerve again, That ſuch as are honoured 
with. a place in a church of Chriſt, are under the higheſt 


— 


obligations, the ſtrongeſt ties, that love and gratitude can 


lay, to be earneſt in ſtriving and contending in all lawful 
— for the purity of the goſpel, and ordinances there - 
of, the honour, liberty, and privileges of the church, 
againſt all oppoſers hatſoever. It is needful for me to 
vurite ae r and ex hort you, that ye ſhould earneſtly con- 
tend for aith once delivered ta the . ſaints. Stand faſt 
berefore, in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath made 1 . and 

e not entangled again with the yoke of * Be always 
ready to give an auſwer to every man that aſteth you 4 rea- 
ſm of the hope that is in you, with meekneſs and fear. 
Now to a right obſervance of this duty, ſeveral things 
are neceſſary; ſuch as a diligent ſearch into thoſe. oracles 
of eternal truth, the ſcriptures, joined with fervent, pray- 
er, that we may know and underſtand the goſpel of To 
grace of God, in which there is ſuch diſplays of both di- 
vine wiſdom, and goodneſs, as is enough to fill men, and 
angels, with perpetual aſtoniſhment: What fund of ſpi- 
ritual treaſures are there, the fountain of the great deeps. 
of God's eternal love are broken up. 
.. Theſe precious truths which are to be contended for, 
and which, I apprehend, ſhine with the cleareſt luſtre in 
the records of heayen, which are tranſmitted to us in that 
much deſpiſed book the bible, are ſuch, as do reſpect the 
trinity of perſons in the ever adorable Godhead, the united 
one, the undivided three, Father, Son, and Holy . 


&* Fs Ls oy 


t Matth. xii. 34. e Jude, ver. 3. Gal. v. i. 
5 Pet. iii. 15 ieee . ß rr 


0 T 


word, that the ſalvation of God's elect is pur 
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The doctrine of the diſtinct perſonali o and proper deity 


of both the Son and the Holy Ghoſt; the doctrine of 


God's everlaſting love to Chriſt and his people, as having 
a being in him, in whom they were choſen before the 
foundation of the world; and in whom they were bleſt 
with all grace and glory; which was ſecured for them in 


him; as the head of the everlaſting covenant ; the doctrine 


of the deplorable vileneſs of man by nature, as he is fallen 


from his creation-ſtate;/ he is both guilty and filthy, and 
has altogether deſtroyed himſelf, and is totally unable to, 
contribute any thing towards his recovery; the doctrine of 


particular redemption ; of free juſtification by the righte- 

ouſneſs of Chriſt alone, without any thing of the crea- 

ture's ; the efficacy of grace in regeneration, ' converſion, 

and ſanctification; the certainty of the ſaints final” perſe- 

verance in a ſtate of grace to a ftate of gory, or, in a 
e 


grace, a pure flow of divine love from the Father througli 
the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt; fo that each divine perſon 
has his particular work in this grand affair; and when the 
top- ſtone is laid, or brought forth, there will be ſhoutings, 
crying, gracr, grace, unto it. Let atheiſts, let deiſts, let 
tbe infidels of the age ſay what they pleaſe, theſe are ſome 
of the precious fruits brought forth by the ſun, ſome of the 
chief things of the ancient mountains, and the delightful 
things of the laſting hills, *, which are to be contended for, 
and not to. be parted with, at any rate ; for a ſociety that is 
not- concerned for, nor built on, theſe eternal truths, 
which the apoſtles and prophets have declared, is not a 
church of Chriſt, ' neither will he own them for ſuch; for 
if. any man have not the Spirit of Chriſt, he is none of bisl; 
and that which is true of a particular, is alfo of a body or 
ſociety ; if they have not the Spirit of Chriſt, they are not 
built upon Chriſt, and if not built on Chriſt, they are no 


church of his, let them diſtinguiſh themſelves as they 


pleaſe. 


Further, in order to a conſcientious regard to the fote- 


bing duty, it is requiſite that they have a particular know- 
age of the way of worſhip which they profeſs, and thoſe 
tules of walking which they ſhould practiſe, that ſo they 
may be able to give an 1 0 to humble enquirers, 
; 5 \ i | 2 


* Deut. £xxiii. 13, 14, 15, 16. Rom viii. 9. 
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8 A Sczxirrtuas Manta. f 
and ſtop the mouths of ſtubborn oppoſers; and in order 
hereto, the records of redeeming love are to be peruſed, 


ſearched into, and ſhould. be the principal object of their 


9 8 in which they ſhould employ themſelves with the 
unwearied affiduity, for in theſe are hid all the trea- 


ſures of wiſdom aud kngqwledge n; fuch wiſdom as the very 


angels are intenſely deſirous to become more intimately 


acquainted with ® ; ſuch knowledge as qualifies-the poſ- 
| Calbe for communion with God here, and is their meetneſs 


for the open fruition of God hereafter. And further, let it. 


be obſerved, that according to the light and knowledge, or 
ſpiritual experience, that perſons have of evangelic truth, 


uch will be their valuation thereof, I hope the reader. 


will excuſe my recommending the ſtudy of the ſcriptures 
ſo frequently, and with ſo much ardency; it is becauſe 


they are ſo. much neglected, whereas they ſhauld be our 
arable companion, gur delight, and our counſellors; 


Vea, our bibles are an inconceivable, an inexpreſſible bleſ- 


Ide „ r „ . 
1 paſs on to obſerve, That it is the duty of ſuch as walk 
in church-fellowſhip to, be ſedulouſly careful for, and to 


_epdeavour after, the preſervation of the unity of the 


wrch in general, and of every member in particular. 
there be therefore any conſolation in Chriſt, &c. fulfil ye 
my joy, that ye be like minded, having the ſame. love, being - 


one accord, of one mind.. Endeavour to keep the unity of the 


Spirit in the bond of peace? ; and the multitude of them that 
believed were of, one heart, and of one ſoul. This union, or 
oneneſs, is the proper fruit of God's love to, of Chriſt's 
interceſſion for, and the work of the Holy Ghoſt. 
in his people: That they all may be one, as thou, Father, art 


in me, that they may be perfect in one, and I in thee, that 


they alſe may be ane in us ; Which he informs us is brought 
about by his being firſt in them, and thou, in me, that 

may be perfect in one%, He hath made of twain one new 
man * | CAS ; 


lt is plain, that as God united his Son immediately PN 


to one perſon. with the man, and then ordained that union 
on purpoſe, among other things, to be the medium of 


our 


= Col. ii. 3. „ 1 Pet. i. 12. Phil. il. t, 2. »Eph. iv, 
3. 1 Cor. i. 10. 1 John xvii, 21, 22, 23. Eph, ii. 14, 
15, 10. „ 833 
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our uon with himſelf, and with each other, as mem 
bers of his body; fo through him there is a communi- 
cation of the ſame Spirit to one and all that the Father 

ve to him; from whence ariſes, under the benign in- 

uences of the Holy Ghoſt, ſuch cloſeneſs of affection, 
ſuch oneneſs of mind, confent in judgment to the form of 
ſound. words, which is tranſmitted to us in the ſcriptures, 
and is oppoſed to ſchiſm, divifion, rents, evil ſurmiſinga, 
and differences in judgment; all which ſtrike at che verx 
root of this union, or oneneſs, which is the glory of 
Chriſt, the honour of the goſpel, the joy and crown of 
2 and greatly deſired by all the lovers of the blei. 
_ fe los 11 as | h | 
I I add once more, It is the ſpecial duty of thoſe in 
church-relation, to ſeparate and fequeſtrate themſelves from 
the world, and the men thereof, ” as . no _— | 
ar converſe: with vain. and diſorderly perſons, in : F 
| whatever, any longer than they — buſineſs — them? ol 1 
and from all ways of HA worſhip, which are not agree- 9 
able to the lively oracles. Zo! the people ſhall dwell alone, .$ 
and ſhall nat be reckoned among the nations. Go from the pro- 
ſence of a fookiſh man, when thou percerveſt not in him the lips 
| of inowledge*, Come out of her, my peoples, come out from 
among them, faith the Lord, touch not the unclean ihing, and 1 
will recetve you." Wo | | 

Separation generally bears an ill name in the world, 
and yet there is a ſeparation ſuitable to the mind and will 
of God; ſo that he or ſhe that is not made to ſeparate 
from the world, the men theteof, and the ways of falſe 
worſhip, by diſtinguiſhing grace, ſhall, in the end, be 
ſeparated from Jeſus Chriſt. Now the ſeparation here incul= V/ 
cated, and commanded by the Lord, is not in veſpe& of 
natural affection, nor ſpiritual care and. toncern for the 
good of ſauls *, nor yet in reſpect of relative duties 7; nor 

_ . yet in doing offices of love or civil converſe *, much leſs 
in not ſeeking their proſperity both internal and external, 
by communicating good things to them, as their circum- 
ſtances call for, and living profitably and peaceably with 


Numb. xxiii. 9. John xv. 9. * Prov. xiv. 7. Rev. 
II. 4. * 2Oor. vi. 17. * Rom, ix. 2, 3, 4. 77 Cor. 
vii. 13, 2 1 Cor, v. 10. Gal. vi. 10. Rom. xi 19. 
Heb. xii. 14. . e | 4 
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Zut this ſeparatĩon is, 1. In reſpect to affinity. As one 
well obſerves, Iſrael muſt paſs through the nations, but 
muſt not join in affinity with them. This was directly 
prohibited the people of I¶fael; and when ever at any 
time they were found guilty, it was ſeverely, and very 
ighly reſented by the Lord; as appears from many parts 
the old teſtament, both before and after the captivity b. 
Ezra, the ninth and tenth chapters, are ſtanding evidences 
of God's — thereat. And however this may be 
diſregarded in our licentious age, yet it is as ſeverely for- 
— in the new teſtament — inſtances of many Fr 
_ reſentment are too evident to be with any degree of mo- 
defy denied. Yea, their mixt marriages, as it was one 
means among others of ruining of the old world ©, ſo it 
was of the Fewiſh ſtate and church; and I fear - infinite 
mercy prevent not) will be the ruin of real religion and 
true godlineſs amongſt us. Obſerve the apoſtolic practice, 
Frſt a ſiſter, then a wife ©. | n 
But, 20%, In reſpect of walk and converſun ; for, 
for profeſſors or church- members to walk and talk as vainly 
as the world, or to be as frothy as they were before they 
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is changed, or that they have been with Jeſus, or that. 
they have any reſpect to that apoſtolic precept, I will. 
that thou affirm conſtantly, that they which have believed in Gd 
migbi be 'carefiil to maintain good works: But, alas! how 
ſorrowful, how afflicting it is to think that the leiſure 
hours from buſineſs ſhould” be ſpent in ſuch a way, as is 
deſtructive to both foul and body. Do not many, in an 
afternoon or evening, inſtead of attending to thoſe ſocial 
duties incumbent on them, make their way to the tavern 
or ale-houſe, and there be with vain company, grace 
card tables or the ſtage with their preſence, and fit in the 
ſcorner's-ſeat : Is this agreeable to the profeſſion they make 
of Chriſtianity ? Is this renouncing the pomp and vanity - 
of this world, and all the ſinful luſt of the fleſh? Is this 
to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour? Is this to have 
the converſation according to the goſpel? Is this the way 
to recommend the religion of a holy Jeſus? Is this the 
leſſon that grace teacheth ? No. | 
za, 


v Deut. vii. : Joſ. xxiis 12. Lev. xxil. 12. Ezra ixth 
and xth chap. Nehem. xiii. 23, 27, Gen. vi. 1. 2, 3, 4. 
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Deut. vii. 3, 4. 1 Cor. ix. 3. Roth. xii. 2. 
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made a profeſſion, gives very little evidence that their ſcent 
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Za, Again, in reſpect of the way of worſhip, church- 
members ought not to join with the world, or conform to 
their way of worſhip f, nor run into riot with them in any 
reſpect, or upon any account. That he no longer ſhould live 
the reſt of his time in the fleſh to the luſt of men, but to 
will of God. For the time paſt of our hfe may ſuffice us to 
Have wrought the will of the Gentiles, ruhen we walked in ia 
civiouſneſs, luſt, &c.. wherein they think it ſtrange that ye 
vun not with them to the ſame exceſs and riot, ſpeaking 2 
vun; who ſhall give account to him that is ready to judge 1 
wick and the dead 8s. | ; 285 
And muſt this be the caſe? Oh, killing thought! Muſt. 
that awful moment come when we muſt put off this body? 
1 muſt, and ſpeedily too. Then how will ſuch who havr 
Ireamt away life, be able to lift up their heads, their guilty 
heads ; what fearfulneſs will ſeize them? what horrible 
ead overwhelm them! Oh! what pale reviews ;.'what: 
artling proſpects preſent themſelves, and all conſpire to 
augment their ſorrows : They look backward, and behold, 
2 moſt melancholy ſcene is brought to; their view I ordi- 
nances neglected ; fins of omiſſion, and fins of commiſhan, 
ow ſtare them in the face. They look forward, and na- 
thing preſeats itſelf but the righteous Judge, and the dread- 
ful tribunal, They may perhaps brave it out now, and, 
Gallio like, care for nane of theſe things; but then the tables 
will be turned, horror and confuſion will ſeize. them, and 
hey, in anguiſh of ſoul, and bitterneſs of ſpirit, will exp. 
to the rocks and to the mountains to fall on them, and to- 
hide them from the face of him that ſitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath. of the Lamb; ſor the great day of his 
wrath will come, and who then will, be able to ſtand? 


* 
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Num. xxv. 2, 3. Deut. vii. 3, 4. Luke xvii. 23. Match. 
XXIV. 23. Rev. xvii, 4. 5 1 Pet. iv. 2, 3. 4. 5. 
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CHAP. vi 


Containin fone farther thing s e 07 
Char members, with Nane thereon, 


| IHE church of God is the glory of the world, and 
God i in his church is the lory thereof: For the 
church i is a choſen generation, a e preefthood, an holy na- 
dn,  a' peculiar people . And —— ſtrange it may 
Wund, it is an eternal truth, that Jehovah; in all his ador- 
able perſons, fo highly efdcems his church, that he hay © 
taken it for his portion, for his inheritance forever: The 
— Parton 15. his people, and Jacob is the lot of his inheris 
Wich is diſtinguiſhed and ſeparated from oe 
by ding. redeeming, and calling grace, to'a paxticipa 
tion of peculiar favours and privileges, thro" Chriſt here 
28 à meetneſs for the open enjoyment of him hereafter 
for ever in glo They are the children of the 
who are to be made like to cheir exalted Lord; 
and . with all accompliſhments ſuitable to their! 
and heavenly birth; and when they are by the H 
meeten'd for the enjoyment” of the royal Bride 
groom, he himſelf will come, in the glorh of Ries majeſty, 
and carry them home in wiumph to his imperial court; 
Where they ſhall ſeo» us they are ſeen} wWhiere they fhall be 
bleſſed with perfect knowledge of fuch: myſteries as never 
entered into the heart of angels or men. But, in the 
mean time, they. are to attend unto thoſe inſtructions that 
he has given in the lively oracles, for the regulating of 
their conduct; ſonie df which I drew notice of, and. 
ſhall now proceed to what remains. 

It is very evident from thoſe ſacred _ called "I | 
ſcriptures, that it is highly incumbent on thoſe in a 
church-ftate, and are in fellowſhip with each other, to 
bear, and forbear, with one anothers infirmities, weak- 
neſſes and failings, with tenderneſs, meekneſs, patience, 
pity, and aſſiſtance in caſe of falling. Be kind one to ano- 
this, * hearted, forgiving one et, even as God for 

Chr: Ws 


1 Pet, i. 9. Heut. xxl. 10. 
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Chriſps ſake hath L er. you ©, Brethren, if any man be 
overtaken in a fault, ye which are ſpiritual reſtore ſuch a one 


in the ſpirit of meekneſs, conſidering thyſelf, left thou alſo be 


tempted : Bear ye one another's burdens, and ſo fulfil the Iaw 
of Chriſt 4. Obſerve; ſo fulfil the law of Chriſt, the words 
are very emphatical and ſhould be attended to. The great 
apoſtle of the Gentiles addreſſes the Coloffians in this en- 
gaging, in this endearing manner: Put on therefore (as the 
elect of God, holy, and beloved) bowels of mercy, kindneſs, hum- 


bleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long<ſuffering, forbearing one another, . 


and forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel againſt 


any; even as Chriſt forgave you, ſo alſo do je. From 
which, and other lines of inſpiration f, it is manifeſt, that 
it is the glory of God to cover a matter ® + For free pardon is 


the marrow of the goſpel, the work of all the perſons in 
God]; and is declared for our comfort, conſideration, imi- 


tation, and regard. Whilſt we are cloathed with fleſh, 


whilſt we are in the body, we do every thing very imper- 
fectly; freedom from miſtakes and failings is a fruit of 


that glory for which we are waiting: Mie ſee bers darkly, 
tnow- but in part, and in many things we offend all, who 
knoweth how often? Let him that thinketh he flands tate 
heed left he fall i. Chriſtian ! thou haſt to do with a heart- 
ſearching, with a rein-trying, yea, with a jealous God, 
and therefore you have need to commune with your own. 
heart, and make diligent ſearch; to be jealous too, in all 


lemaly aſk God and your 

ſtand 2 EEE 1 ＋ 6 vn 274 *:; 

| * 4 4M 9 . a ; as 
Some perſons under a profeſſion o np ſeemingly 

rejoyce in the failings,of others; they diſcover malice, 

and fail more in that ſinful joy, than their brother over 


forget that they themſelves are in the body. Some de- 
light to dwell always upon a frailty or miſtake, like the 
fleſh-fly on a ſore place; a is moſt unkind, and ſuch 


„ 


© Epheſ. iv. 32. Matth. xviii. 21, 22. 4 Gal. vi. 1, 2. 
e Colofl. iii. 12, 13, Matth. xviii. 26, to the end of the 
chapter. # Prov, xxv. 2. Jam. iii. 2. 1 Cor. x. 12. 


your watch and walk before him. O ! take heed to your 
principles, look into the ſprings of your actions, and ſo- 
own conſciences, . how .matgers. 


whom they triumph. Some are angry at the weakneſgaP-, 


and infirmities they diſcern in others; theſe are proud and 
FOE f bent 
conceited, not conſidering who maketh them to differ, or 4% « 
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90 A ScrieturRE Max vA. ; 
deſerve to find no favour or charity in the like kind; and 


who is there that is exempted from miſtakes ? For injuries 


who can bear till ſeven times? Peter thought it much. 
Some more ſtudy revenge than pardon ; ſome pretend to 
forgive, but yet every {light offence makes a continued 
alienation of affection, and ſeparation of converſe. Some 
carry a ſmooth face over a rough heart. Chriſt, nor the 
ſpirit of chriſtianity, is in none of theſe ways; neither 


have they any favour of the goſpel of a lowly Jeſus. 


Meekneſs, patience, forbearance, forgiveneſs, hiding, co- 
vering, and removing of offences, are the footſteps of a 
Divine Jeſus. . Seeſt thou thy brother fail, pity him; doth 
he continue in it, earneſtly pray for him, and admoniſh 
him. Can't another ſin, but thou muſt fin too? If thou 
be angry, vexed, rejoiced, alienated, or carry a diſtance 
from thy brother when he treſpaſſes againſt thee, you are 
a partaker with him in evil inſtead of helping or doing any 
thing to recover him. Suppoſe thy God, Oh believer ! 
ſhould be angry every time thou, giveſt him cauſe, and 
firike every time thou provokeſt the eyes of his glory, 
what would have become of thee? When thy brother 
offendeth thee, conſider the patience and forbearance of 
thy God towards thee, and allo conſider his command, 10 
go and da likewiſe ; then all tenderneſs of affection and 
bowels of compaſſion will be put on towards each other as 
becometh ſaints. In a word, let pity, not envy ; mercy, 
not malice ;z patience, not paſſion; Chriſt, not the fleſh ; 
grace, not nature; pardon, not ſpite or revenge; be our 
guides and companions in all our converſation and walk 


with each other: Then how amiable, how deſirable, will 


church-fellowſhip appear ! how lovely the courts of the 
Lord ! | | 

Again, 2dly, It ought to be the concern, and is the 
duty of ſuch as are in church-fellowſhip, to watch over 
each other's converſation for good, to rebuke, reprove, 
exhort, admoniſh, and warn, one another as occaſion re- 


* quires; and to render an account to the church, if the 


offending party be not reclaimed k. 55 
In this rule there are three things included; the f is, 
They are to be watchful over one another for good, and 

: to 


Matth. xyiii, 15, 16. 17. 1 Theſf. v. 14. Lev. xix. 17. 


Jam. v. 19, 20. 
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to ſeck the ſpiritual edification and temporal good of each 
other; this is a duty of eminent uſefulneſs. Not that we 
ſhould curiouſly pry into one another's buſineſs or failings, 
much leſs maliciouſſy ſearch into doubtful, or unknown 
things, for the trouble or diſparagement of a brother; 
both which are contrary to that love that thinketh no evil, 
but covereth a multitude of faults; and is alſo diſagree- 
able to the royal law of liberty, which is the rule of the 
believer's conduct: But we are to obſerve each other from 
a regard to the glory of God, the honour of the goſpel, 
and the welfare of each other's ſouls that what is exem- 
plary may be followed, what is amiſs may be rectified and 
ſet right. | | 

9 1 Admonition. Now this is twofold, 1. Authorita- 
tive, by way, of power; this belongs to the church. 2. Fra- 
ternal, or by way of brotherly love. It is this latter that 
we now treat, which is either hortatory, to encourage in 
what is good ; or monitory, to reprove that which is amils. 
This is then the thing we plead for, viz. That it is the 
duty of every church-member towards them with whom 


he walks in fellowſhip, to admoniſh, from the word of 


God, thoſe they apprehend do not walk agreeable to their 
profeſſion, or as becometh the goſpel. Therefore let every 
one with chriſtian courage, admoniſh from the word, in 
all love, with a ſpirit of meekneſs, ſuch as walk diſorderly 
in any particular whatſoever, and not ſuffer fin upon their 
brother; being ready to receive ſatisfaction upon juſt de- 
fence or promiſed amendment: Without this, in caſe the 
offence is juſt, a man cannot be free from the guilt of 
other mens fins. Let alſo the offending brother, with all 
chriſtian patience and ſubmiſſion, accept the admonition, 
ſaying, Let the righteous ſmite me, it ſhall be a kindneſs; and 
let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent oyl, which ſhall not 
break my head l. 1 22 41 
But, 3dly, In caſe private admonition doth not prevail, 
or is of no effect, then to tell it to the church when met 
together. Our Divine Maſter, the bleſſed Jeſus, hath fo 
plainly laid down theſe: things which regard private of- 
fences in the ſacred records, as needs no explanation, but 
he that runs may read, for they are wrote as with the point 
of a diamond x. 


| N2 1 ſhall 
i Blal, cli. 5. ® Matth, xvili, 15, 16, 1. 


ern n 1 — 2 


— — — 


_— OC 
CT EE EE Ree nt ů 


_— + 
— — 


— — ———— 


| — Ow. wG_—_— 
: TC OO See ee —————_—_————_—_—__—__—_—_—_—_—_—_—_ 


— — —— —— — oy 


—ͤ—ñ— ⁊ꝓ —U—ñ — — 
—— — 7 ˙˖¹˙²ᷣ— en. _ "I 
— — 2 2 re 
— ͥ —— 
* 
: 


Lo ST I — — 
— — —_—_—__ 


* — . Mam 4 EE er! en er bo Wk 
— — — — JE Ed — —_ rv —̃ — v— 8 % * 
2 2 f EN —— — g—ʒ—übDd; —˙ —— — 
— 


92 A Sci TURE MAN VAI. 


1 ſhall only add upon this head, Would to Go 
church- members knew, and made conſcience in the fear 
of the Lord, to attend unto this rule; but, alas! what 


| Thall I ſay; where is the perſon or people that pay any 


reſpe& hereunto ? So far from minding this golden rule, 
as that (it is a ſhame to ſpeak it) they neither know one 
another, nor ſhew any concern for each other. How 
people can ſatisfy their own conſciences in living in oppo- 
ſition, direct oppoſition, to the revealed will of Chriſt, is 
to me ang I'll go on, for I fear it is to no purpoſe 
to treat on theſe things; for as people don't know, th 

will not uſe * means to come at any acquaintance with 
their duty to God or each other, but are like ae, of 
whom the prophet complained : Were they aſhamed when 
they had committed abominations ? Nay, they were not aſham- 


Ned, neither could they bluſh ; therefore they ſhall fall among them 


that fall; at the time that I viſit them, they ſhall be caſt down, 
th the Lord". GERT EEE | ; 
Further, It is their incumbent duty to mark diligently, 

to avoid carefully, all cauſes and cauſers of diviſion ; 
eſpecially to ſhun all ſeducers, falſe teachers, and broachers 
f errors and hereſies, which are contrary to the form of 
ound words and the faith once delivered to the ſaints, as 
apparent from the ſcriptures of truth *: Arid they ſhall 
unto you, See here, or ſee there; go mt after them, to fol- 
them v. Here is the expreſs mind of Chrift ; I'll only 
aſk, Who is to be obey'd, who is to be regarded, God 
or man; Judge ye. Now; in order to a right performance 
of this duty, and obſervation of this rule, ſo clearly laid 
down in the book of God, theſe two things are to be at- 


tended to. 


Firſt, That they in the uſe of all means (ſuch as read- 
ing the ſcriptures, prayer to God for light, and under- 
ſtanding into the mind of Chriſt, a cloſe and ſteady atten- 
tion on the miniſtry of the church, and converſation with 
thoſe that are capable of inſtructing them) endeavour after 
ſuch a competent knowledge of God, and acquaintance 
with the doctrines of the everlaſting goſpel, ſo as to diſ- 
cern between. truth and error; and alſo an underſtanding 


n Jer. vi. 15. ii. 3. o Rom. xvi. 17, 18. Matth. xxiv. 
75 23, 24, 25. Luke xvii. 23. 1 Tim. vi. 3,4, 5. 
2 Tim. ii. 16, 17. | 0 88 | 
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of the order and diſcipline of the church, that upon the 
firſt apprehenſion of what is contrary thereto, they may 
turn away from ſuch as bring not the doctrine which is 
1 to godlineſs, and not bid ſuch God ſpeed d. 
Secondly, That they attend upon, and hearken to no- 
thing but what comes in God's way, and agreeable to 
goſpel order. Some perſons, yea many, very many in 
our days, have ſuch itching ears after novelty, that th 
run greedily after every one that lies in wait to deceive wi 
cunning and enticing words, from a pretence of trying all 
things, not conſidering that God will have his own work 
done in his own way only: Now, for any to run volun- 
tarily to hear ſuch, who come not into the miniftry ac- 
cording to the mind of Chriſt, is to tempt the Lord, with 
whom it is juft and righteous to deliver them up to the 
efficacy of error, that they may even believe the lies they 
hear; attend therefore only on that miniſtry, and try 
only thoſe that come in God's way, to others bid not 
God ſpeed. But ſuch is the miſery in our unhappy days, 
that people will run to hear thoſe that they know not 
from whence they come, nor what they are, not follow- 
Ing the laudable practice of the primitive church, which 
gave teſtimonials to thoſe that were to paſs from one place 
to another, and did not receive any without them; nor 
conſidering thoſe awful words which are ſpoken by the lip 
of truth. 7 alſo will chooſe their deluſions, and will bring their 
Fears upon them, becauſe when I called none did anſwer ; when 
T ſpake, they did not hear, but they did evil before mine eyes, 
and choſe that in which I delighted not. * 
Once more, It is the duty, and ought to be the parti- 
cular concern of thoſe in church-fellowſhip, to have a 
tender and affectionate participation and ſympathy with 
each other, in their ſeveral ſtates and conditions, to bear 
one another's burdens, and fo fulfil the law of Chriſt, as 
may, in ſome meaſure, anſwer the end of their near re- 
lation . A former obſervation and rule concerned the 
carriage, and what ſhould be the frame of Spirit towards 
our brethren in, and under their failings ; this reſpects them 
as to their trials, temptations, and afflictions, which fre- 

| quently 


4 Joh. ver. to, „1 Cor. xvi. 3. Rom. xvi. 1. Acts ix. 


26. I, Ixvi. 4. Gal. vi, 2. Heb. ii, 3. Rom. 
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quently. are very great, and very numerous: (I leave among 
you a. poor an affiified people, ſaith the Lord u)] and it 
points out what ſympathy and fellow-feeling there ſhould 
be among the Lord's people, under all they are exerciſed 
with, in conformity to Chriſt, who in all their af#&ons 
is afflieted *, and perſecuted in their diſtreſſes, Saul, Saul, 
why perſecuteſt thou meY, They who are not concerned at 
the trials, ſorrows, troubles, afflictions, wants, poverties, 
perſecutions, and viſitations of the ſaints, not ſo far as to 
pity their woundings, to feel their ſtrokes, to refreſh their 
ſpirits, to bear their burdens, give very little evidence that 
they are of the body; for a due eee of, a ſtrong 
deſire aſter, the church's proſperity, with bowels of com- 
N as a fruit of that love that ſhould be among be- 
levers, will engage to a becoming concern for the church 
in general, and every member in particular. 
Mioreover, it ſhould be the concern (Oh ! that I could ſay 
it is) of thoſe in this ſacred fellowſhip in church-affairs, to 
make no difference of perſons, but to condeſcend to the mean- 
eſt perſon, and ſervice, for the uſe of the hrethren; and to 
avoid -whiſpering, tale-bearing, backbiting, and whatſo- 
ever tends to provoke or diſturb the peace of the church, 
and in all things to endeavour after ſuch a walk, as to give 
no offence to Few or Gentile, or to the church of God . 
This rule conſiſteth of two branches: Fir/t, That there 
be no difference made of perſons in church matters, for 


where the Lord hath not diſtinguiſhed, we ought not; 


for in Chriſt there is neither Few nor Greek, neither rich nor 
poor, high nor low, Scythian nor barbarian, bond nor free, 
circumciſion, nor uncircumciſion, but a new creature. And 
generally God hath choſen the poor of. this world to. con- 
found the mighty, Experience ſhews us, that not. many 
great, not many wiſe, not many mighty, after the. fleſh, 
are made partakers of the heayenly calling; and tho? of 
twain one new man is made, yet we are not to imagine, 
that the goſpel of Chriſt doth any way oppoſe, or take 
away the diſtinctions among the children of men, cauſed 
by power, authority, relation, enjoyment of earthly bleſ- 
ſings, gifts, age, or any other whatſoever, that is ac- 
4 1 e cording 


Zeph. ni. 12, * If. li. g, „ Adds iz. 4. *Plal. 
. ol. bi. 29. 2 Tim, i. 16. 17. Jam. ii. 1, 
r. 1 Cof. Ali. 28. 9 . 
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cording to the appointment of God; neither doth this pull 
up the bounds of propriety, and intereſt, in earthly things, 
but only hereby we are taught, told, and inſtructed, that 
in things purely ſpiritual, theſe outward things are of no 
value or eſteem; for men in the church are to be viewed, 
to be conſidered as ſaints only, not as great or rich, for all 
are equal, all are upon a level, all are naked before God: 
And free grace is the only diſtinguiſher, all being bre- 
thren in the ſame family, children of one Father, ſer- 
vants of the ſame maſter, employed about the ſame work, 
acted by the ſame Spirit, having the ſame precious faith, 
and enjoying the ſame privileges ; whence then ſhould any 
difference or diſtinction ariſe ? A community, a body in- 
tereſted in, and enjoying all ſpiritual advantages alike, 
ſhould allow equality in ſpiritual affairs; not he that is 
richeſt, or greateſt, nor he that is pooreſt, but he that is 
humbleſt, and moſt conformed to the image of the bleſſed 
| Jeſus, is accepted before the Lord. 

The other branch requires a due and conſcientious con- 
cern for, and regard unto, the laws of Chriſt, which he 
as king in Zion hath appointed, and that they obſerve to 
walk by thoſe rules he has laid down, and to avoid thoſe 
things he has forbid ; in ordet to which it is requiſite, that 
church-members be acquainted with, and have ſome 
knowledge of, the laws and diſcipline of the church, for 
ignorance hereof, and an unacquaintedneſs herewith, is 
the foundation of all the diſorders that are in the churches ; 
and really the moſt part ſeem to be as great ſtrangers to the 
laws of the houſe, as thoſe that never had a place there, 
when, as every thing relating thereunto, is moſt clearly 

revealed in the word of truth, that much deſpiſed book, 
the bible. Oh! itis grieving to think how ignorant, and 
how unconcerned the generality of people are; and for 
my part, I never look for a revival, till perſons have a 
becoming concern, and a due regard unto, the diſcipline of 
the church : And how can this be come at, when few or 
none make conſcience of attending upon church- meetings? 
Here I may take up the words of the mourning prophet, 
and ſay, How doth the city fit ſolitary, that was full 4 people] 
the ways of Zion do mourn, becauſe none come to her ſolemn 
feaſt ; all her gates are deſolate; her prieſts figh ; and from 
the daughter of Zion all her beauty is departed : behold, O 
Lord, und conſider b. ; | 


I pro- 
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I proceed to obſerve again, That it is the buſineſs of 
thoſe that are honoured with a place in the houſe of God, 
chearfully to undergo the lot and portion of the church in- 
proſperity, and in adverſity, and not to draw back, but 
carefully and conſcientiouſly to aſſemble together, both on 
Lord*s-days and on other 7 according to the appoint- 
ment of the church, and if any be in diſtreſs, perſecu- 
tion or affliction, the whole church ought to be humbled 
before the Lord, and to be earneſt in prayer on their be- 
half. I ſhall here obſerve, that backſliding from any of 
the ways of the ever bleſſed Jeſus, or to decline the uſe of 
any ordinance, is no ſmall degree of apoſtacy from 
Chriſt; and however lightly this may be eſteemed, or 
looked over, is of more criminal nature than people are 
aware of, and that which is highly reſented by our Lord, 
who hath ſaid, that he that honour eth me, will I honour *, 
but the backſlider in heart ſhall be filled with his own ways * 

Let it then be our concern to cleave unto the Lord, 
and follow hard after him in all his ordinances, following 
the lamb whitherſoever he goes; cloſely adhering one to an- 
other, and the ways of an exalted Jeſus, that ſo we may, 
thro' the benign influences of his holy Spirit, receive ſuch 
ſpiritual aſſiſtance and ſupport, that ariſes ſrom the good- 
neſs of God, and the ineſtimable privilege of church- 
fellowſhip. Further, I would obſerve, that as our God 
delighteth in the thankful praiſes, ſo alſo in the fervent 
prayers of his dear people, therefore he takes various me- 
thods in the courſe of his ke to call them to this 
ſweet employ. A formaliſt may perhaps ſneer at the 
bended knee, and have a thouſand darts of raillery, ready 


to be diſcharged on the conſtant and conſcientious practice 


of this duty, but ſhall I, faith a gracious ſoul, be deter- 


red from approaching to my God, the ſource of the pureſt. 


delight and pleaſure ; backward enough to my ſhame, 
I own I am, buta gracious God takes every endearing, 


every engaging method to encourage to this entertaining 
work: And ſometimes he brings them into the furnace 


of affliction i, for fiction doth nat ſpring out of the earth, 
nor trouble out of the ground, but are all laid out by infinite 
PEE and | 


| © Math. xili. 20, 21. Acts zii. 5, 7, 12. Heb. x. 23, 


24, 25, 32, 33, 34» 35» 36, 37, 38, 39. 1 Sam. f. 


30. Prov. xiv. 14. Pial. Ixxviii. 33, 34. 
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and unerring wiſdom, and are brought on by the hand of 
a tender Father, "whoſe compaſſions fail not, and have a 
voice in them, Hear ye the rod, and who hath appointed it 2. 
Hence, faith the Lord, I will go and return to my place, till 
they acknowledge their offence, and fork my face, in their 
aſfliction they will feeck me early.” Therefore then, if any 
member of the church do lay under the afflicting hand of 
God, or the perſecuting rage of men, it is the incumbent 
duty of every fellow- member to be ſenſible of, affected 
with, and account themſelves fo ſharers therein; as to be 
inſtant and earneft with God by fervent prayer and ſuppli- 
cation; and alfo to be helpful to them by all fuitable af- 
fiſtance, which their circumſtances calls for, that their ſpi- 
ritual coneernment in that affliction may be apparent, for 
hereby the will of God is fulfilled, the glory of the goſpel 

is exalted, and the unſpeakable favour of church-commus- 
nion is, in ſome meafure, anſwered; Nap of 
I go on to take alittle notice of the other part of this 
rule, which reſpects that regard that ſhould be had to public 
worſhip, both on Lord's-days, and other ſeaſons, ap- 
pointed by the church. And here I only intreat, that 
public worſhip be Ramen early, and conſcientiouſly 


attended upon, as you are defirous of the proſperity of Zion, 


and the welfare of your own fouls, It is ſhocking to ſee 
how many come into the place of worſhip juſt as the text 
is named, as if prayer and ſinging were no parts of divine 

worſhip, and they had no concern in them; and it is as. 
awful to think how little the Lord's day is regarded by the 


generality of profeſſors in this heaven-daring and God- 
-provoking age. The fields, the ale-houſes, and taverns 


are full, but the houſe of God almoſt empty: Parties of 
pleaſure, or tours into the country, or country lodgings, to 
the neglect of both ſocial religion in the family, and pub- 


lic worſhip, are attended to. And if theſe ſort of perſons 


condeſcend to give their preſence in the aſſembly of the 
ſaints, one part of the day ſuffices them, and it is with 
ſuch an air of indifference, as tho” they had no fear of 
God, nor regard for man; and inſtead of attending to 
the godd word of God, or conſidering in whoſe eder 
they are, give themſelves up to ſlumber and ſleep, or are 
fo reſtleſs as they can ſcarce 7 4888 places, which de- 


monſtrates 


3 Micah vi. 9, laſt Part, | 
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monſtrates that they think the opportunity tedious and 


burdenſome, and want it to be over, ſaying, I ben will 
the new. moon be gone, the Sabbath be over, that we. may ſet 
forth wheat; which, in other words, is as much as to 
lay, we think it long e er we go to our ſecular employ, 
or to our beloved pleaſures; nay, ſome are ſo baſe, ſo 
vile, as they Wo t give the Lord his time, but buy and 
ſell on his holy day, in defiance of human and divine laws ; 


ot, if they are, pleaſed to ſpare time to attend divine 


.worſhip, as ſoon as it is over, (and the ſooner the better 
ea they either repair to the next ale-houſe, or 
tavern, and there ſpend the evening, or elſe to their world - 
1y buſineſs: Such profeſſors deſerve not the chriſtian name, 
ot a place in à church, for they are a ſcandal to the goſ- 
pel, and as great enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, as the pro- 
fane, yea, do more hurt to religion than the vain and vile, for 
they are judg'd of all, and their end will be deſtruction from 
the preſence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power, 
unleſs God graciouſly grant to them repentance. Oh. 
"how is the ſacred day profaned by all forts of perſons; /hall 
not the land tremble for this, and every ane mourn that dwell 
therein, for the Lord hath ſaid, I will mali the end thereof as a 
bitter day *. Alas ! we are fallen in ſuch unhappy. times, 


wherein profeſſors, yea, church- members, are ſo degenerated, 
and there is ſo little difference between them and the world, 
as that, for my part, I very much queſtion, whether they 


would have any regard for public worſhip, and the ſervice 


of God, could they attend with any degree of decency to 


their ſecular employ, or beloved pleaſures; witneſs that 


little, that very little reſpect that is paid to church- meetings, 
and other ſeaſons, on the week - days, which are voluntary, 
büt are abſolutely neceſſary for the conducting and ma- 


naging of church-buſineſs, and to ſhew our allegiance 


nce more: It is their duty who are in church- relation, 


to Ur Chriſt, as Zion's king. 


and ought to be their concern, generouſly and freely to 
Contribute, and communicate of their temporals, for the 


affiftance of thoſe that are the Lord's poor, that they may 


have ſupplies ſuitable to their wants, neceſſities, and afflic- 


tions; whoſe hath this world's goods, and ſeeth his brother baue need, 
the 
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the love of God in him My little children, let us not love in 
word, neither in tongue, but in deed, and in truth i. As this 
has been in the former part hinted at, I ſhall: only add, 
that every man, by the appointment of God, hath a pe- 
culiar right to the uſe and diſpoſal of thoſe earthly things 
wherewith he is in particular intruſted, is unqueſtionably 
true; the very precept for free diſtribution and communi- 
cation, are enough to prove it, but that theſe things are al- 
together given unto, and beſtowed upon men for them- 
ſelves, and for their own uſe, is denied; for if God in his 
providence gives to one a larger portion, a greater mea- 
ſure, it is, that they may be capable of feeding his poor, 
ſupporting his intereſt, and be ſerviceable in their gene- 
ration, and to withhold in theſe caſes, is to rob both God 
and man, and in the iſſue tends unto -paverty. There is 
(faith the royal preacher) that withholdt more than is meet, 
but it tendeth to poverty *, ; 5 190 17 
Laſtly, and to conclude, it appears, if any regard is 
paid to the ſacred vol ume, thoſe records of redeeming love, 
that it is the indiſpenſible duty, and ought to be the ſtu- 
diqus concern, of church-members to walk exemplarily in 
all holineſs, and godlineſs, to the glory of God, the ho- 
nour of the goſpel, the edification of the church, to adorn 
the profeſſion which they make of the name of Jeſus, and 
the conviction of them that are without ** That holineſs 
becometh the houſe of God for ever n, and that without holineſs 
no man ſhall ſee the Lord, is evident, for this is the diſcri- 
minating character of the true church, and the members 
thereof, from the world; they are a holy, humble, ſelf- 
denying people. Our divine maſter, the Bleſſed Jeſus, is 
holy, his doctrine and worſhip is holy, and calculated for 
promoting real, evangelical holineſs; and” the divine 
Spirit, is holy, who hath called us with an holy calling, 
yea, the Father which hath choſen us is holy, and has pro- 
vided for our ſanctification in his holy covenant; the con- 
ſideration hereof ſheuld engage all that enjoy holy ordi- 
nances, to ſhine in, and endeavour after, holineſs of life 
and converſation, that thoſe who accuſe them as evil doers, 
might have their mouths ſtopp'd. : 5 02.147 e 
Now this holy walk, which ſhould be found in all that 
have a name and a place in 8 gates, doth flow from 
=. 2 an 
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an internal principle of holineſs, which is not to be at- 
tained, but is infuſed into the ſoul that is born again, and 
is derived frum Chriſt, the holy head of the church, to 
whole image every veſſel of mercy is predeſtinated to be 
conformed, and ſhall in the end, by the bleſſed _— 
brought ** it. At we haue zorus the image of the earthy, 
we ball alſo bear the image of the , We ſhall be ike 
bim. So that real-bolineſs, or ſanctification, doth 
- Not conſiſt. in a renewing of corrupt and depraved- nature, 
das ſome «ary arg have aſſerted; or à reſtoring of the per- 

ſon to what he was in Adam, as others who dream with 
their eyes open; but in raiſing à man up to what he was 
in Chriſt, above and before he was in Adam, upon the 
foundation of his everlaſting union to Chtiſt, as head of 

grace aud glory, which union, as it tarried not for (that 
s, depended not upon) any matis faith pr works, but ſe- 
cured their perſons, and provided ſor both holineſs of 
7 and holineſs of life, and ſprings from God's ever- 

ling love to Chriſt, and -tohis/people, - It is upon this 
| bottom or foundation, that the Holy Ghoſt comes to, and 
3 5 AA gra ſinner, and forms them according to and 
alter the image of Chriſt: Therefore ey are partakers 
of that ne nature, which is called avi , and are really 
 - Created. in righteouſneſs, and bus bolemefs * 5 Which aſpires af- 

ter and is comamad about, parity in heart, and purity 

Hall and converſation; for it is the pure in heart that 


all ſee God. And his diſcovers rfelf in engaging = per- 

Jon to abſtain from ſin, yea; all appearance of evilgzout 
of regard to the authority of God in his law, from à real 
Principle of love to the Lord. Ho then con I d this great 
goickedneſs, amd ſin ggainſt God t. Ah } how indeed, which 
- - Juppoſes an uniuitableneſ in ſin to me holy principle; and 
that hy reaſunchereof, the perſon had am approbation of, 
2 high eſteem for, and diking to the law, and its com- 
mands, as hoh, juſt, and good ; and an averfion or dif- 
ke ta that Which che law forbids-avevily vite, and ſin- 
ful, and, altagetber diſtaſteful. and diſagreeable to that new 
nature, Which he is the happy gubfest sf, and is through 
grace made to be zealous. of gad Works: From whence 
- aheſe are more tender of the honour of God, und ſenſible 
mot en eb £9589 e ee e e ee SMEAR ef 
1 * 1 
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of the great gulph of iniquity that dwells in them, and 
makes them to cty out of it, being burden'd by it; for 
perſons moſt ſanQiked are always moſt affected with, and 
moſt ſenſible of, their natural depravity; witneſs. the great 
Grace, as it is a ſpiritual light in the mind, the ſoul 
thereby ſees more of the plague of the heart, which is the 
plwague of the chriſtian's life, and hath, more enlarged 
views of the ſinfulneſs of ſin, as it dwells there :; fo that 
ſome hereupon have been ready to conclude, that they 
grow worſe and worſe, more hard- hearted, more atheiſti- 
cal, in ſhort, more unſpiritual, than ever: Which appre- 
henſion ariſes from that diſcovery which real grace makes 
of luſt in the heart; hence the apoſtle ſaith, But all things 
-that are reproved ure made manifeſt by the light, far uuhatſo- 
teuer dath make munife is light . Moreover, by means of 
this -gracious holy principle, thoſe evil and corrupt diſpo- 
tions that reſide in us, and are natural to us, ſuch as 
pride, paſſion, cauſelels anger, inveterate wrath, envy, 
malice, intemperance, and other evils which we are prone 
to, and which dwell in us, are ſo mortified, ſubdued; and 
kept under, amt to break forth as they were wont to do; 
„the chriſtian is deſirous of the intire deſtruction of this 
ate enemy, and breathes after being more like unto 
the bleſſed Jeſus, walking as he walked in the exerciſe of 
every grace, and the performance of every duty. If ſpe : 
vial grace bath not ſuch a tendency as to keep down and 
mortify thoſe- evils which mens conſtitutions peculiarly in- 
Cline unto, I know not for uw part what it.hath done, or 
doth, nor what a number of outward duties do amount 
unto. r * 41 a / . | . CO my. $444 $ 0-2 Io 
In a word, Therefore as Chriſt is made of Gad unta 
dis people ſanctification, which is the cauſe and ſpring of 
all evangelical holineſs in them, by the all- powerful energy 
of the Lord the Spirit, and that holineſs which ſhould 
" ſhine exemplarily in church- members, in their lives and 
converſations, is the effect and fruit of the ſanctification of 
the Divine Spirit, which our God hath deſigned as tho 
ſpecial way and means of bringing the elect unto that ſal- 
vation they were Choſen unto, and as a meetneſs ſor the 
enjoyment of that inheritance beſtowed upon them, and 


5 Rom. vii, 24. © | ta, vi. 11 u Epheſ. v. 13. 
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given to them in Chriſt, before the foundation of the world, 
which was prepared for them, and they being prepared for 
it, ſhall be put into the actual poſſeſſion and fruition thereof, 
to the glory of God, in all his Perſons, who are equally 
concerned in this noble, this great, this grand affair. 


1 n hh eee, noo bling 
Is it ſo then, that a principle of holineſs from'Chrift 
our holy head is neceſſary to a — life and walk, or, 
that evangelical holineſs is a fruit and effect of the Spirit 
of ſanctification in us; we may from hence ſee, that there 
is a wide difference between morality and goſpel- holineſs, 
or between a gracious holy man accordin g to the Spirit, 
and a natural moral man. got 93 „ 40 
We may further learn, that regeneration is ſanctifica- 
tion radically: The advancement of purity and ſpiritua- 
lity in our ſouls, under the benign influences of the 
Divine Spirit, is our ſanctification, as it is progreſſively 
conſidered: The Holy Ghoſt is the efficient cauſe both 
of life and growth. Therefore, as grace in the principle 
is his production, ſo the exciting and increaſing thereof 
is alſo his work; wherefore we are no farther holy in any 
thing we are concerned in, than as we are under the 
immediate influences of God's good Spirit, and act from 
a principle of love to the Lord, and a delight in his holy 
law as the rule of our obedience, with a ſingle eye to his 
gory by Jeſus Chriſt. Alas ! then how little, how very 
ittle, is there of real holineſs to be found in our walk be- 
fore God, how free from blame ſoever we may be in the 
rant bono to nn onde won not 
Learn further, That as God, in all his adorable Per- 
ſons, is the ſole author of all real ſanctification, there is 
nothing of it in any creature, neither could there be any 
thing of it, but from the undivided Three, by means of 
the union of our nature in the perſon of Ohriſt, in whom 
it hath pleaſed the Father that all fullneſs ſhould dwell". - 
We learn again, How vaſtly ſhort the generality of 
church-members come in anſwering of their high, holy, 
and | heavenly calling; how greatly defective they are in 
their walk, and how little there is of that holineſs, that is 
the diſtinguiſhing character of the true church, to be found, 
Few walk as becometh ſaints, few there are that have 
their converſation as becometh the goſpel, How little Rad 
5 9 2-40 | * „ the 
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the true and real form of religion is there in our ſad, our 
declining times; and leſs, very much leis, of the power of 
that holineſs to be ſeen which is the believer's meetneſs 
for the enjoyment of God as his portion, as his eternal all. 
Oh!] the validity, the ſecurity, of this glorious grant which 
1s made by the great Sovereign of both worlds; which he 
has ratified by his ſolemn oath, and ſealed with the blood 
of his equal-Son. The mountains may depart, and the bills 
be removed, but his kindneſs *, and a tenure founded thereon 
and diſcovered in a promiſe, is unalienably ſecure, is as 
laſting as eternity itſelf. Surely this grace will engage the 
foul to gratitude, and not ſimply reſt ſatisfied with the 
bare acknowledgment of the lips. No. It will, as ma- 
naged by the Spirit, engage the life to be vocal, and to 
ſpeak his praiſes who hath done ſuch great things, in that 
only genuine, that moſt emphatical language, the language 
of holy obedience as a fruit of love, of love to him who 
firſt loved us, and gave himſelf for us. | 
To conclude, Oh, how ſhocking it is to conſider, how 
amazing it is to behold | how ſtupidly ignorant the moſt 
part of profeſſors are of the great things of God; and how 
looſely they walk, and live as if this was their reſt, as if 
they were to be here always; forgetting that their time is 
ſhort, and that in a little while they muſt take an eternal 
fare wel of all ſublunary things; they ſpend their days like 
a tale that is told, and are fo intoxicated and bewitched 
with the pleaſures of life, or the little tinſels of wealth, 
or the gay plumes of honour, as they can't afford them- 
. ſelves time for a ſerious thought on their ſtate, till the ſea- 
ſon come, the awful hour, which they wiſh at the greateſt 
diſtance; I mean the hour of death. Oh then, when 
the griefy king of terrors ſtares them in the face, what 
keen reflections, what bitter reproaches doth their con- 
ſciences ſuggeſt | If awakened in a little meaſure, how 
doth the evil of their way ſtare them in the face, which 
fills them with guilt and fears, which makes them groan 
out the poor remains of life, till death ftrikes the awful 
ſtroke, and they are removed far, very far, from our 
obſervation. Happy diſſolution, were this the period of 
their woes! But alas! all this is but the beginning of ſor- 
rows; for no ſooner has death diflodged the reluctant * 
0 TH eG ; ut 
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but it is hurried into the preſence, the awful preſence, of 
A fin-revenging God, who conſigns it over to chains of 
darkneſs and receptacles of deſpair, againſt the ſeverer 
doom, and more public infamy of the great, the tre- 
meadow. day afitbe Lord. ee. 
Conſider this all ye that forget God, for it is not your 
eating:and-drinking in his preſence, or being called by his 
name, 1 found breakers of his law, firangers to 
the bleſſed Jeſus, and walking after your own beart's luſt, 
as willexempt. you from the reſtleſs agonies of unquench- 
able fire, and that ſor ever and ever. © 
Whilſt the man, the woman, that has received Chriſt Je- 
ſus the Lord, that has a vital principle of grace from him as 
the living Head, by the Holy Ghoſt, and are kept by this 
good Spirit in the way of the Lord, cleaving cloſe to him, 


and wi hayn ir fruitunto ho- 
220000 
ſhall quicken their bodies at the laſt day, and make them 


like: unto Chriſt's glorious. body; then will the ſaints be 
ſatisfied; when in both ſoul and body they ſhall be like 


unto him, and ſee him as he is: This bears up their ſpi- 


rits in life, ſupports them in view of death, and makes 
them with chearfulneſs paſs thro the dark valley, rejoy- 
cing in the Lord: Then their days of fin, ſorrow, and 
- mourning, will be for ever ended, and they eternally ſwal- 
lowed up in beholding the glories of him who is their life, 
their righteouſneſs, their everlaſting portion, yea, their all 
in all; aud all the celeſtial regions will then reſound with 
the melody of their gratitude, and all eternity echo to their 
triumphant acclamations: The hallelujah's of that world 
of bliſs, and the harmonious joys of the bright inhabitants 
will be as laſting as the God they adore, as the divine per- 
ſections they celebrate. Now, to the united One, the 
undivided Three, Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, be equal 

honour, united praiſe, and glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
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POSSESS 0 
| I F theſe broken hints have any influence either to pro- 


voke ſome other hand to write more largely on theſe 
important and very intereſting ſubjects, or a mean in the 


hand of the bleſſed Spirit to convince any of their miſtakes, 


ſo as to engage them to a more ſedulous practice of the 
duties of their office, or to a cloſer walk in church- fellow - 


ſhip, my end is gained, and God ſhall have all the praiſe. 


And for my part, I ſhall never mind or regard theyſneers 
of profane men, nor the carpings of a momus, r the 


ſnarlings of a cynick ; for what I have written I haue 


written neither fox. fame nor gain, but purely from a real 
concern for the glory of God, the ſake of the ſimple truth, 
and love to the order of the goſpel, which I ſhould be ex- 
ceeding glad to ſee reſtored to its primitive purity in the 
churches, for which I conſtantly pray. I ſhall now re- 
commend it to the bleſſing of God, and ſhall. quietly wait 
for its uſefulneſs from him who alone can make this feeble 
7 y truly ſerviceable, and out of the mouth of a babe 
perfect his own praiſe, . 
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